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BRICS is Working for a Future That Puts
People and Planet First

= The Indian Express 20 August 2026 @ @

INTERVIEW ANGLE

"The editorial frames BRICS 2026 priorities as "people and planet first." How does India
operationalise this framing differently from a purely economic-cooperation approach to BRICS?"

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

THE LIFT LINE

BRICS was built to talk about money. This chairship is testing whether it can also talk, and act, on the
planet.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

This editorial provides direct insight into India’s 2026 BRICS Chairship priorities, a high-yield current
GS2/GS3 topic given India’s active multilateral leadership role this year, complementing the daily’s coverage
of the BRICS ICT Track in Pune.

GS Paper 2: India’s BRICS Chairship, multilateral groupings, Global South cooperation.

GS Paper 3: Sustainable development, circular economy, disaster resilience.

CONCEPT MEANING WHY IT IS TESTABLE
“People and planet  India’s 2026 BRICS Chairship framing The specific chairship framing this
first” emphasising sustainability and human editorial examines

development alongside economic cooperation

Circular economy An economic model emphasising resource reuse, One of the editorial’s cited chairship
recycling and waste minimisation over linear priority areas

extract-use-discard patterns

New Development BRICS’ multilateral development bank, The traditional economic-
Bank (NDB) historically the grouping’s most concrete cooperation baseline this editorial’s
institutional achievement framing extends beyond
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, plus newer members) has historically centred its
cooperation on economic and financial themes, including the New Development Bank, established in
2014. India holds the BRICS Chairship for 2026, and has used this position to convene sector-specific
working groups, including on environment (see the Environment Ministers’ meeting covered in an earlier

edition) and tourism, alongside the ICT track covered in today’s roundup.

THE ANALYSIS

1. The framing represents a deliberate agenda broadening, not a replacement of economic
cooperation. “People and planet first” is presented as an addition to, not a substitute for, BRICS’ traditional

economic and financial cooperation focus.

2. BRICS’ scale gives sustainability cooperation outsized potential significance. Given the
grouping’s substantial share of global population and emissions, coordinated action carries genuinely global

sustainability implications distinct from smaller multilateral groupings.

3. Underlying member-state divergence is the central implementation challenge. BRICS
members differ significantly in development stage, energy mix, and specific climate-policy positions, meaning

a shared rhetorical framing does not automatically translate into aligned concrete commitments.

4. India’s convening role as chair is the critical translation mechanism. Whether the “people and
planet first” framing becomes substantive achievement depends heavily on India’s diplomatic effectiveness in

building genuine consensus during its 2026 chairship year.

5. This connects to India’s broader multilateral leadership positioning. The framing aligns with
India’s stated ambition to position itself as a Global South voice on sustainable development, consistent with

themes from India’s G20 presidency legacy.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

PRELIMS-GRADE FACTS:

The New Development Bank (NDB), BRICS’ multilateral development bank, was established in 2014
and is headquartered in Shanghai.

India holds the BRICS Chairship for 2026.
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Do not confuse BRICS’ New Development Bank with the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB); the
NDB is specifically a BRICS institution, while AIIB is a separate China-led multilateral bank with broader

membership.

THE DEBATE

FOR (a genuine, meaningful agenda broadening): Explicitly foregrounding sustainability and
development themes reflects a substantive shift in BRICS’ priorities with real potential global impact given the

grouping’s scale.

AGAINST (risk of rhetorical framing without concrete divergence-resolution): Shared language
does not resolve genuine underlying policy differences among BRICS members on development priorities and

climate positions.

Balanced verdict: The framing’s ultimate significance depends entirely on whether India’s 2026 chairship
translates it into specific, trackable, actionable commitments rather than remaining a broad rhetorical

umbrella over unchanged underlying national positions.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS

When a multilateral grouping announces a broadened or reframed set of priorities, distinguish between the
framing itself (which can be adopted through rhetorical consensus) and concrete, trackable commitments
(which require reconciling genuine underlying member-state divergence). The framing’s success should be

judged by the second, not the first.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Traditional BRICS Focus 2026 Broadened Framing
Trade, NDB, financial architecture Sustainability, circular economy

"People and Planet First"
Test: concrete commitments, not just framing
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TAKEAWAY BOX

BRICS was built to talk about money. This chairship is testing whether it can also talk, and act, on the
planet.

