N\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS a1 cort -

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS - UJIYARI.COM

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS

The Ocean Begins at the Drain:
India's Marine Plastic Problem

= DOWN TO EARTH

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary

UPSC Educator & Content Creator

MY linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR E ¥t ADVERTISE E
BharatNotes i Advertise with Ujiyari ;
Free UPSC notes, MCQs, PYQ analysis. 100% E Reach thousands of UPSC aspirants daily. E
Free. E E
| M epicbharat@gmail.com E
bharatnotes.com — E |

\ J A

The Ocean Begins at the Drain: India's Marine Plastic Problem 1/6


https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/

\\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

| %

o Ujiyari Current Affairs EDITORIAL ANALYSIS

tiJuly 2626
Daily Current Affalrsgﬂrygrﬁ’ urreSr‘]c?tEﬁE’al?;s ud arl

O - Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

The Ocean Begins at the Drain: India's Marine
Plastic Problem

= Downto Earth 11 July 2026 @

Source: ujiyari.com — researched, fact-checked & UPSC-mapped

© Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

THE LIFT LINE

The sea does not manufacture plastic, it only receives what our cities fail to hold, so the ocean’s plastic crisis is

really a land crisis wearing a marine disguise.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

Marine plastic pollution is usually pictured as an ocean problem, but the bulk of it originates on land, in
mismanaged municipal solid waste that reaches the sea through rivers, drains and stormwater channels. The
story of plastic on India’s beaches is therefore a story of weak source segregation (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/segregat
ion/) and patchy Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) enforcement. For GS3, this is a core environment

and pollution topic that connects waste governance to a global treaty negotiation.

GS Paper 3: conservation, environmental pollution and degradation; solid and plastic waste management;

the interface of development, regulation and environment.

For Prelims, hold the framework: the Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, as amended, which introduced
Extended Producer Responsibility and phased in a ban on identified single-use plastic items; the concept of
source segregation of wet and dry waste; and the ongoing negotiations under the Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee (INC) toward a global plastics treaty. For Mains, argue that marine plastic must be
tackled upstream, at the point of waste generation and segregation, rather than only through coastal clean-

ups.
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

Most plastic that ends up in the ocean is carried there by rivers. Waste that is not segregated at the household
level, not collected efficiently and not recycled or safely disposed of accumulates in drains and waterways, and
monsoon flows flush it seaward. A beach clean-up removes the visible symptom; it does nothing about the

pipeline that keeps refilling the sea. To cut marine plastic, a country has to fix the waste system that leaks it.

India built a serious framework on paper. The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, made producers,
importers and brand owners responsible for the plastic they put into the market through Extended Producer
Responsibility, mandated segregation and collection, and successive amendments banned a list of low-utility,
high-litter single-use plastic items. The gap is enforcement. Segregation at source is inconsistent, municipal
collection and processing capacity is stretched, informal recyclers do heavy lifting with little support, and EPR
obligations are unevenly met. The result is a system that promises a circular economy (https://ujiyari.com/terms/cir

cular-economy/) and delivers a leaking one.

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

Marine plastic is an upstream failure

The instinct to treat ocean plastic as a coastal or maritime issue misplaces the intervention. The leverage (http

s:/ /ujiyari.com/vocab/leverage/) lies inland, at the bin, the collection truck, the material recovery facility and the

recycler.
STAGE WHERE THE LEAK HAPPENS FIX
Household Wet and dry waste not segregated Enforce source segregation
Collection Uncollected or mixed waste in drains Reliable municipal collection
Producer Weak EPR compliance Enforce and audit EPR targets
Recycling Low capacity, informal sector unsupported | Investin and integrate recyclers
Riverine transport | Drains carry waste to sea Trap and intercept before outfall

EPR is only as strong as its enforcement

Extended Producer Responsibility shifts the cost of managing plastic back to those who profit from producing
it, which is the correct principle. But a target unmonitored is a target unmet. Without credible auditing,
traceable credits and penalties that bite, EPR becomes a paperwork exercise while the plastic keeps flowing to

the coast.
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The global dimension

. . jiyariqCurrent Affairs - ujivari<com - FreeyDaily Current Affairs for UPSC e PCS. .. . .
Plastic pollution crosses botders; 4nd Hegotiatiohs under the Thtergovernmental Negotiating Committee aim

at a binding global plastics treaty covering the full life cycle of plastic. India’s domestic performance on

segregation and EPR shapes both its credibility and its interests in those talks.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Read marine plastic as the visible end of an invisible supply chain of neglect. The transferable rule: pollution
that appears in one medium, the ocean, is often generated in another, the city, so effective policy intervenes at
the source of generation, not the site of accumulation. Judge success by falling leakage into rivers and rising

segregation and recycling rates, not by the tonnage collected from beaches.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Single-use plastic consumed -> waste not segregated at source -> mixed waste in bins and
drains -> weak collection and EPR enforcement -> plastic enters rivers -> monsoon flows
carry it to sea -> marine plastic pollution -> fix upstream: segregation + strict EPR +
recycling capacity + single-use ban enforcement + global plastics treaty -> less plastic

reaches the ocean

WAY FORWARD

0 Enforce source segregation. Make separation of wet and dry waste at the household level a
firmly implemented norm, backed by municipal capacity to keep the streams apart through

collection and processing.

O Make EPR bite. Strengthen monitoring, auditing and penalties so that Extended Producer
Responsibility targets are genuinely met, and integrate the informal recycling sector that already

does much of the work.

(3] Intercept riverine plastic. Deploy traps and screens at drains and river outfalls to catch waste

before it reaches the sea, while treating this as a stopgap, not a substitute for source reform.

(4] Negotiate and align globally. Engage constructively in the global plastics treaty process and

align domestic rules with a full life-cycle approach to plastic.

PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

UPSC has asked about plastic and solid waste management, the polluter-pays and producer-responsibility
principles, and India’s obligations under international environmental agreements. This editorial connects

those to the specific pathway of marine plastic.
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Practice question: “Marine plastic pollution is fundamentally an upstream waste-management and

governance failure.” Examine-in the context of India’s. Plastic Waste: Management Rudes and Extended
Producer Responsibility. (250 words, 15 marks)

Sources: Down To Earth (https://www.downtoearth.org.in/), Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (https://moef.gov.in/)
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