N\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS a1 cort -

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS - UJIYARI.COM

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS

How a Forty-Year Insurgency
Ends: Turkiye Writes
Reintegration Into Law

= THE HINDU

50 ugusi 2020 (3 Cos: s

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary

UPSC Educator & Content Creator

MY linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR E ¥t ADVERTISE E
BharatNotes i Advertise with Ujiyari ;
Free UPSC notes, MCQs, PYQ analysis. 100% E Reach thousands of UPSC aspirants daily. E
Free. E E
| M epicbharat@gmail.com E
bharatnotes.com — E |

\ J A

How a Forty-Year Insurgency Ends: Turkiye Writes Reintegration Into Law 1/11


https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/

\\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

How a Forty-Year Insurgency Ends: Turkiye
Writes Reintegration Into Law

~ The Hindu 30 August 2026 @ @

} INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Turkiye's law suspends sentences for PKK-linked offences but excludes its imprisoned founder,
whom the process depends on. India has run ceasefires and surrender policies in Nagaland for
decades without a final settlement. What does each case teach the other?"

Source: Original editorial #  The Hindu

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

THE LIFT LINE

Comparative internal-security material is scarce and scoring. Turkiye’s framework offers a live model of
legislated reintegration, exactly the instrument India’s own processes, Naga, Kashmir surrender policies,
LWE rehabilitation, have improvised without statute. The PKK sequence of 2024 to 2026 also updates
the standing GS2 topic of Turkiye’s regional role, and the Ocalan paradox is ready-made for an ethics or

interview question about negotiating with imprisoned interlocutors.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The conflict. The PKK, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party, began its armed insurgency against the
Turkish state in 1984, seeking self-rule for Kurds inside Turkiye. Over four decades the conflict killed
more than 40,000 people, devastated the southeast, and became a defining issue of Turkish politics. The

PKK is designated a terrorist organisation by Turkiye, the United States and the European Union.

The man. Abdullah Ocalan, the PKK’s founder and leader, in prison since 1999. His words in early
August 2026, quoted by Sudesh: “We are taking the first step on a thousand-kilometre road. We are taking a

step towards democracy for everyone.”
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The sequence, compressed.

WHEN STEP

2024 Ankara opens a new channel of dialogue with the Kurdish movement

February 2025 Ocalan calls on the PKK to lay down arms and dissolve

May 2026 The PKK announces its dissolution, formally ending the armed campaign

July 2026 Symbolic disarmament begins in northern Iraq; weapons burned

August 10, 2026 Parliament passes the reintegration law, 468 of 592 in favour

August 24, 2026 The Monitoring and Evaluation Board holds its first meeting

October 2026 The National Security Council is expected to consider the security institutions’ findings

Previous attempts failed, most recently in 2015. What is new, and it is Sudesh’s central observation, is

that “the process is now moving beyond declarations.”

THE ANALYSIS

What the law actually does. For people accused or convicted of PKK-linked offences, membership,

assisting the organisation, spreading propaganda, financing terrorism, prison sentences can be
suspended and ongoing investigations and trials put on hold for five to ten years. If no
terrorism-related offence is committed in that period, suspended sentences are considered served and
pending cases dropped. It could pave the way for thousands of militants to return to Turkiye and

reintegrate into society.

What it deliberately does not do. The government stresses this is not a general amnesty. Excluded:
those convicted of intentional killings, and those sentenced to life imprisonment without parole for

offences committed before 2005. That second clause is drawn with one prisoner in mind.

The Ocalan paradox, stated cleanly. Despite being the process’s central figure, Ocalan does not
benefit from the law. Vice-President Yilmaz: his case “does not fall within the scope of this law”, though he
could remain “in a position to contribute to the peace process”. The PKK calls the legislation a “beginning”
with “serious shortcomings and deficiencies” and demands his release, saying the process can move
forward only if he “lives and works freely”. The DEM Party, Turkiye’s main Kurdish political movement,

facilitates communication between Ocalan and the government.

The machinery. The Board is not decorative: Vice-President Cevdet Yilmaz chairs it, with Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan, Defence Minister Yasar Guler and National Intelligence Organisation
chief Ibrahim Kalin at the table, and four working groups: legal issues, disarmament, monitoring,

social reintegration. This is the state’s whole security establishment, seated.
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The trigger clause, which is the state’s insurance. The measures take effect only after Turkiye’s
National Security Council, chaired by President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, confirms that the PKK
has dissolved and surrendered its weapons, informed by findings due at its October meeting. Until

certification, everything is revocable.

