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Why India Abstained on the World's First Gig-
Work Treaty

= The Hindu 30 July 2026 @

} INTERVIEW ANGLE

"India abstained on a treaty its own worker and employer delegates voted for. Whose judgment
should carry more weight in a tripartite ILO vote, the government's sovereignty calculation or its

own delegates' assessment of what workers need?"

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

THE LIFT LINE

A government that sends delegates to vote for a treaty, and then abstains from adopting it, is not expressing
one institutional view. It is expressing two, and the gap between them is where 23.5 million gig workers

currently stand.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

Labour rights in the platform economy sit at the intersection of GS2 governance and GS3 economy, and

India’s abstention on a landmark ILO Convention is a current, precisely dated case for testing whether

students can hold both the sovereignty argument and the worker-protection argument in tension.

GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors; issues relating to
development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to labour; international institutions (ILO)

and India’s engagement.
GS Paper 3: Indian Economy, employment; effects of liberalisation and the gig/platform economy.

For Prelims, fix the Convention’s exact number, adoption date, and the tripartite voting structure that makes

India’s abstention notable.
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CONCEPT MEANING WHY UPSC TESTS IT

ILO Convention No. The first binding global treaty on decent work in A new, specific instrument likely to

193 the platform economy, adopted 12 June 2026 be tested by name and date

Tripartite structure Each ILO member state’s delegation includes Explains why India’s government

(ILO) government, employer and worker abstention diverged from its own
representatives, each voting separately delegates’ votes

Algorithmic Requiring platforms to disclose how work The Convention’s most novel

transparency allocation, ratings and pay are algorithmically protection, addressing gig work’s
determined distinctive opacity

Conformity-first Ratifying an international convention only after India’s stated rationale for the

ratification doctrine domestic law is substantially aligned with it abstention

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

DATE DEVELOPMENT

12 June 2026 ILO adopts Convention No. 193 on Decent Work in the Platform Economy

Vote India’s government delegation abstains; India’s employer and worker delegates vote
in favour

Coverage Algorithmic transparency, minimum income protections, portable social security for
platform workers

India’s platform Projected to reach approximately 23.5 million by 2030

workforce

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

The tripartite split, and what it reveals

ILO conventions are voted on by three distinct delegates per country, not a single national position, precisely
to capture government, employer and worker perspectives separately. When India’s worker and employer
delegates voted in favour while the government abstained, the split is not a technicality; it signals that India’s
own social partners, including the representatives closest to the platform-economy workforce and its
employers, judged the Convention worth adopting, while the government’s institutional calculation weighed

differently.
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What conformity-first ratification actually does

India’s stated doctrine, ratifying international labour conventions only once domestic law substantially
conforms to their requirements, has a defensible logic: it avoids the credibility cost of ratifying commitments
the country cannot yet enforce. But the doctrine’s defensibility depends entirely on domestic alignment
actually proceeding on some timeline. Without a fixed target date for aligning domestic gig-work regulation
with Convention 193’s protections, conformity-first risks becoming, in practice, indefinite deferral, a

sovereignty argument doing the work of a protection delay.

What workers lose in the meantime

Algorithmic transparency is the Convention’s most distinctive protection, addressing a problem specific to
platform work: workers often cannot see how the algorithm that allocates jobs, sets pay, or triggers
deactivation actually functions, making disputes and unfair treatment difficult to identify or contest. India’s
existing domestic frameworks, including voluntary platform codes of conduct, have not delivered this
transparency at scale, leaving a protection gap that ratification, or a credible path toward it, would have begun

to close.

The sovereignty case, taken seriously

Alarge, economically diverse country reasonably resists importing a single international template for a fast-
evolving, structurally varied domestic sector; India’s platform economy spans ride-hailing, delivery, freelance
digital work and more, each with different labour dynamics that a uniform international standard may not fit
cleanly. Premature ratification without matching domestic enforcement capacity could produce paper
commitments India cannot actually deliver, undermining rather than strengthening worker protection

credibility.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Distinguish a sequencing argument from a substance argument. India’s abstention is framed as
being about timing, “we will align once ready,” not about opposing the Convention’s substance. Whenever a
government position is framed this way, the correct follow-up question is whether a concrete sequence and
timeline actually exists, or whether “not yet” functions as an open-ended answer with no accountability
mechanism attached. A sequencing argument without a timeline is, functionally, a substance objection

wearing a procedural justification.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Picture a three-legged stool representing the ILO’s tripartite vote, one leg for government, one for employers,
one for workers. Two legs, employer and worker, lean forward in favour of the Convention. The government

leg leans back, abstaining. A stool with legs pointing in different directions does not fall over on a vote day,
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since the vote itself simply records each leg’s position, but it signals structural disagreement within the same
national delegation about where the country should stand, disagreement that the “conformity-first” label

smooths over in public communication without resolving in practice.

