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THE LIFT LINE

A generation that grew up with a smartphone in one hand and an election in the other is no longer waiting to

be mobilised by parties, and that quiet inversion, where the voter organises the leader rather than the leader

organising the voter, is the most consequential shift in Indian democracy today.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

India is the youngest large democracy on earth, with a median age around 28 and roughly two-thirds of the
population under 35. A large share of first-time and young voters now enters the electoral arena carrying its
own information, its own grievances and its own networks, formed on social media rather than at a party
office. This cohort tends to vote on issues such as jobs, prices, education and dignity rather than on inherited
loyalty, and it punishes non-performance with a speed that unsettles established structures. The editorial
matters because it forces the question of whether this energy strengthens democratic accountability or exposes

it to manipulation, populism (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/populism/) and the erosion of institutional trust.
GS Paper 1: Society, effects of social media, urbanisation, and social change in modern India.

GS Paper 2: Elections and the electoral process, salient features of representative democracy, and the role of

citizens’ awareness in accountability.

For Prelims, hold the demographic (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/demographic/) markers: India’s median age near 28,
the share of population under 35, the youth franchise from the 61st Constitutional Amendment (1988) that
lowered the voting age to 18, and the constitutional design of universal adult suffrage under Article 326. For
Mains, argue that issue-based, digitally driven voting can deepen accountability only when paired with media

literacy and strong institutions, otherwise it curdles into populism and misinformation.
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

For decades, Indian electoral mobilisation flowed downward. Parties built cadres, cultivated caste and
community networks, and delivered voters through patronage (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/patronage/) and
organisation. The young voter today short-circuits that chain. Cheap data, vernacular content and messaging
platforms mean a school-leaver in a small town can access the same political information as a metropolitan

commentator, form an opinion, and broadcast it to hundreds within minutes.

This is not merely a change of medium. It is a change in the direction of influence. Where parties once set the
agenda, trending grievances now set it, and leaders scramble to respond. The result is a politics that is more

responsive on the surface, yet also more volatile, because attention is fickle and outrage travels faster than

reasoned argument.

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

Accountability from below

The clearest gain is anti-incumbency with teeth. A young, connected electorate documents unemployment,
paper leaks, price rises and local failures in real time, and it does not forget by polling day. Issue-based voting
rewards visible delivery and punishes empty rhetoric (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/rhetoric/), which is a healthy

discipline for any government.

The representation gap

Yet the people who govern do not resemble the people who vote. Indian legislatures skew old and elite, and the
age profile of Parliament and Assemblies lags far behind the median voter. A democracy whose most

numerous constituency is least represented in its lawmaking chambers carries a structural tension that no

amount of digital enthusiasm resolves.

DIMENSION THE NEW POLITICAL GENERATION THE TRADITIONAL STRUCTURE

Source of information Social media, peer networks, vernacular Party cadre, local leader, patronage
content

Basis of vote Issues: jobs, prices, dignity, education Inherited loyalty, caste and community

ties

Speed of Immediate, documented, viral Slow, cyclical, organisation-led

accountability

Chief risk Misinformation, populism, short attention Capture, complacency, exclusion
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The double edge

The same networks that expose failure alsé §pread falschdod. Fiicis talgeted propaganda, deepfakes and
coordinated outrage can convert a genuine grievance into a manufactured one, and populist leaders can ride
emotion past deliberation. When trust in institutions such as the legislature, the bureaucracy and even the
press is already fragile, misinformation does not just mislead, it corrodes the shared facts on which democracy

depends.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Separate the vector from the value. The vector is technology, which is neutral, and it can carry either
accountability or manipulation. The value is the quality of citizenship, which decides which of the two prevails.
The transferable rule for GS1 and GS2 is that political participation is only as democratic as the information
environment that feeds it. A well-informed young electorate is a corrective to complacent power, while a
poorly informed one is raw material for demagoguery. The examiner rewards the candidate who resists both

the techno-optimism that celebrates youth participation uncritically and the pessimism that dismisses it as

mere noise.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Young median age and universal adult suffrage -> cheap data and vernacular social media
-> voter accesses own information and networks -> issue-based voting on jobs, prices,
dignity -> sharp anti-incumbency and accountability from below -> BUT representation gap
in ageing legislatures + misinformation and populism -> outcome depends on media
literacy and institutional trust -> deeper democracy if informed, drift to demagoguery

if not

WAY FORWARD

® Build media and civic literacy early. Governments and educational institutions should embed
critical media literacy in school and college curricula so that young voters can distinguish verified

fact from viral fabrication.

© widen representation. Parties should consciously field younger and more diverse candidates,

narrowing the gap between the age of the electorate and the age of the elected.

3] Regulate misinformation without throttling speech. Strengthen platform accountability for
coordinated disinformation and deepfakes while protecting legitimate dissent (https://ujiyari.com/voca

b/dissent/) and free expression.
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o Rebuild institutional trust. Restore faith in the legislature, the Election Commission and public

institutions through transparencyand respensiveness; singe accountabilitycfrom below works best
when institutions above are seen to be fair.

PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

UPSC has repeatedly probed the effects of social media on society and governance, and the salient features of
Indian democracy. This editorial converts an abstract theme into a live analysis of how a demographic and

technological shift is reshaping accountability, which is exactly the applied reasoning the examiner rewards.

Practice question: “A digitally connected young electorate is transforming political accountability in India,

but the same forces threaten it with populism and misinformation.” Critically examine. (250 words, 15 marks)

Sources: The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com/), Election Commission of India (https://www.eci.gov.in/), PRS
Legislative Research (https://prsindia.org/)
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