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Every fact web-verified against primary sources

The UN’s World Day against Trafficking in Persons was observed on July 30, 2026, with the 2026 theme

“Trapped Behind the Scam,” spotlighting victims trafficked into forced labour running online scam-centre

operations.

THE OBSERVANCE

PARAMETER DETAIL

Established 2013, by UN General Assembly resolution

Observed July 30 annually

Shared date International Day of Friendship, observed since 2011

2026 theme “Trapped Behind the Scam”

WHAT “TRAFFICKING FOR FORCED CRIMINALITY” MEANS

Most public understanding of human trafficking centres on forced labour in manual or domestic work, or

sexual exploitation. A distinct and rapidly growing category, trafficking for forced criminality, involves

victims coerced into committing crimes on behalf of their traffickers, most prominently, in the current wave,

running online financial-fraud “scam centres.”

The pattern documented by international agencies follows a consistent structure: victims respond to fake job

advertisements, often for legitimate-sounding roles like customer service, data entry or technical support,

typically abroad. On arrival, passports are confiscated, and victims are held in guarded compounds and

coerced, through debt bondage, threats or physical violence, into operating online scams, romance fraud, fake

investment schemes, and cryptocurrency cons, targeting victims worldwide, including in India.
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ELEMENT DETAIL

IOM data (2022-

2025)

Assisted over 3,500 victims of trafficking for forced criminality across Southeast Asia

Source countries Victims from 39 countries, with India among the top source countries, alongside

Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, Kenya and Bangladesh

Method Fake international job offers, followed by confiscation of documents and coercion into

running online fraud

Policy position of

IOM

Victims should be treated as trafficking survivors, not as criminal offenders, even though

they are made to commit the underlying fraud

INDIA’S RESPONSE ARCHITECTURE

India’s engagement with this problem spans both its human-trafficking legal framework and its cybercrime

infrastructure, since the crime sits at the intersection of both.

INSTRUMENT/BODY RELEVANCE

Article 23 of the Constitution Prohibits traffic in human beings and forced labour, enforceable as a

Fundamental Right

Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act,

1956

India’s principal anti-trafficking statute, though focused historically

on sexual exploitation rather than the newer forced-criminality

pattern

Trafficking in Persons (Prevention,

Care and Rehabilitation) Bill

A pending, more comprehensive anti-trafficking bill that has not yet

been enacted

Indian Cybercrime Coordination

Centre (I4C)

Coordinates the national cybercrime response, including cases where

Indian victims are both defrauded by, and in some cases coerced into

running, these scam operations

1930 helpline and cybercrime.gov.in The citizen-facing reporting channel for cyber-financial fraud,

increasingly relevant as scam-centre-run frauds target Indian victims

directly

The dual challenge for Indian policy is that citizens can appear on both sides of this crime type: as victims

defrauded by scam-centre operations run out of Southeast Asia, and, in the harder-to-detect cases the IOM’s

data highlights, as Indians themselves trafficked abroad and coerced into running such operations against

others.
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UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 1: Social issues, vulnerable sections of society.

GS Paper 2: International cooperation on human trafficking; India’s welfare mechanisms for vulnerable

groups.

GS Paper 3: Internal security challenges through communication networks; cybercrime and money-

laundering.

Prelims pointers:

📌  FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS:

TRAFFICKING FOR FORCED CRIMINALITY:

INDIA’S FRAMEWORK:

Sources: International Organization for Migration, PIB, Ministry of Home Affairs

World Day against Trafficking in Persons: July 30, since 2013; shares the date with the

International Day of Friendship (since 2011).

2026 theme: “Trapped Behind the Scam.”

Article 23: constitutional prohibition on trafficking and forced labour.

Principal statute: Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956.

I4C: Indian Cybercrime Coordination Centre, under the Ministry of Home Affairs; cybercrime

helpline 1930.

Observed 30 July, since 2013 (UN General Assembly); shares the date with International Day of
Friendship (since 2011).

2026 theme: “Trapped Behind the Scam.”

IOM assisted over 3,500 victims across Southeast Asia, 2022-2025, from 39 countries.

India among the top source countries, alongside Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, Kenya, Bangladesh.

Victims lured by fake jobs, then coerced into running online scams.

Article 23: constitutional prohibition on trafficking and forced labour.

Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956: principal statute.

I4C: national cybercrime coordination body; helpline 1930, cybercrime.gov.in.
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Active Case Finding (TB)
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