WAY FORWARD

O seta fixed, public timeline for domestic alignment with Convention 193’s core protections,

converting conformity-first from an open-ended posture into an accountable sequence.

2] Legislate algorithmic transparency requirements for platforms operating in India
independently of ratification, since this protection does not require treaty adoption to implement
domestically.

O Extend social-security portability for gig workers through India’s existing labour-code
framework, building toward Convention-equivalent protection even before formal ratification.

O publish periodic progress reports on domestic alignment, so the conformity-first doctrine
remains a transparent, trackable process rather than an unmonitored deferral.

> Engage employer and worker delegates’ assessment directly in future ratification-timeline

decisions, since their vote already reflects a considered view closer to the affected workforce.

PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

UPSC has tested India’s labour codes, gig-economy regulation, and India’s engagement with international
labour standards as recurring GS2/GS3 themes; the Convention 193 abstention is a current, precisely dated

case combining both.

Practice question: “A conformity-first ratification doctrine is defensible only if it comes with a fixed
timeline; without one, it functions as indefinite deferral.” Examine this claim with reference to India’s

abstention on ILO Convention No. 193. (250 words, 15 marks)

Interview angle: India abstained on a treaty its own worker and employer delegates voted for. Whose
judgment should carry more weight in a tripartite ILO vote, the government’s sovereignty calculation or its

own delegates’ assessment of what workers need?

Sources: The Hindu, International Labour Organization, Ministry of Labour and Employment

Source: Why India Abstained on the World's First Gig-Work Treaty — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS
Editorial Analysis
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® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE

India’s abstention on ILO Convention No. 193, the first binding
global treaty on platform work, prioritises regulatory sovereignty
over the algorithmic-transparency and social-security protections

the Convention would extend to India’s roughly 23.5 million
projected gig workers by 2030.

v SUPPORTING

* India’s own government-appointed employer and worker delegates at the ILO voted in
favour of the Convention, making the government’s abstention a deviation from its own
tripartite representatives’ assessment.

* A “conformity-first” ratification doctrine, ratifying only after domestic law is fully aligned, can
function as an indefinite deferral mechanism if domestic reform itself has no fixed timeline.

* Algorithmic transparency, requiring platforms to disclose how work allocation and pay are
determined, is a protection gig workers currently lack in India and that voluntary domestic
codes have not delivered at scale.

A COUNTER

A large, diverse economy like India has a legitimate interest in designing labour protections
suited to its own platform-economy structure rather than importing a one-size-fits-all
international standard, and premature ratification without matching domestic capacity risks
unenforceable commitments.

- WAY FORWARD

Set a fixed, public timeline for domestic alignment with Convention 193's core protections,
rather than an open-ended conformity-first posture, so sovereignty concerns do not become
a permanent substitute for protection.
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-g_é\ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION
India abstained on ILO Convention No. 193 on platform work despite its own tripartite delegates voting
in favour. Examine the rationale for a "conformity-first" ratification doctrine and its costs for India's gig
workforce. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

The International Labour Organization adopted Convention No. 193 on “Decent Work in the Platform
Economy” on 12 June 2026, the first binding global treaty covering gig and platform workers, and India

abstained on its adoption despite its own employer and worker delegates voting in favour.

BODY

ILO conventions are adopted through a tripartite process, government, employer and worker delegates
from each member state each cast a vote, and Convention 193 passed with broad support, covering
algorithmic transparency, minimum income protections and social-security portability for platform workers.
India’s government delegation abstained, citing a “conformity-first” doctrine under which India ratifies
international labour conventions only once domestic law is already substantially aligned with their
requirements, a position that prioritises legal certainty and regulatory sovereignty over the signalling and
binding-commitment value of early ratification.

The practical cost falls on India’s platform workforce, projected to reach approximately 23.5 million by
2030, who remain without algorithmic transparency requirements or portable social-security protections

that workers in ratifying countries will have access to.

CONCLUSION

A conformity-first doctrine is defensible in principle, but without a fixed public timeline for domestic
alignment, it risks functioning as indefinite deferral rather than considered sequencing, leaving India’s

fastest-growing employment segment without the protections its own delegates judged necessary.
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