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What Is an IIT For? At 75, Here Are 10 Steps to
the Future

= The Indian Express 19 August 2026 @

} INTERVIEW ANGLE

"The editorial argues IITs must evolve from pure engineering-degree factories toward broader
innovation and human-capital roles. What specific institutional changes, in curriculum, research
funding, or industry partnership, would enable this evolution without diluting the technical

rigour IlITs are known for?"

@ Every fact web-verified against primary sources

THE LIFT LINE

IITs solved the problem they were built to solve 75 years ago. The editorial’'s question is sharper than

nostalgia: what problem are they built to solve now?

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

This editorial gives a milestone-anchored, forward-looking critique of a flagship Indian institution, useful for
GS2 answers on higher-education policy that need to move beyond describing IITs” achievements toward

evaluating their evolving institutional mandate.

GS Paper 2: Higher education policy, institutional reform, human resource development.
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CONCEPT MEANING WHY IT IS TESTABLE

Original ITT mandate Producing world-class engineers for post- The historically bounded purpose the
independence industrial development editorial argues has been substantially

fulfilled

Research Translating academic research into One of the editorial's proposed new

commercialisation economically deployed innovation, not just institutional priorities
publications

Innovation ecosystem Supporting entrepreneurship and The broader institutional mandate the

role interdisciplinary collaboration beyond pure editorial argues IITs should evolve
engineering instruction toward

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) system, established beginning in the 1950s in newly
independent India, was conceived with a specific mandate: producing world-class engineers to support the
country’'s industrial development ambitions. Marking 75 years of the system, this editorial examines whether
that original mandate, now substantially achieved, adequately captures what IITs should be optimising for in
the present day, given evolving global standards for what constitutes institutional leadership in science,

technology and innovation.

THE ANALYSIS

1. The 75-year milestone frames a genuine “mission accomplished, now what” moment. IITs are
widely recognised as having successfully fulfilled their original mandate of producing globally competitive
engineering graduates, making the editorial’'s forward-looking question about institutional purpose a natural,

milestone-appropriate inquiry rather than an ungrounded critique.

2. Research commercialisation is identified as a specific capability gap. The editorial distinguishes
between academic research output, publications, degrees, and research that gets translated into economically
deployed innovation, arguing IITs have historically emphasised the former more than the latter relative to

leading global innovation institutions.

3. Entrepreneurship support represents a distinct institutional role beyond traditional
instruction. Helping graduates build companies, rather than solely preparing them for employment,
requires different institutional infrastructure, incubation support, venture connections, risk-tolerant culture,

than conventional engineering pedagogy.

4. Interdisciplinary collaboration addresses a structural limitation of pure engineering-
focused institutions. Many contemporary innovation challenges, in areas like biotechnology, climate
technology and Al, require combining engineering with other domains, an institutional capability distinct

from IITs” traditional engineering-discipline strength.
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5. The counter-argument about mission creep identifies a genuine implementation risk.
Expanding institutional mandate too aggressively could dilute the technical rigour that built the IIT brand,
meaning the editorial’'s proposed reforms need careful sequencing to add new capabilities without

undermining core engineering-education strength.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

PRELIMS-GRADE FACTS:

IIT system: established beginning in the 1950s; marking 75 years as of this editorial
Original mandate: producing engineers for post-independence industrial development

Proposed new priorities: research commercialisation, entrepreneurship support, interdisciplinary
collaboration

WATCH THE TRAP: THE EDITORIAL ARGUES FOR ADDING NEW INSTITUTIONAL CAPABILITIES
ALONGSIDE ENGINEERING-EDUCATION STRENGTH, NOT REPLACING CORE TECHNICAL RIGOUR
WITH A DILUTED, BROADER MANDATE; TREATING THIS AS AN EITHER/OR FRAMING MISREADS
THE ARGUMENT.

THE DEBATE

Argument FOR preserving the traditional engineering-education focus. IITs” core strength,
rigorous technical education producing globally competitive graduates, remains valuable and should not be

diluted by pursuing broader, less-proven institutional mandates.

Argument AGAINST resting on past achievement (Indian Express’'s position). Global innovation
leadership increasingly requires research commercialisation, entrepreneurship support and interdisciplinary

collaboration, capabilities beyond pure engineering-degree production that IITs need to deliberately build.

