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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"The editorial calls for shifting from access to equity. What specific targeted interventions would
most directly close the OBC-ST enrolment gap the UDISE+ data reveals?"

Every fact web-verified against primary sources

THE LIFT LINE

India built one of the world’s largest school systems. The next test is whether every child inside it gets an

equal share of what it offers.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

This editorial offers a rich GS2 analysis of educational equity using primary UDISE+ data, a high-value topic

testing the ability to distinguish aggregate progress from distributional outcomes.

GS Paper 2: Education policy, social justice, welfare-scheme targeting for disadvantaged groups.

CONCEPT MEANING WHY IT IS TESTABLE

UDISE+ Unified District Information System for Education

Plus, India’s comprehensive school-education data

system

The primary data source this

editorial draws on

Access versus

equity

Distinguishing overall system scale-up from

proportionate improvement across specific social

categories

The editorial’s core analytical

framework

Compounding

disadvantage

Infrastructure and resource gaps concentrating in

already disadvantaged regions, reinforcing rather

than offsetting existing inequity

The mechanism explaining

persistent sub-group gaps despite

aggregate growth
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

UDISE+, maintained by the Ministry of Education, is India’s primary comprehensive school-education data

system, tracking enrolment, infrastructure, and teacher deployment across the country’s school network. The

2025-26 report documents substantial aggregate scale, 1.47 million schools, 240 million students, and 10.2

million teachers, while also enabling disaggregated analysis by social category and region.

THE ANALYSIS

1. Aggregate scale and distributional equity are analytically distinct achievements. A system can

demonstrate genuine, substantial growth in headline enrolment numbers while specific social categories

remain systematically underserved relative to others.

2. The OBC-ST enrolment gap (49% versus 10%) illustrates concentrated disadvantage. This

specific disparity suggests Scheduled Tribe communities face access barriers that general system expansion

has not proportionately addressed.

3. Infrastructure gaps compound rather than offset existing disadvantage. Because resource

deployment gaps tend to concentrate in already underserved regions, general system growth without targeted

correction can leave relative gaps largely unchanged.

4. Targeted interventions address specific barriers general expansion cannot. Teacher

deployment calibration, conditional cash transfers, and residential schooling for marginalised girls each target

a distinct access barrier facing specific disadvantaged groups.

5. Sequencing access-expansion and equity-focused phases is a legitimate policy design

question. Whether equity correction should follow access expansion as a distinct phase, or be built in from

the outset, has practical implications for how the next reform phase should be structured.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

PRELIMS-GRADE FACTS:

Do not treat the 49% OBC and 10% ST enrolment figures as the only relevant equity metric; the editorial

frames these as illustrative of a broader pattern of regional and infrastructural inequity, not the sole

disparity of concern.

UDISE+ is maintained by the Ministry of Education and is India’s primary comprehensive school-
education data system.

The Samagra Shiksha scheme is India’s overarching integrated scheme for school education,
covering pre-school to senior secondary level.
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THE DEBATE

FOR (prioritise targeted equity interventions now): Closing specific sub-group gaps requires

deliberate, category-specific intervention design, not reliance on continued general system growth.

AGAINST (equity correction is a natural, sequenced next phase): Achieving near-universal access

was itself a genuinely difficult foundational milestone, and equity fine-tuning is reasonably sequenced as the

system’s next phase rather than treated as prior-phase failure.

Balanced verdict: Both framings agree equity-focused intervention is needed now; the disagreement is

largely about characterisation (failure versus natural sequencing) rather than substance, making the policy

prescription, targeted intervention design, broadly convergent regardless of framing.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS

When evaluating any large-scale public system’s success, always ask whether headline aggregate metrics have

been disaggregated by relevant sub-groups. A system that succeeds on average can still systematically fail

specific populations, and only disaggregated data reveals this, making disaggregation itself a critical analytical

discipline for policy evaluation.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Aggregate Scale
1.47M schools, 240M students

Distributional Equity
OBC 49% vs ST 10% enrolment

Genuine Educational Progress
Requires closing BOTH gaps
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TAKEAWAY BOX

India built one of the world’s largest school systems. The next test is whether every child inside it gets an

equal share of what it offers.

