
U P S C  &  S T A T E  P C S  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S    ·    U J I YA R I . C O M

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS

Secondary Tariffs and the
Price of Strategic Autonomy

📰 BUSINESS STANDARD

17 July 2026 · IR · GS2 GS3

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary
UPSC Educator & Content Creator

linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR

BharatNotes
Free UPSC notes, MCQs, PYQ analysis. 100%
Free.

bharatnotes.com →

📢  ADVERTISE

Advertise with Ujiyari
Reach thousands of UPSC aspirants daily.

✉ epicbharat@gmail.com

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

Secondary Tariffs and the Price of Strategic Autonomy 1 / 7

https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/


Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

THE LIFT LINE

A tariff aimed at Moscow that lands on New Delhi is not a sanction on Russia; it is a bill presented to India for

the crime of buying oil in its own national interest.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

A bipartisan bill moving through the United States Senate would authorise the President to impose tariffs of

up to 100 per cent on goods from the largest buyers of Russian oil, with India and China named among the

intended targets, while several European importers of Russian gas are carved out through exemptions. This is

a textbook case of secondary sanctions, coercive measures aimed not at the sanctioned state but at third

countries that continue to trade with it, and their extraterritorial (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/extraterritorial/)

reach into decisions that are properly sovereign. For the exam it is a clean GS2 and GS3 crossover, testing the

durability of India’s strategic autonomy (https://ujiyari.com/terms/strategic-autonomy/) against the pressure

of great-power coercion (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/coercion/), and the hard arithmetic of energy security (https://

ujiyari.com/terms/energy-security/) for a country that imports the overwhelming majority of the crude it burns.

GS Paper 2: effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

bilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/bilateral/), regional and global groupings and agreements involving India; India

and its relations with major powers.

GS Paper 3: infrastructure and energy security; growth and development; the mobilisation of resources and

the management of external vulnerabilities.

For Prelims, hold the specifics: secondary sanctions operate extraterritorially, penalising third-party

firms and states for lawful trade with a sanctioned entity, as distinct from primary sanctions that bind only the

sanctioning state’s own nationals; India imports roughly 85 per cent of its crude oil and is among the world’s

largest oil importers; India’s share of discounted Russian crude rose from under 2 per cent of imports
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before 2022 to a large fraction of the basket thereafter, making Russia one of India’s top suppliers; the G7

price cap of 2022 sought to keep Russian oil flowing to the market while capping the revenue Moscow earns

per barrel; India’s crude-import basket also draws on West Asia (Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the UAE) and the United

States; and India’s foreign policy runs on strategic autonomy and multi-alignment (https://ujiyari.com/te

rms/multi-alignment/), the pursuit of national interest through issue-based partnerships rather than fixed

blocs.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

India’s turn to discounted Russian crude after 2022 was not an act of geopolitical alignment; it was an act of

consumer economics. When Western buyers withdrew from Russian oil, the discounted barrels that remained

were bought by refiners in India and China, and the effect was twofold. It cushioned Indian consumers and the

current account against a spike in global prices, and, paradoxically, it kept Russian crude on the world market

and thereby restrained the global price that every importer, including in the West, would otherwise have paid.

The G7 price cap was designed precisely to preserve this flow while squeezing Moscow’s per-barrel revenue.

India, in other words, has been operating inside the logic the West itself constructed.

The Senate bill inverts that logic. By threatening punitive (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/punitive/) tariffs on the buyers

rather than on the seller, it seeks to close off the very market outlet the price cap kept open, and it does so

selectively, exempting European importers of Russian gas while naming India and China. That selectivity is

the heart of the grievance. It converts a measure ostensibly about ending a war into a measure that penalises

developing-country energy consumers for a pattern of trade that Western economies practised themselves.

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

Secondary sanctions ask a third country to subordinate its own economic and security interests to another

power’s foreign policy, under threat of losing access to that power’s market. When the same measure exempts

European gas buyers, the principle collapses into selectivity: the objection is not to buying Russian energy but

to which country does the buying. India’s position is that its energy procurement is guided by national

interest and consumer welfare, and that a country importing 85 per cent of its oil cannot be asked to

price its citizens’ fuel by another capital’s political calendar.