Balanced verdict. Both positions are compatible if reform is sequenced carefully: preserving core
engineering-education excellence while deliberately building new institutional capabilities alongside it, rather
than treating mandate evolution and technical rigour as mutually exclusive, the framing the editorial itself

implicitly supports.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS

The transferable pattern: when a flagship institution reaches a significant milestone after
substantially fulfilling its original mandate, ask what new institutional purpose is now most
valuable, while ensuring reform adds new capabilities rather than diluting the core strength
that made the institution successful in the first place. This applies across other legacy public

institutions reaching similar inflection points, not IITs alone.
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DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Original mandate (fulfilled)

engineers for industrial development

Innovation ecosystem role

commercialisation, entrepreneurship, interdisciplinary

adds capability without diluting core rigour

[ Evolved institutional purpose ]

IITs' fulfilled original mandate is paired with a proposed broader innovation-ecosystem role, converging

on an evolved institutional purpose that adds capability without diluting core technical rigour.

TAKEAWAY BOX

IITs solved the problem they were built to solve 75 years ago. The editorial’s question is sharper than

nostalgia: what problem are they built to solve now?

IIT system established 1950s; 75th anniversary; proposed priorities: research commercialisation,

entrepreneurship, interdisciplinary collaboration.

should India’'s premier technical institutions prioritise producing globally mobile individual talent, or

building domestic innovation ecosystems that retain and deploy that talent at home?

UPSC has tested higher-education institutional reform and innovation policy (GS2/GS3); this editorial’'s

mandate-evolution framing strengthens any such answer.

“India’'s premier technical institutions must evolve their institutional mandate as their original founding

purpose is substantially fulfilled.” Discuss with reference to the IIT system at 75.

Sources: The Indian Express

Source: What Is an IIT For? At 75, Here Are 10 Steps to the Future — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS
Editorial Analysis
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® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE

Indian Express, marking 75 years of the IIT system, argues that the
institutes’ original mandate, established to produce world-class
engineers for a newly independent India’s industrial development,
no longer fully fits present needs, and proposes reform steps
spanning curriculum modernisation, research orientation and
industry linkage to help IITs evolve from primarily engineering-
degree-granting institutions toward broader innovation and
human-capital roles.

v SUPPORTING

* The IIT system was originally conceived to address a specific, historically bounded need,
technically trained engineers for post-independence industrialisation, a mandate that has
been substantially achieved over 75 years, raising the question of what the institutes’ next-

generation purpose should be.

* Global innovation leadership increasingly depends on research commercialisation,
entrepreneurship support and interdisciplinary collaboration, areas where the editorial
suggests lITs have historically underperformed relative to their pure engineering-education
strengths.

A COUNTER

A counter-view holds that IITs" core strength, rigorous, high-quality engineering education
producing globally competitive graduates, remains valuable and should not be diluted in
pursuit of broader institutional mandates, and that mission creep toward innovation and

entrepreneurship roles risks undermining the technical excellence that built the IIT brand.

— WAY FORWARD

Indian Express’s position is that |ITs should deliberately evolve their institutional mandate to
encompass innovation ecosystem-building and interdisciplinary human-capital development
alongside their traditional engineering-education strength, treating this as a necessary
generational transition rather than either resting on past achievement or diluting core

technical rigour.
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-g,é\ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION
Examine the argument that India's IIT system, at 75 years, needs to evolve beyond its original mandate,

and discuss what such evolution should prioritise. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Indian Express, on the occasion of the IIT system’s 75th anniversary, argues the institutes’ original
engineering-education mandate has been substantially fulfilled and now requires deliberate evolution
toward broader innovation and human-capital roles, proposing reform steps across curriculum, research

orientation and industry linkage.

BODY

The IIT system was established in the newly independent India of the 1950s with a specific, historically
bounded mandate: producing world-class engineers to support the country’s industrial development
ambitions. Over 75 years, this mandate has been substantially achieved, 1ITs are widely recognised as
producing globally competitive engineering graduates, prompting the editorial’s central question of what
the institutes’ next-generation institutional purpose should be.

The editorial argues that global innovation leadership today depends increasingly on capabilities beyond
pure engineering-degree production: research commercialisation that translates academic work into
economically deployed innovation, entrepreneurship support that helps graduates build companies rather
than only take jobs, and interdisciplinary collaboration that combines engineering with other domains, an
area where the editorial suggests IITs have historically underperformed relative to their core technical-
education strength. The proposed reform steps span curriculum modernisation to build these broader
capabilities, a reoriented research culture that values commercialisation and real-world application
alongside academic publication, and deeper, more structured industry linkage that connects IIT research
directly to economic deployment, treating this evolution as a deliberate institutional transition rather than

either complacent reliance on past achievement or a dilution of the technical rigour that built the IIT brand.

CONCLUSION

A complete Mains answer should treat institutional-mandate evolution as compatible with, not opposed
to, preserving core strengths, since the editorial’'s argument is for adding new institutional capabilities

alongside engineering-education excellence, not replacing one with the other.
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