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Every fact web-verified against primary sources

Assam opened its online self-enumeration window for Phase 1 of Census 2027 on August 2, 2026, allowing

residents to complete the Houselisting and Housing Census themselves through a dedicated portal before

field enumeration begins.

THE ASSAM WINDOW

PARAMETER DETAIL

Self-enumeration window 2 to 16 August 2026

Portal se.census.gov.in

Daily availability 6 am to midnight

Languages Assamese, English and 14 other Indian languages

Identifier issued An 11-digit Self-Enumeration (SE) ID, sent by SMS or email, to be shown to the

enumerator

Field houselisting

operation

17 August to 15 September 2026

Phase covered Phase 1: Houselisting and Housing Census
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WHY CENSUS 2027 IS THREE FIRSTS AT ONCE

FIRST SIGNIFICANCE

First digital

census

Enumeration moves from paper schedules to a mobile application, with a self-enumeration

option, changing both the speed of data availability and the error profile

First census since

2011

The 2021 Census was deferred; a sixteen-year gap is unprecedented in independent India

and means policy has been running on increasingly stale population data

First to

enumerate caste

Caste enumeration beyond Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes has not been part of a

regular Indian census since 1931

THE TWO-PHASE STRUCTURE

Indian censuses are conducted in two distinct phases, and confusing them is a common error.

PHASE CONTENT ASSAM TIMING

Phase 1: Houselisting

and Housing Census

Records buildings, their use, construction

materials, amenities such as drinking water,

sanitation, electricity and fuel, and household

assets

Self-enumeration 2-16 August

2026; field operation 17 August

to 15 September 2026

Phase 2: Population

Enumeration

Records individual demographic, social, cultural

and economic characteristics of every person

Scheduled for 2027

REFERENCE DATES

The reference date is the moment to which all census data relates, regardless of when the enumerator

actually visits, and India uses two because of terrain.

AREA
REFERENCE

DATE

Most of India 1 March 2027

Ladakh, and the non-synchronous snow-bound areas of Jammu and Kashmir,

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand

1 October 2026

The earlier date for snow-bound regions exists because those areas become inaccessible in the deep winter, so

enumeration must be completed before the passes close.
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WHY THE CENSUS MATTERS BEYOND COUNTING

DOWNSTREAM USE DEPENDENCY

Delimitation The freeze on Lok Sabha seat numbers runs until the first census after 2026,

making Census 2027 the trigger for the entire delimitation question

Women’s reservation Implementation of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 is tied to the

delimitation exercise that follows this census

Welfare targeting Beneficiary counts for the National Food Security Act and other schemes are

still anchored to 2011 population figures

Constituency and

administrative planning

Ward, block and constituency boundaries all rest on current population data

THE LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAME

ELEMENT DETAIL

Census Act, 1948 The governing statute; makes providing information obligatory and

guarantees confidentiality of individual records

Union List, Entry 69 Places “Census” squarely within Union legislative competence

Registrar General and Census

Commissioner of India

The office conducting the census, under the Ministry of Home Affairs

Data confidentiality Individual returns are confidential under the Act and not admissible as

evidence; only aggregate data is published

Self-enumeration adds a genuine new consideration: a household entering its own data through a public

portal raises data-protection questions that a paper schedule collected by an enumerator did not, and the

interaction between the Census Act’s confidentiality guarantee and the Digital Personal Data Protection

Act, 2023 is an area worth watching.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 1: Population and associated issues; census data as the basis for social and demographic analysis.

GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions; statutory bodies; e-governance applications, models,

successes and limitations.

Prelims pointers:
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📌  FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

ASSAM SELF-ENUMERATION:

CENSUS 2027, THREE FIRSTS: FIRST DIGITAL CENSUS; FIRST SINCE 2011; FIRST TO

ENUMERATE CASTE SINCE 1931.

REFERENCE DATES: 1 MARCH 2027 FOR MOST OF INDIA; 1 OCTOBER 2026 FOR LADAKH AND

SNOW-BOUND AREAS OF J&K AND UTTARAKHAND.

LEGAL FRAME: CENSUS ACT, 1948; UNION LIST ENTRY 69; REGISTRAR GENERAL AND CENSUS

COMMISSIONER OF INDIA, UNDER THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS; INDIVIDUAL RECORDS

CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT ADMISSIBLE AS EVIDENCE.

WHY IT MATTERS DOWNSTREAM: TRIGGERS THE DELIMITATION QUESTION, ON WHICH THE NARI

SHAKTI VANDAN ADHINIYAM, 2023 ROLLOUT ALSO DEPENDS.

Sources: Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, Press Information Bureau, Ministry of

Home Affairs

Source: Count Yourself: Assam Opens the Window on India's First Digital Census — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC &

State PCS Current Affairs

Census Act, 1948; “Census” is Entry 69 of the Union List; conducted by the Registrar

General and Census Commissioner of India under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Census 2027 is India’s first digital census, the first since 2011, and the first to enumerate

caste since 1931.

Two phases: Houselisting and Housing Census (Phase 1), then Population Enumeration

(Phase 2).

Reference dates: 1 March 2027 generally; 1 October 2026 for Ladakh and the snow-bound areas

of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Assam self-enumeration: 2 to 16 August 2026 via se.census.gov.in, with an 11-digit SE ID.

Window 2 to 16 August 2026; portal se.census.gov.in; 6 am to midnight.

Available in Assamese, English and 14 other Indian languages.

Each household receives an 11-digit Self-Enumeration (SE) ID to show the enumerator.

Field houselisting operation: 17 August to 15 September 2026.
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KEY TERM
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KEY TERM
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