
U P S C  &  S T A T E  P C S  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S    ·    U J I YA R I . C O M

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Exercise Pitch Black 2026 IAF
Rafales Head to Australia

18 July 2026 · SECURITY & DEFENCE · GS3

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary
UPSC Educator & Content Creator

linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR

BharatNotes
Free UPSC notes, MCQs, PYQ analysis. 100%
Free.

bharatnotes.com →

📢  ADVERTISE

Advertise with Ujiyari
Reach thousands of UPSC aspirants daily.

✉ epicbharat@gmail.com

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

Exercise Pitch Black 2026 IAF Rafales Head to Australia 1 / 6

https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/


Every fact web-verified against primary sources

The contingent arrived in Australia on July 16, 2026 to take part in Exercise Pitch Black 2026, the

Royal Australian Air Force’s premier multinational air-combat exercise. For the first time, IAF Rafale

fighters will participate.

WHAT IS EXERCISE PITCH BLACK

Pitch Black is the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) biennial flagship air-combat exercise, conducted

over the vast training airspace of northern Australia with hubs at Darwin (RAAF Base Darwin),

Tindal and Amberley. The 2026 edition runs from July 20 to August 7, 2026.

The exercise gets its name from its emphasis on large-force employment during periods of darkness.

It is one of the biggest air drills in the Indo-Pacific, built to sharpen coalition air operations in a realistic,

contested environment.

PARAMETER FIGURE

Duration July 20 to August 7, 2026

Host Royal Australian Air Force

Aircraft (total) About 100

Personnel (total) Over 2,500

Participating nations Around 20

First-time platforms India’s Rafale, Japan’s F-35, Indonesia’s T-50I

THE INDIAN CONTINGENT

The IAF is deploying a compact but capable package:

Scale of the 2026 Edition
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The Rafale debut is the headline. Alongside the first-time inclusion of Japan’s F-35 and Indonesia’s T-

50I, it reflects how the exercise is drawing in the most advanced platforms of the region’s air forces.

Three themes stand out for India:

Interoperability. Operating alongside roughly 20 air forces in a single, dense airspace tests how well the

IAF can integrate with partners in complex coalition scenarios, a core requirement for Indo-Pacific

security cooperation.

Expeditionary reach. The C-17 Globemaster aircraft are not just support; they demonstrate the IAF’s

ability to project and sustain airpower far from home bases, a capability central to any credible

expeditionary posture.

Airpower diplomacy. Participation deepens India-Australia defence ties, which run through the 2+2

Ministerial Dialogue, the Malabar naval exercise and the broader Quad framework of India, Australia,

Japan and the United States.

DISTINGUISHING THE EXERCISES

Aspirants must not confuse the region’s overlapping drills:

EXERCISE TYPE NOTE

Pitch Black Air (multinational) Hosted by Australia

Malabar Naval Quad members

Tarang Shakti Air (multinational) India-hosted

India’s approach here is consistent with its stated policy of enhancing Indo-Pacific security

cooperation with like-minded partners while preserving strategic autonomy. Such exercises are confidence-

building and capability-building measures, not alliance commitments.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 3: Security challenges; various security forces and agencies and their mandate; defence

cooperation and preparedness.

4 Rafale multirole fighters (first-ever Rafale participation in Pitch Black)

2 C-17 Globemaster III heavy-lift transport aircraft

Over 120 air warriors

Reading the Strategic Signal

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

Exercise Pitch Black 2026 IAF Rafales Head to Australia 3 / 6

https://ujiyari.com/terms/interoperability/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/strategic-autonomy/
https://ujiyari.com/vocab/mandate/
https://ujiyari.com/


Prelims pointers:

📌  FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

Sources: PIB / Ministry of Defence, Royal Australian Air Force - Exercise Pitch Black, Indian Air Force

Source: Exercise Pitch Black 2026 IAF Rafales Head to Australia — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current

Affairs

RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

A Breach at the Perimeter: Why Critical Infrastructure Needs Mandatory Disclosure
17 Jul

THE HINDU

Unevenly Unsafe: Reading the Global Terrorism Index 2026
11 Jul

INDIAN EXPRESS

Hormuz Is Not Malacca: Why India Cannot Copy Iran's Chokepoint Playbook
10 Jul

BUSINESS STANDARD

The First Batch Comes Home: Agnipath and the Retention Question
6 Jul

Pitch Black is hosted by the Royal Australian Air Force; 2026 edition July 20 to August 7.

IAF contingent: 4 Rafales, 2 C-17s, 120+ air warriors; first Rafale participation.

First-time platforms overall: Japan’s F-35 and Indonesia’s T-50I.

Tarang Shakti is India’s own multinational air exercise; Malabar is naval.

Pitch Black is held over northern Australia (Darwin, Tindal, Amberley) and is named for its focus on
night large-force operations.

The C-17 Globemaster III is the IAF’s principal strategic airlifter, key to expeditionary logistics.

India-Australia defence architecture includes the 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue, Malabar and the Quad.

The Rafale is a French twin-engine multirole fighter inducted by the IAF; Pitch Black 2026 is its first
appearance at the exercise.

Around 20 nations, 100 aircraft and 2,500+ personnel join the 2026 edition.
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RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Programme
India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...

KEY TERM

AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act)
A central legislation granting special powers to armed forces...

KEY TERM

Agnipath Scheme
A short-tenure recruitment model for the armed forces under which...

KEY TERM

AMCA (Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft)
India's indigenous fifth-generation stealth fighter programme, for...
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