The coercion is extraterritorial and selective
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DIMENSION INDIA’S EXPOSURE WHY IT CONSTRAINS POLICY

Import

dependence

About 85 per cent of crude

imported

Any supply shock hits growth, inflation and the current

account

Russian share A large slice of the basket since

2022

Sudden withdrawal means costlier barrels and price

spikes

Discount value Below-market Russian crude Directly lowers the import bill and cushions consumers

Diversification West Asia, US, Africa, Latin

America

Available but at higher cost and with its own risks

Coercion cost Up to 100 per cent tariff threat Threatens export access to a major market for goods

The table makes the dilemma plain. India can diversify away from Russian crude, and prudence says it should

keep that optionality alive, but it cannot do so instantly or cheaply, and being seen to do so under coercion

carries a strategic cost of its own.

The deeper contest is not about barrels but about who decides. Strategic autonomy means India retains the

right to determine its own economic and security choices, including where it sources energy, without

outsourcing that decision to any external power. Conceding on Russian oil under tariff threat would establish

a precedent that India’s sovereign choices are negotiable under pressure, which is a currency far more

expensive than any discount on crude.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Test the issue against three questions, and an answer that walks all three will outscore one that argues only

from grievance. First, the legality and legitimacy question: are extraterritorial secondary sanctions a

legitimate instrument, or coercion that undermines the sovereign equality of states and the openness of trade?

India’s consistent position is the latter. Second, the interest question: what is India’s actual exposure, and

how much of it is negotiable? Here the honest answer is that diversification is both necessary and gradual, so

the response must be resilience (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/resilience/), not defiance for its own sake. Third, the

relationship question: how does India defend its energy sovereignty (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/sovereignty/) while

preserving a strategically vital partnership with the United States? The transferable insight is that strategic

autonomy is not the rejection of partnership; it is the insistence that partnership does not require surrender of

core national choices, and the skill lies in defending the principle while keeping the relationship intact.

The energy-security arithmetic is unforgiving

Strategic autonomy is the real stake
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THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Russia-Ukraine war -> Western withdrawal from Russian crude -> discounted barrels flow

to India and China -> G7 price cap keeps oil on the market while capping Moscow's

revenue -> India cushions consumers and restrains global price -> US Senate bill

threatens up to 100 per cent secondary tariffs on named buyers, exempts European gas

importers -> test of India's energy security and strategic autonomy -> India defends

sovereign right to source energy in national interest -> response: diversify supply,

deepen the US relationship, hold the principle

WAY FORWARD

PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

UPSC has repeatedly probed India’s strategic autonomy, its balancing among major powers, and the challenge

of energy security for an import-dependent economy. This editorial connects all three, rewarding candidates

who can argue the sovereignty principle and the energy arithmetic together rather than treating them as

separate silos.

Practice question: “Secondary sanctions test the limits of a country’s strategic autonomy.” In the light of

proposed United States tariffs on buyers of Russian oil, examine how India can safeguard its energy security

while preserving its partnership with the United States. (250 words, 15 marks)

Defend the principle without picking a fight. India should restate clearly that its energy

sourcing is a sovereign decision guided by national interest and consumer welfare, and that

selective secondary sanctions that exempt European buyers lack legitimacy, while keeping the tone

that of a partner making its case rather than an adversary issuing a challenge.

1

Accelerate genuine diversification. Deepen long-term supply contracts with West Asia, the

United States, Africa and Latin America, expand the strategic petroleum reserve (https://

ujiyari.com/terms/strategic-petroleum-reserve/), and invest in refining flexibility so that resilience,

not dependence on any single supplier, becomes the ballast of energy security.

2

Ring-fence the wider relationship. Insulate defence, technology and trade cooperation with the

United States from the oil dispute through sustained diplomatic engagement, so that a single

coercive instrument does not hostage the entire strategic partnership.

3

Invest in the structural exit. The durable answer to import dependence is to reduce it: scale

renewables, biofuels, green hydrogen and electric mobility, because every barrel India does not need

to import is a barrel that cannot be turned into a lever of coercion against it.

4
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Sources: Business Standard (https://www.business-standard.com/), Ministry of External Affairs (https://www.mea.go

v.in/)
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