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Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

THE LIFT LINE

The monsoon does not fail all at once or everywhere alike, and a July that falls short of normal is dangerous

precisely because it arrives unevenly, watering one field while starving the next in the very weeks the kharif

crop decides its fate.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

The India Meteorological Department has projected that rainfall in July 2026 will be below normal, likely

under about 94 per cent of the Long Period Average, with sharp regional contrasts written into the forecast.

Below-normal rain is likely over most parts of the country, even as some regions, including parts of the

northwest, the northeast and the east, are set to receive normal to above-normal rains. July is not an ordinary

month in the monsoon calendar. It delivers the single largest share of seasonal rainfall and coincides with the

peak of kharif sowing, so a shortfall now shapes the year’s food output, the level of reservoirs that carry the

country through the dry months, and the electricity demand that spikes when rains fail and pumps and coolers

run harder. The forecast matters because it turns an average number into a distribution problem, where the

timing and geography of the deficit decide whether it is a manageable dip or a genuine agricultural stress.

GS Paper 1: Important geophysical phenomena; the monsoon; distribution of key natural resources; climate.

GS Paper 3: Issues related to agriculture, cropping patterns, and food security; conservation and

management of water resources; energy.

For Prelims, hold the specifics: the India Meteorological Department, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences,

which issues monsoon forecasts; the Long Period Average, the benchmark against which seasonal and

monthly rainfall is measured, with normal defined as a band around it; the classification of monthly rainfall,

where below normal typically means below about 94 per cent of the LPA (https://ujiyari.com/terms/lpa-long-period-av

erage-monsoon/); the southwest monsoon season running June to September, of which July and August deliver
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the bulk of the rain; the kharif crops sown with the monsoon, including paddy, pulses, cotton and coarse

cereals; the role of reservoir storage tracked by the Central Water Commission; and the distinction between

the amount of rain and its spatial and temporal distribution. For Mains, argue that Indian agriculture’s

exposure to the monsoon is a function not of total rainfall alone but of its timing and spread, and that drought

preparedness must be built around variability, not averages.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The southwest monsoon is the pulse of the Indian economy. It waters the kharif crop that fills a large part of

the year’s foodgrain basket, refills the reservoirs that supply irrigation, drinking water and hydropower

through the dry season, and shapes rural incomes and the prices that reach urban markets. The IMD frames

its forecasts against the Long Period Average, a long-run mean of seasonal rainfall, and calls a month below

normal when it falls under roughly 94 per cent of that mean. But the seasonal or monthly number hides what

matters most to a farmer, whether the rain came when the seed needed it and whether it fell on the district

that was sown.

That is why the July forecast carries weight beyond its headline figure. A below-normal July concentrated over

the rain-fed heartland strikes at the paddy and cotton belt at the exact moment of transplanting and sowing,

while surplus rain in another region offers little compensation to a farmer in a parched district hundreds of

kilometres away. Rainfall does not average across the country in any way a crop can use. The contrast in the

forecast, deficit in some regions and surplus in others, is therefore the real story, because it means the national

number could look tolerable while specific agricultural regions suffer.

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

A below-normal July is not one crisis but many local ones. The average smooths over the fact that a deficit

region loses its sowing window while a surplus region may face waterlogging. For policy, the district and the

fortnight matter more than the season and the nation, which is why forecasts must be read at the resolution

farmers actually experience.

DOMAIN THE EXPOSURE WHY JULY MATTERS

Kharif sowing Delayed or reduced planting in deficit zones July is peak transplanting for paddy

Reservoir storage Lower refill for the dry season Monsoon is the main recharge window

Power demand Spikes as irrigation pumps run harder Failed rain lifts electricity load

Food prices Firmer as output uncertainty rises Sowing shapes the year’s supply

The distribution problem

What a deficit July puts at risk
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The four exposures interlock. Weak sowing threatens output and prices; poor reservoir refill threatens the dry-

season water and hydropower; and the scramble to irrigate with pumps lifts power demand exactly when

hydropower may be constrained. A single deficit month can ripple across food, water and energy at once.

The forecast is a warning, not a verdict, and its value lies in the response it triggers. Contingency (https://ujiyari.c

om/vocab/contingency/) crop plans, seed of shorter-duration and drought-tolerant varieties, careful reservoir

release and demand-side power management can blunt a deficit. The failure mode is to treat a below-normal

projection as fate rather than as a cue to act.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Read the monsoon as a distribution, not a total. The analytical error is to judge the season by its aggregate

percentage of the Long Period Average when the crop responds to timing and geography. The skill is to

disaggregate (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/disaggregate/), to ask which region, which crop and which fortnight the

deficit hits, because a below-normal July concentrated over a major grain belt is a different event from the

same shortfall spread thinly nationwide. The transferable rule for GS1 and GS3: exposure to climate variability

is about spread and timing, so resilience must be built around the worst-hit district and the critical sowing

window, not the national mean. The examiner rewards the candidate who connects the meteorological forecast

to the agricultural calendar and the food-water-energy chain, rather than reciting monsoon definitions.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

IMD projects July rainfall below normal, under about 94 per cent of the LPA -> deficit

concentrated over the rain-fed heartland while some regions get normal to above-normal

rain -> national average hides a distribution problem -> July is peak kharif sowing and

the main reservoir-refill window -> deficit delays paddy and cotton planting in the

worst-hit districts -> reservoir refill falls short for the dry season -> irrigation

pumps run harder, lifting power demand as hydropower may weaken -> output uncertainty

firms food prices -> response decides the outcome: contingency crops, short-duration

seed, careful reservoir release, demand-side power management -> resilience built around

the district and the fortnight, not the seasonal mean

WAY FORWARD

Preparedness over prediction

Ready contingency crop plans. Government and states should activate district-level

contingency plans with short-duration and drought-tolerant seed varieties, so farmers in deficit

zones can still sow productively if the rains stay weak into late July.
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PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

UPSC has repeatedly asked about the monsoon, its variability and its bearing on Indian agriculture and the

economy. This editorial turns a single forecast into an applied question of distribution and preparedness,

showing why a below-normal July matters more for where and when it rains than for the headline number,

which is exactly the analysis the examiner rewards over a textbook account of the monsoon mechanism.

Practice question: “For Indian agriculture, the distribution of monsoon rainfall matters more than its

total.” Examine with reference to a below-normal July and its implications for kharif sowing, water storage

and energy. (250 words, 15 marks)

Sources: Down To Earth (https://www.downtoearth.org.in/), India Meteorological Department (https://mausam.imd.

gov.in/), Central Water Commission (https://cwc.gov.in/)

Source: A Below-Normal July: The Monsoon Deficit That Kharif Cannot Ignore — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State

PCS Editorial Analysis
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Manage reservoirs prudently. The Central Water Commission and states must calibrate (https://

ujiyari.com/vocab/calibrate/) reservoir releases against a possible weak refill, balancing irrigation,

drinking water and hydropower needs so no single use exhausts a shrinking store.

2

Prepare for the power spike. Utilities should anticipate higher irrigation-driven demand and

constrained hydropower, arranging supply and demand-side measures in advance so a rainfall

deficit does not become a grid crisis.

3

Communicate at farmer resolution. Deliver forecasts and advisories at the district and

fortnight level through agricultural extension and mobile channels, so that decisions on sowing, seed

and inputs are guided by the local reality rather than a national average.
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