The India mirror. Hold Turkiye’s kit against the Naga process, in today’s news for a ministerial-level
announcement. India has a ceasefire since 1997, a Framework Agreement of 2015 whose text is
unpublished, and no reintegration statute; Turkiye has a published statute, a certification
mechanism and a monitoring board, and no settled political framework for its central figure. India
legislated nothing and negotiated the politics first; Turkiye legislated the administration first and deferred the
politics. Each has built the half the other is missing, which is what makes the comparison a Mains

answer rather than a travelogue.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

PRELIMS-GRADE FACTS:

The PKK began its armed insurgency against Turkiye in 1984; the conflict killed more than 40,000
people.

The PKK is designated a terrorist organisation by Turkiye, the United States and the European
Union.

Abdullah Ocalan, the PKK’s founder, has been imprisoned since 1999.

Ocalan called on the PKK to lay down arms and dissolve in February 2025; it announced dissolution
in May 2026.

Symbolic PKK disarmament began in July 2026 with a weapons-burning ceremony in northern
Iraq.

Turkiye’s reintegration law passed on August 10, 2026, approved by 468 of 592 voting members.
The law suspends sentences, investigations and trials for PKK-linked offences for five to ten years.

Intentional killings and pre-2005 life-without-parole sentences are excluded; it is not a general
amnesty.

A Monitoring and Evaluation Board under Vice-President Cevdet Yilmaz first met on August 24,
2026.

The Board created four working groups: legal issues, disarmament, monitoring and social
reintegration.

Measures take effect only after the National Security Council under President Erdogan certifies
dissolution.

The DEM Party, Turkiye’s main Kurdish movement, channels communication between Ocalan and
the government.
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Do not write that Turkiye “granted amnesty to the PKK”. The law is conditional suspension, not
amnesty: sentences are held in abeyance for five to ten years and extinguished only on continued good
conduct, killings are excluded, and nothing operates until the National Security Council certifies

dissolution. Precision about the instrument is most of the marks.

THE DEBATE

The design is shrewd. Suspension-not-amnesty keeps public opinion on board; the certification trigger

keeps leverage with the state; the board institutionalises what handshakes could not; and excluding Ocalan
spares the government a concession its base would not survive, while the DEM channel keeps him functionally

inside.

The design is fragile. A process whose indispensable interlocutor is excluded from its benefits asks the
movement to trust the state with everything at once: weapons surrendered first, certification later, founder in
prison throughout. The PKK’s own “serious shortcomings” language and its condition that Ocalan live and
work freely mark the fault line along which a relapse would run. Forty years and 40,000 dead also mean

spoilers exist on both sides.

The test. October’s National Security Council meeting. Certification converts the framework into operating

law; contestation returns everyone to the thousand-kilometre road’s first step.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS

End-of-insurgency frameworks can be scored on four instruments: a legal pathway for cadres, a

verification trigger, standing machinery, and a political settlement for the leadership. Turkiye
now has the first three and not the fourth; India’s Naga process has a partial fourth and none of the first three
in statutory form. Any comparative answer that arranges the two cases on this grid, rather than narrating

them, will look like analysis because it is.
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DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Ocalan’s call, Feb 2025 PKK dissolves, May 2026 Law, Aug 10, 2026

Disarm and dissolve Weapons burned, July, N. Iraq 468 of 592; suspension 5-10 yrs

Monitoring and Evaluation Board

Yilmaz chairs; 4 working groups; first met Aug 24

Ocalan

GATE: National Security Council, October

Central to the process,
excluded from the law,
in prison since 1999

Nothing operates until Erdogan’s NSC certifies
dissolution and surrender of weapons

mm e ————--

Reciprocal steps feed the machinery, the machinery waits on one gate, and the dashed box stands outside

the whole diagram while holding it together.

TAKEAWAY BOX

The insurgency ends when the paperwork exists for fighters to become citizens again.

PKK insurgency from 1984, 40,000+ dead; designated terrorist by Turkiye, the US and the EU; Ocalan
imprisoned since 1999, called for dissolution in February 2025; PKK dissolved May 2026, weapons burned
in northern Iraq in July; law of August 10, 2026 passed 468 to 592-minus, suspending sentences five to ten

years, killings excluded; Board under VP Yilmaz, four working groups; NSC certification gate, October-.

Score any peace process on four instruments: legal pathway, verification trigger, standing machinery,
leadership settlement. Turkiye has the first three; India’s Naga process has fragments of the fourth. The

comparison writes itself.

Can a state credibly demand an organisation dissolve while excluding from clemency the one man whose

word achieved the dissolution?

