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Lebanon Becomes First Arab League State to
Abolish the Death Penalty

11 August 2026 - 3 minread -

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

Lebanon’s 128-member Parliament voted on August 11, 2026, to formally abolish the death penalty,
replacing it with life imprisonment with aggravated hard labour and retroactively commuting the sentences
of roughly 84-85 death-row prisoners, making Lebanon the first Arab League member state to legally

abolish capital punishment.

WHAT PARLIAMENT APPROVED

The bill replaces capital punishment with life imprisonment involving aggravated hard labour and applies
retroactively to prisoners already sentenced to death, converting their sentences rather than leaving them in
indefinite limbo on death row. Hezbollah’s parliamentary bloc voted against the bill, while it otherwise
secured cross-party support. The legislation is not yet in force: it must still be cleared by the Lebanese Cabinet

and signed into law by President Joseph Aoun before taking effect.

A TWO-DECADE DE FACTO MORATORIUM MADE FORMAL

Lebanon has not carried out an execution since January 17, 2004, meaning the country had operated under
a de facto moratorium for over two decades even while capital punishment remained on the statute book for
offences including premeditated murder, terrorism-related crimes and certain security offences. The August
2026 vote converts that informal practice into binding law, closing the gap between Lebanon’s actual practice
and its formal criminal code, and pre-empting any future government from reintroducing executions by mere

policy reversal.

REGIONAL AND GLOBAL CONTEXT

While Djibouti is sometimes cited in informal discussions as an Arab-world abolitionist state, its legal status is
disputed, making Lebanon’s 2026 law the first unambiguous, formal abolition of the death penalty by an Arab
League member. The move aligns Lebanon with a broader global trend: over two-thirds of UN member states
have abolished the death penalty in law or practice, and the UN General Assembly has periodically passed

non-binding moratorium resolutions urging states to suspend executions pending full abolition.
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COMPARATIVE NOTE FOR INDIA

India retains the death penalty, applying it only in the “rarest of rare” cases under the doctrine laid down by
the Supreme Court in Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab (1980), which requires courts to weigh
aggravating and mitigating circumstances before imposing a capital sentence rather than treating it as a
default punishment for capital offences. India’s Law Commission Report No. 262 (2015) went further,
recommending abolition of the death penalty for all offences except terrorism-related crimes and offences
against the state, reflecting an ongoing, unresolved debate about the punishment’s deterrent value versus its
irreversibility. Lebanon’s abolition offers Mains answers a fresh comparative-constitutionalism example for
questions on capital punishment jurisprudence, sitting alongside abolitionist trends in Europe and partial-

abolition recommendations closer to home.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2: Comparative constitutional law on capital punishment; India’s “rarest of rare” doctrine (Bachan
Singh v. State of Punjab, 1980); Law Commission recommendations on criminal-justice reform; India’s

bilateral relations with Lebanon and the wider West Asia region.

Mains angle: “Discuss the doctrine of ‘rarest of rare’ cases in India’s capital punishment jurisprudence, with
reference to recent international trends toward abolition.” Use Lebanon’s 2026 abolition and the Law

Commission’s 2015 recommendation as comparative anchors.

Prelims focus: Lebanon’s status as the first Arab League state to formally abolish the death penalty; the year

of its last execution (2004); the case name and year of India’s “rarest of rare” doctrine (Bachan Singh, 1980).
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FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

I LEBANON’S DEATH PENALTY ABOLITION:

Passed by Lebanon’s 128-member Parliament, August 11, 2026
Replaces capital punishment with life imprisonment with aggravated hard labour
Retroactively commutes roughly 84-85 death-row sentences

Hezbollah’s bloc voted against; needs Cabinet clearance and signature by President Joseph Aoun to
take effect

Lebanon’s last execution: January 17, 2004 (over two decades of de facto moratorium before this
law)

First Arab League member state to formally, unambiguously abolish the death penalty
I INDIA’S COMPARATIVE FRAMEWORK:
“Rarest of rare” doctrine: Bachan Singh v. State of Punjab (1980)

Law Commission Report No. 262 (2015): recommended abolition except for terrorism and offences
against the state

Sources: PIB, The Hindu, PRS Legislative Research

Source: Lebanon Becomes First Arab League State to Abolish the Death Penalty — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State
PCS Current Affairs
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