UDISE+ 2025-26 report; 1.47 million schools, 240 million students; OBC 49% vs ST 10% enrolment.

Does the state owe a heightened obligation to correct historical educational disadvantage for specific social

categories, beyond its general obligation to expand access for all?

Connects to past UPSC Mains questions on educational access, social justice, and welfare-scheme targeting.

“Aggregate educational-access progress does not guarantee equity across social categories.” Examine with

reference to the UDISE+ 2025-26 report.

Source: Ensuring Equity Amid India's Educational Progress — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial

Analysis
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K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

⚠ COUNTER

A counter-view holds that India’s primary policy achievement, near-universal enrolment
access, represents a genuinely difficult foundational milestone, and that equity-focused fine-
tuning, while important, should be sequenced as a natural next phase rather than treated as a
failure of the access-expansion phase that preceded it.

→ WAY FORWARD

The editorial’s position is that closing enrolment and outcome gaps for specific disadvantaged
categories, particularly Scheduled Tribes, requires deliberately targeted interventions, teacher
deployment calibrated to underserved areas, conditional cash transfers, and expanded
residential schooling for marginalised girls, rather than assuming continued aggregate system
growth will naturally close these gaps on its own.

The Hindu, drawing on the UDISE+ 2025-26 report (1.47 million
schools, 240 million students, 10.2 million teachers), argues that
India’s school system has scaled impressively in aggregate but

masks sharp regional, social, and infrastructural inequities, such as
OBC enrolment at 49% against ST enrolment at just 10%, calling

for the next reform phase to shift from “access” to “equity”
through targeted teacher deployment, conditional cash transfers,

and expanded residential schooling for marginalised girls.

Aggregate national enrolment figures can mask significant sub-group disparities, since a
system can appear successful by headline numbers while specific social categories remain
systematically underserved.

Infrastructure and teacher-deployment gaps tend to concentrate in already disadvantaged
regions and communities, compounding rather than offsetting pre-existing social
disadvantage.
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✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

Examine why India's aggregate educational-access progress, as reflected in the UDISE+ 2025-26 report,

requires a distinct equity-focused policy phase. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

The Hindu examines the UDISE+ 2025-26 report’s findings on India’s school education system, arguing

that impressive aggregate scale-up figures mask significant regional, social and infrastructural inequities
requiring a distinct, targeted equity-focused policy phase.

BODY

The UDISE+ (Unified District Information System for Education Plus) 2025-26 report documents a school

system of substantial scale, 1.47 million schools, 240 million students, and 10.2 million teachers,
representing one of the world’s largest education systems by enrolment. However, the editorial’s central

analytical contribution is disaggregating this headline scale from underlying distributional patterns:
enrolment figures broken down by social category reveal OBC enrolment at 49% against Scheduled Tribe

enrolment at just 10%, a gap suggesting that aggregate system growth has not translated into
proportionate access improvement across all social categories.

This pattern typically reflects compounding disadvantage, since infrastructure and teacher-deployment
gaps tend to concentrate precisely in the same underserved regions and communities that already face

broader socioeconomic disadvantage, meaning general system expansion without targeted correction can
leave relative gaps unchanged even as absolute numbers improve for everyone. The editorial’s proposed
remedies, targeted teacher deployment to underserved areas, conditional cash transfers to sustain

marginalised-household enrolment, and expanded residential schooling specifically for marginalised girls,
are framed as necessary because they directly address the specific access barriers facing underserved

categories, rather than relying on continued aggregate expansion to eventually close these gaps through
general growth alone.

CONCLUSION

A complete Mains answer should distinguish between aggregate educational-access achievement and
equity of access across social categories, since India’s substantial scale-up success does not by itself
guarantee proportionate improvement for every disadvantaged group, making targeted, category-specific

intervention design essential for the next reform phase.
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