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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Pakistan now has defence pacts with Saudi Arabia and Turkiye, and India responded to the
November 2025 Red Fort attack without a military strike. Is restraint under a changed deterrence
equation weakness, or is it strategy?"

Source: Original editorial ↗ Hindustan Times

Every fact web-verified against primary sources

THE LIFT LINE

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

West Asia normally enters a GS2 answer through energy, diaspora and connectivity. This piece forces the

harder entry: alliance formation, a subject Indian answers usually reserve for NATO and the Cold War. A

live collective-defence pact involving Pakistan is the most directly India-relevant alliance development in

decades, and Thapar’s method, asking disciplined questions rather than asserting conclusions, is itself a model

for a Mains answer under uncertainty.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

What was signed, as background. The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement, August 7, 2026, by

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and Pakistani

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif: an armed attack on one is an attack on all. The three say it targets no

specific country and provides collective deterrence.

Its origin. The Saudi-Pakistan Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement of September 17, 2025, itself

the formalisation of a security relationship decades old.
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What it combines. Turkiye’s military production infrastructure, Saudi Arabia’s financial strength,

and Pakistan’s armed forces. Combined, roughly 1.4 million active personnel, 3,400 aircraft and

6,000 tanks.

Commentary routinely writes that the pact adds “Pakistan’s nuclear armoury” to the pool. Pakistan has

never officially extended nuclear deterrence to Saudi Arabia. After the 2025 pact its defence

minister said available capabilities “will be made available”, then said nuclear weapons were “not on the

radar”. The nuclear dimension is an analyst inference, not a treaty term, and an answer that states it as

text overclaims.

The Indian background already on the table. Operation Sindoor, India’s May 2025 response to the

Pahalgam attack, remains formally “paused”, not ended. In that context, the Red Fort attack of November

10, 2025 killed about fifteen people and drew no military response; it came two months after the Saudi-

Pakistan pact. Attribution of that attack is itself contested: widely alleged against Jaish-e-Mohammed, while

the UN Security Council’s Monitoring Team attributed it to Al-Qaida in the Indian

Subcontinent.

THE ANALYSIS

Thapar’s questions, ordered by how much they should worry India.

First: whom does the deterrence face? For Saudi Arabia, Iran and Israel. For Turkiye, Israel. For

Pakistan, India. A pact can have three different addressees at once, and the assurance that it is “not targeted

at any specific country” is compatible with all three.

Second: does India now have to think differently before responding to terrorism? This is the

operational core. The Prime Minister has committed India to responding militarily to future attacks

originating in Pakistan. A response that once risked bilateral escalation now risks, at minimum, coalition

diplomacy, and at maximum, invocation language. The Red Fort restraint is the suggestive, unproven first

data point.

Third: does the umbrella embolden the groups themselves? If Islamabad’s confidence rises, the

licence given to Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed and The Resistance Front may widen. Thapar ties this,

correctly, to Pakistan’s simultaneous warming with Washington: emboldening comes from the whole

environment, not one document.

Fourth: the diaspora. Nine million Indians work in West Asia, the largest share in Saudi Arabia. A hiring

tilt toward Pakistanis is unlikely, but “unlikely” is doing more work in that sentence than India would wish.

Fifth: the openings. Saudi-Emirati and Emirati-Pakistani relations are tense, and India’s relationship with

Abu Dhabi is exceptionally trusting. The pact may push India and the UAE closer, which is the one

unambiguous opportunity in the file. Washington has welcomed the pact as allies taking responsibility for

their own security; China is unlikely to object to anything Pakistan has done. Neither reaction comforts India.
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DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

PRELIMS-GRADE FACTS:

The Mecca pact is a trilateral political-military agreement, not a formal alliance organisation. It has

no joint command, no standing secretariat and no published military annexes. Comparing it

directly to NATO’s Article 5 machinery overstates it; ignoring it because it lacks that machinery understates

it.

THE DEBATE

The pact matters greatly. Capability complementarity is real; the signal to non-state actors is real; the

network effect on Kuwait, Qatar and Egypt is real; and India’s one observable response since the Saudi-

Pakistan pact was restraint.

The pact matters less than it looks. Collective-defence promises are cheap to sign and expensive to

honour. Saudi Arabia will not sacrifice its Indian economic relationship for Rawalpindi’s quarrels; Turkiye and

Saudi Arabia disagree about the region’s other fault lines; and the absence of a nuclear commitment leaves the

pact’s hardest edge unwritten.

Where the truth likely sits. Deterrence operates through perception, and perception has already shifted, in

Islamabad and possibly in Delhi. Whether the coalition would actually fight for Pakistan is almost beside the

point; what matters is that India must now plan as if the question is open.

The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement was signed on August 7, 2026 by Saudi Arabia, Turkiye and
Pakistan.

Its core clause treats an armed attack on one signatory as an attack on all three.

It builds on the Saudi-Pakistan Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement of September 17, 2025.

The three signatories jointly field about 1.4 million active personnel, 3,400 aircraft and 6,000 tanks.

Pakistan has never officially extended its nuclear umbrella to Saudi Arabia; the claim is analyst
inference.

Operation Sindoor of May 2025 was India’s response to the Pahalgam attack; the government calls
it paused, not ended.

The Red Fort attack of November 10, 2025 drew no Indian military response.

The UNSC Monitoring Team attributed the Red Fort blast to Al-Qaida in the Indian Subcontinent.

About nine million Indians live and work in West Asia; Saudi Arabia hosts the largest share.

