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Tashkent Delivers: India and Uzbekistan Sign Up to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

31 August 2026 - 6 min read -

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

India and Uzbekistan elevated their relationship to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership on August 30, 2026,
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s state visit to Tashkent. The two sides agreed a framework for long-term
uranium supply, enabled UPI-QR interoperability for merchant payments in Uzbekistan, and set a 5 billion dollar

annual trade target for 2030. Around eleven agreements were signed.

The distinction matters for how you write it: a preview reports intentions, an outcomes document reports signatures.

What follows is the second kind, with one flag on the uranium item, noted where it arises.

THE HEADLINE OUTCOME

The upgrade to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership is the formal ceiling of India’s bilateral hierarchy of

relationships, and the label is itself examinable.

The Prime Minister was conferred the Order of Oliy Darajali Do’stlik at the Kuksaroy Presidential Palace in

Tashkent, described by the Indian government as Uzbekistan’s highest honour for foreign leaders.

URANIUM, HANDLED PRECISELY

This is the item most likely to be written badly, so handle it exactly.

What already exists. India has been importing uranium from Uzbekistan under a 2019 contract covering 1,100 metric
tonnes of natural uranium concentrate, for delivery through 2026. That contract is running out this year, which is the

whole reason a successor arrangement is on the table.

What was agreed at Tashkent. A framework for long-term supply, plus a memorandum on mining and geological
resources covering cooperation in critical minerals, including uranium. New Delhi described the two sides as close to

signing a new long-term supply agreement.

A framework and a memorandum on mining cooperation were agreed. The successor supply contract itself was described

as close, not concluded. The difference is the difference between a full-marks sentence and a wrong one.
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The syllabus context behind the uranium line

India is not a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, and its access to the international uranium market
rests on the Nuclear Suppliers Group waiver of 2008 and the bilateral civil nuclear agreements that followed. Domestic
uranium reserves are modest in quality and quantity relative to the programme’s ambitions, which is why supply

diplomacy is a standing feature of Indian foreign policy rather than an occasional transaction.

Central Asia matters here for a geological reason as much as a political one: Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan are among

the world’s significant uranium producers, and both are reachable without crossing Pakistan.

THE PAYMENTS ITEM, WHICH IS QUIETLY THE MOST INTERESTING

UPI-QR interoperability for merchant payments in Uzbekistan is reported as a first in Central Asia.

Why this is a foreign-policy instrument and not a fintech footnote. The Unified Payments Interface is operated by
the National Payments Corporation of India, a not-for-profit company set up under the Payment and Settlement
Systems Act, 2007, with NPCI International Payments Limited as the arm that takes UPI abroad. Every overseas
acceptance arrangement extends the reach of an Indian public digital good, reduces friction for Indian travellers and

students, and creates a settlement relationship that does not run through a third currency.

The trap to aveid. UPI acceptance abroad is not the same as the rupee becoming a settlement currency, and it is not the
same as a full domestic UPI rollout in the host country. Merchant QR interoperability means an Indian user can pay an

Uzbek merchant. Write it that way.

THE ECONOMIC FRAME

ITEM FIGURE

Annual trade target 5 billion dollars by 2030
Agreements signed at Tashkent About 11

Visa-free regime for Indians 30 days

Direct flights weekly 14

Indian universities operating in Uzbekistan 4

Indian students enrolled in Uzbekistan About 16,000

The education and mobility numbers are the part of the relationship that already works. Sixteen thousand students and
fourteen weekly flights describe a functioning people-to-people link, and they are the reason a visa-free regime and

university campuses appear in the outcomes list at all.
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Areas the outcomes document covered

Trade, energy, security, critical minerals, defence and digital infrastructure.

Critical minerals deserve a separate line. India’s exposure on critical minerals is a GS3 staple: the country is heavily
import-dependent for lithium, cobalt, nickel and rare earths, and the National Critical Mineral Mission and Khanij
Bidesh India Limited, the joint venture of three central public sector enterprises set up to acquire overseas mineral
assets, are the standing institutional answers. A mining and geology memorandum with a Central Asian state belongs in

that answer.

THE STRUCTURAL PROBLEM NOBODY SIGNED AWAY

India’s Central Asia policy is best described in one phrase: geographically ambitious but legistically constrained.

The constraint. India has no direct land route to Central Asia. Pakistan blocks overland transit to Afghanistan and
beyond. The workarounds are the Chabahar port in Iran and the International North-South Transport Corridor, and
both remain slower and thinner than the map suggests, for reasons of infrastructure, finance, regulation and sanctions

exposure.

What that means for reading Tashkent honestly. A comprehensive strategic partnership, a uranium framework and a

payments link are all real. None of them creates a corridor. The relationship’s ceiling is set by logistics, and no summit

has yet raised it.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and affecting India’s
interests. Central Asia, the Connect Central Asia policy and the India-Central Asia Dialogue are the frame; this visit is

the peg.

GS Paper 3: Indian economy, energy and mobilisation of resources. Uranium supply, critical minerals and payments

infrastructure are all GS3 material, and this single visit touches all three.

A Mains question worth preparing. “India’s engagement with Central Asia has expanded diplomatically while
remaining constrained physically. Examine the reasons and suggest a way forward. (250 words)” The way-forward
section writes itself from Chabahar, the INSTC, air-freight corridors and the argument that digital and educational links

are the connectivity India can actually build now.

Prelims focus. The 2019 uranium contract volume, the NSG waiver year, the NPCI’s statutory parent Act, the doubly

landlocked status of Uzbekistan, and the distinction between a framework and a signed supply contract.
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%" FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

I THE TASHKENT VISIT:

India and Uzbekistan elevated ties to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership on August 30, 2026.
Around eleven agreements were signed during the Tashkent state visit.
The two sides set an annual bilateral trade target of 5 billion dollars by 2030.
Modi received the Order of Oliy Darajali Do’stlik, Uzbekistan’s highest honour for foreign leaders.
The honour was conferred at the Kuksaroy Presidential Palace in Tashkent.
A framework for long-term uranium supply was agreed; the successor contract is not yet signed.
A memorandum on mining and geological resources covers critical minerals, including uranium.
UPI-QR interoperability for merchant payments in Uzbekistan is reported as a first in Central Asia.
I THE STANDING RELATIONSHIP:
India has imported Uzbek uranium under a 2019 contract for 1,100 metric tonnes, running through 2026.
Indians get a 30-day visa-free regime in Uzbekistan; 14 direct flights operate weekly.
Four Indian universities operate in Uzbekistan and about 16,000 Indian students are enrolled there.
Uzbekistan is one of only two doubly landlocked countries in the world, with Liechtenstein.
I OTHER RELEVANT FACTS:
India is not a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.
India’s access to the global uranium market rests on the Nuclear Suppliers Group waiver of 2008.
UPI is operated by the National Payments Corporation of India; NPCI International takes it abroad.
NPCI operates under the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007.
Khanij Bidesh India Limited is the joint venture set up to acquire overseas mineral assets.

Pakistan blocks India’s overland access to Central Asia; Chabahar and the INSTC are the workarounds.

Sources: Euronews, The Tribune, Sunday Guardian

Source: Tashkent Delivers: India and Uzbekistan Sign Up to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership — Ujiyari.com | Free
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