New Development Bank (2014, Shanghai); India’s 2026 BRICS Chairship; circular economy as a chairship
priority.

Can a multilateral grouping meaningfully commit to shared sustainability goals when member states

remain at very different development stages?
Connects to past UPSC Mains questions on BRICS’ relevance and India’s role in South-South cooperation.

“A broadened multilateral agenda is only as strong as its ability to reconcile genuine member-state

divergence.” Discuss with reference to India’s 2026 BRICS Chairship.

Source: BRICS is Working for a Future That Puts People and Planet First — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS
Editorial Analysis
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® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE
Indian Express frames India’s 2026 BRICS Chairship as centred on a
“people and planet first” approach, highlighting sustainable
lifestyles, afforestation and disaster resilience, and circular
economy as core chairship priorities, positioning BRICS climate
and development cooperation as humanity-centred rather than
narrowly economic.

v SUPPORTING

* BRICS as a grouping has historically been associated primarily with economic and financial
cooperation (trade, the New Development Bank, currency discussions); explicitly
foregrounding sustainability and human-development themes represents a deliberate
broadening of the grouping’s stated priorities under India’s chairship.

* Coordinated action among BRICS economies, which collectively represent a large share of
global population and emissions, carries outsized potential impact for genuinely global

sustainability and development challenges compared to smaller groupings.

A COUNTER

A counter-view holds that BRICS members have historically differed significantly in their
development priorities, energy mixes, and climate positions, meaning a unified “people and
planet first” framing may paper over genuine underlying policy divergence among member
states rather than reflecting a truly shared agenda.

- WAY FORWARD

The editorial’s position is that India, as chair, has an opportunity to use its convening role to
build genuine consensus around concrete, actionable sustainability and development
commitments among BRICS members, translating the “people and planet first” framing from

rhetoric into specific, trackable chairship deliverables.
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-g,é\ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION
Examine how India's 2026 BRICS Chairship priorities reflect a shift toward sustainability and human

development themes alongside traditional economic cooperation. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Indian Express examines India’s 2026 BRICS Chairship priorities, arguing that the grouping's stated “people
and planet first” framing represents a deliberate broadening beyond BRICS' traditional economic-

cooperation focus toward sustainability and human-development themes.

BODY

BRICS, since its formation, has been primarily associated with economic and financial cooperation among
major emerging economies, including trade facilitation, the New Development Bank, and discussions
around reducing dependence on Western-dominated financial institutions. India’s 2026 chairship priorities,
as outlined through this editorial, explicitly foreground sustainability and human-development themes,
sustainable lifestyles, afforestation and disaster resilience, and circular economy, alongside these traditional
economic concerns, reflecting a deliberate attempt to position BRICS cooperation as addressing global
challenges affecting ordinary people and the planet’s ecological health, not merely macroeconomic and
financial architecture questions.

This broadening carries genuine potential significance given BRICS members’ collective share of global
population and greenhouse gas emissions, meaning coordinated action within the grouping could
meaningfully influence global sustainability trajectories in ways smaller or narrower groupings cannot.
However, translating this framing into concrete outcomes requires overcoming real underlying divergence
among BRICS members in their development stages, energy mixes and specific climate-policy positions, a
divergence that a shared rhetorical framing does not automatically resolve.

India’s role as chair in 2026 is therefore significant not merely for articulating this broadened agenda but
for using its convening position to build genuine, actionable consensus translating the framing into

specific, trackable commitments.

CONCLUSION

A complete Mains answer should recognise that broadening a multilateral grouping's stated priorities is a
necessary first step but not sufficient by itself; the harder diplomatic work of reconciling genuine member-
state policy divergence into concrete, actionable commitments determines whether the "people and planet

first” framing becomes substantive chairship achievement or remains largely rhetorical.
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