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Every fact web-verified against primary sources

In his August 15, 2026 Red Fort address, PM Modi bundled four youth- and technology-facing

announcements under the “technology and innovation” and “soft power” pillars of the Sapta Dhara vision:

AI skilling, semiconductor expansion, free exam coaching, and a nationwide sports talent hunt.

AI Skilling for a Crore Youth

The government will provide AI skills training to one crore (10 million) youth within the next year,

part of a broader push to build population-scale AI capability.

Semiconductor Expansion

India currently has three operational semiconductor plants. PM Modi signalled five to eight

additional plants, though reporting on the exact deployment timeline has varied across outlets; readers

should treat the precise timeline as provisional pending the official transcript of the address.

Free Coaching and Sports Talent Hunt

A new scheme will offer free online coaching for competitive-exam aspirants from economically

disadvantaged backgrounds; the scheme’s official name has not yet been confirmed in available reporting.

Separately, the government announced a nationwide sports talent identification drive for children

aged 5-15, explicitly linked to India’s preparation for the 2036 Olympics.

UPSC Relevance

AI-skilling at population scale raises genuine last-mile delivery questions, rural broadband access, device

availability, that any Mains answer on digital-skilling schemes should address rather than treating scale alone

as a guarantee of impact. The semiconductor push continues the trajectory of the India Semiconductor

Mission launched in 2021.
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📌  FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

AUGUST 15, 2026 YOUTH AND TECHNOLOGY ANNOUNCEMENTS:

WATCH THE TRAP: DO NOT CITE A SPECIFIC TIMELINE FOR THE ADDITIONAL SEMICONDUCTOR

PLANTS (SUCH AS “WITHIN 1-2 YEARS”) AS SETTLED FACT; MEDIA REPORTING ON THIS SPECIFIC

DETAIL HAS BEEN INCONSISTENT, AND THE PRECISE FIGURE SHOULD BE VERIFIED AGAINST THE

OFFICIAL PIB TRANSCRIPT BEFORE BEING TREATED AS CONFIRMED.

Sources: PIB, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
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RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

3D Glass Solutions
US semiconductor packaging firm founded 2010, originating...

KEY TERM

3I-ATLAS Comet
The third confirmed interstellar object to enter our solar system,...

KEY TERM

Active Case Finding (TB)
A proactive public health strategy where health workers systematically...

KEY TERM

Advance Directive (Living Will)
A legal document in which a competent adult specifies their medical...
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