Source: How a Forty-Year Insurgency Ends: Turkiye Writes Reintegration Into Law — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC &
State PCS Editorial Analysis
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® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE

Writing in The Hindu, Smriti Sudesh argues that the Turkiye-PKK
peace process has crossed the line separating gesture from
institution, because a parliament has legislated conditional

suspension of sentences, a monitoring board with named senior

officials has begun work, and disarmament has physically begun,
while the process’s central ambiguity, the status of Abdullah
Ocalan, who benefits nothing from the law he made possible,
remains deliberately unresolved.

v SUPPORTING

* The law passed in Parliament in August 2026 with 468 of 592 votes offers five-to-ten-year
suspension of sentences, investigations and trials for PKK-linked offences including
membership, propaganda and financing, converting return-to-society from promise into

procedure, while excluding intentional killings and pre-2005 aggravated life sentences.

* The Monitoring and Evaluation Board that met in late August 2026 under Vice-President
Cevdet Yilmaz, with the foreign and defence ministers and the intelligence chief, created
four working groups on legal issues, disarmament, monitoring and reintegration, which is
the machinery a durable process needs and previous attempts, most recently 2015, lacked.

* The sequence since 2024 has run through Ocalan’s February 2025 call to disarm, the PKK's
dissolution announcement in May, a symbolic weapons-burning in northern Iraq in July, and

the law thereafter, a choreography in which each side’s step answered the other's.

A COUNTER

The counter-reading is that the framework’s exclusions store up instability: the founder whose
word moves the cadres remains in prison and outside the law’s scope, the PKK calls the
legislation a beginning with serious shortcomings and conditions progress on Ocalan living
and working freely, and measures take effect only after the National Security Council under
President Erdogan certifies dissolution, so the state holds every key and the militants must
disarm on trust.

- WAY FORWARD

Sudesh'’s account implies the way forward is sequencing honesty: the October National
Security Council review will certify or contest dissolution, and the durable version of this peace

requires converting Ocalan from excluded prisoner into acknowledged interlocutor, as the
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DEM Party channel already implies, because processes that depend on one man'’s word cannot

indefinitely deny that man a status.
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-g,é\ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION
Insurgencies end through law as much as through disarmament. Examine the design of Turkiye's 2026

PKK reintegration framework and compare its instruments with India's approach to the Naga peace

process. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Insurgencies rarely end at a surrender ceremony; they end when a legal order makes return to ordinary life
administrable. Smriti Sudesh, writing in The Hindu, reads the Turkiye-PKK process at exactly that threshold,

as a law, a board and a burning of weapons replace four decades in which more than 40,000 people died.

BODY

The design has three interlocking parts. First, the amnesty-adjacent law: passed in August 2026 by 468 of
592 voting members, it permits prison sentences to be suspended and investigations and trials paused for
five to ten years for offences linked to the PKK, membership, assisting, propaganda, financing, with the
suspension maturing into extinguishment if no terrorism-related offence is committed in the period.

Its exclusions define its politics: intentional killings, and life-without-parole sentences for pre-2005
offences, which is the category that holds Abdullah Ocalan, imprisoned since 1999. The government
stresses it is not a general amnesty.

Second, the machinery: a Monitoring and Evaluation Board, chaired by Vice-President Cevdet Yilmaz with
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, Defence Minister Yasar Guler and intelligence chief Ibrahim Kalin, met for
the first time in late August 2026 and created four working groups, legal, disarmament, monitoring,
reintegration. Institutionalisation distinguishes this attempt from the failures, most recently 2015.

Third, the choreography of reciprocity since Ankara reopened a channel in 2024: Ocalan’s February 2025
call to lay down arms and dissolve, the PKK’s May announcement of dissolution ending its armed
campaign, the July symbolic burning of weapons in northern Iraqg, and now the legal framework of what
the government calls Terror-Free Turkiye. The unresolved centre is Ocalan himself: central to the process,
excluded from its benefits, with the PKK conditioning progress on his living and working freely, and the
DEM Party carrying messages between the prison island and the state.

And the trigger remains with the state: measures take effect only after the National Security Council,
chaired by President Erdogan, confirms dissolution and surrender of weapons, with findings from the

security institutions due at its October meeting.

CONCLUSION

For an Indian reader the comparison is irresistible and instructive. India’s Naga process has a 1997
ceasefire, a 2015 framework and no reintegration statute; Turkiye has built the statute first and left the

political question, Ocalan, for later.
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Each process holds the piece the other lacks, and both illustrate the same law of endings: insurgencies

conclude not when the fighting stops but when the paperwork exists for fighters to become citizens again.
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