Turkish drones were part of Pakistan’s arsenal during Operation Sindoor.
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HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS

Ask of any alliance three questions, in order. What does each member want deterred? If the answers

differ, the alliance has seams. What would invocation actually require each member to do? If the

text is silent, the promise is political. What has changed in observed behaviour since signature? For

the Mecca pact the answers are: three different adversaries; nothing specified; and one instance of Indian

restraint that may or may not be connected. That triple answer, delivered with its uncertainty intact, is a full-

marks treatment.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Turkiye
Defence production; faces Israel

Saudi Arabia
Finance; faces Iran and Israel

Pakistan
Military mass; faces India

Attack on one = attack on all
No joint command, no published annexes

India’s response
Retaliation now risks coalition reaction

Terror groups' licence
Umbrella may embolden

India-UAE opening
The one clear opportunity

Three members, three different adversaries, one clause. The seams at the top are India’s diplomatic

material; the arrows at the bottom are its planning problem.
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TAKEAWAY BOX

Deterrence always has an address, and for one signatory the address is India.

Mecca Joint Defence Agreement signed August 7, 2026 by Saudi Arabia, Turkiye and Pakistan; attack on

one is attack on all; builds on the Saudi-Pakistan Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement of September 17,

2025; no official Pakistani nuclear umbrella for Riyadh; Red Fort attack of November 10, 2025 drew no

military response and was attributed by the UNSC Monitoring Team to AQIS.

The pact changes India’s environment in three ways: retaliation thresholds must be repriced, non-state

actors may read an umbrella into it, and Pakistan’s West Asian standing rises. The offsetting assets are

Saudi economic interdependence with India, intra-pact disagreements about Iran, and the India-UAE

relationship.

Restraint after the Red Fort attack can be read as prudence or as deterrence working against India. Defend

one reading, then defend the other.

Source: The Mecca Pact Is Not About India. Its Consequences Are. — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS

Editorial Analysis
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K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

⚠ COUNTER

The counter-view is that collective-defence language rarely survives contact with an actual
India-Pakistan crisis: Saudi Arabia has deep and growing economic ties with India, hosts nine
million Indian workers by way of a diaspora it cannot antagonise, and joined a pact whose
members disagree about Iran, Israel and the Muslim Brotherhood. A coalition of three states
with three different principal adversaries may deter less than its text implies.

→ WAY FORWARD

Thapar’s own implication is the way forward: India should deepen the relationship where the
pact creates anxiety, above all with the UAE, whose relations with both Riyadh and Islamabad
are tense, keep the Saudi economic relationship too valuable to sacrifice, and price the new
environment into its response doctrine rather than discovering it mid-crisis.

Writing in the Hindustan Times, Karan Thapar argues that the
Mecca Joint Defence Agreement of August 7, 2026 between Saudi

Arabia, Turkiye and Pakistan, whatever its signatories say about
targeting no one, changes India’s calculus, because for Pakistan

the deterrence it buys is deterrence against India, and every future
Indian response to cross-border terrorism must now be weighed

against the possibility of a wider coalition reaction.

The pact combines complementary capabilities rather than duplicating them: Turkiye’s
defence production, Saudi Arabia’s finance and Pakistan’s military including its nuclear
arsenal, which makes it more than the sum of ceremonial defence agreements.

India’s muted response to the Red Fort attack of November 2025, which came two months
after the Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence agreement of September 17, 2025, is read by
Thapar as the first observable instance of the new constraint operating on Indian decision-
making.

The pact deepens Pakistan’s standing in West Asia at a moment when Kuwait, Qatar and
possibly Egypt are reported to be considering their own arrangements with Islamabad,
converting a bilateral nuisance for India into a network of relationships.
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✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement of August 2026 alters the strategic environment in which India

makes retaliatory choices. Examine its implications for India's West Asia policy and its counter-terrorism
doctrine. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

On August 7, 2026, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye and Pakistan signed the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement,
declaring that an armed attack on one would be treated as an attack on all. Karan Thapar, writing in the

Hindustan Times, subjects the pact to the discipline of questions rather than conclusions, and the
questions matter for India because one signatory’s principal adversary is India.

BODY

The pact’s logic is complementarity. Turkiye brings a defence industry, Saudi Arabia brings financial depth,

and Pakistan brings the largest military of the three, with a nuclear arsenal.
For Riyadh the deterrence sought is against Iran and Israel; for Ankara, against Israel’s expanding regional

reach; for Islamabad, against India. The signatories’ assurance that the pact targets no specific country is
diplomatically necessary and analytically empty, since deterrence always has an address.

Three consequences follow for India. First, the response calculus after a terror attack changes.
Operation Sindoor established a doctrine of visible military reply, but the Red Fort attack of November

2025, two months after the Saudi-Pakistan mutual defence agreement, drew no strike. Whether that
restraint was caused by the new alignment or merely coincided with it, every future Indian decision must
now weigh the possibility that escalation triggers consultations in Riyadh and Ankara.

Second, terrorist organisations may read the pact as an umbrella. If Islamabad believes its new
relationships raise the cost of Indian retaliation, groups operating from Pakistani soil may be permitted

greater licence.
Third, Pakistan’s regional standing rises: reports of Kuwaiti and Qatari interest in similar arrangements, and

speculation about Egypt, suggest a network effect. Against this stand real limits.
Saudi Arabia’s economic relationship with India, including the largest single component of the nine-

million-strong Indian diaspora in West Asia, is not disposable. The pact’s members disagree about Iran.
And a nuclear dimension is asserted by commentary rather than by the text: Pakistan has never officially

extended its umbrella, and its defence minister retracted the one statement suggesting otherwise.

CONCLUSION

The balanced conclusion is Thapar’s own: the pact has not put India on the back foot, but it has narrowed
India’s margin for error and raised the value of the relationships the pact leaves out, above all Abu Dhabi.

The correct Indian response is neither alarm nor dismissal but repricing: of retaliation thresholds, of West
Asian diplomacy, and of the assumption that Gulf capitals will stay neutral in the next crisis.
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