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Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY IN NEWS

Around July 8 to 9, 2026, Indonesia placed the first-ever export order for India’s indigenous Astra Mk1

beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM), reported at 150-plus units, to arm its Sukhoi Su-30 and

Su-27 fighter fleet. The order forms part of a larger defence package of about 630 million dollars with India.

For the first time, an Indian-designed air-to-air missile is going abroad. The Astra Mk1, developed by the

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and produced by Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL),

has secured its maiden export customer in Indonesia. This is more than a single sale. It signals that India’s

indigenous missile programme has reached a maturity where a foreign air force is willing to stake the air-

combat capability of its frontline fighters on Indian technology.

THE DEAL

Indonesia has agreed to buy more than 150 units of the Astra Mk1 to equip its Sukhoi Su-30 and Su-27

aircraft. The Astra order is bundled into a broader defence package with India worth around 630 million

dollars, which also covers other systems. The Astra component is historically significant because it is the

first international sale of the missile since it entered Indian service.
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FEATURE DETAIL

Buyer Indonesia (first foreign customer)

Reported quantity 150-plus units

Platform Su-30 and Su-27 fighter jets

Package value About 630 million dollars (broader deal)

Significance First-ever export of the Astra missile

Indonesia operates a fleet of Russian-origin Sukhoi fighters, and the Astra is being integrated onto these

platforms. Because the Su-30 family is flown by several air forces worldwide, this order potentially opens an

export market among Su-30 operator nations that seek an alternative to Russian or Western missiles.

WHAT IS THE ASTRA MK1

The Astra Mk1 is India’s indigenous beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM), meaning it

can engage enemy aircraft at distances well beyond the pilot’s visual range. It was developed by the DRDO’s

Defence Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL) in Hyderabad and is manufactured by

Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL).

Key parameters of the Astra Mk1:

In Indian service, the Astra Mk1 has been integrated on the Su-30MKI and is planned for the LCA Tejas and

other platforms. Its induction reduced India’s dependence on imported BVR missiles such as the Russian R-77

and the Israeli or European alternatives.

WHY THE EXPORT MATTERS

The Astra sale sits at the intersection of two national goals: defence indigenisation (https://ujiyari.com/voca

b/indigenisation/) and defence diplomacy.

On indigenisation, the export validates the domestic design-and-build ecosystem. A missile that a foreign air

force is willing to buy has cleared a demanding bar of reliability and performance. It also strengthens the

business case for scaling up production at BDL, lowering unit costs for the Indian armed forces too.

Range: about 80 to 110 km depending on launch conditions.

Speed: around Mach 4.5 (over four times the speed of sound).

Engagement altitude: up to about 20 km.

Guidance: active radar homing in the terminal phase, allowing a fire-and-forget engagement.
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On diplomacy and strategy, the sale advances India’s defence-export target of about Rs 50,000 crore

and turns arms exports into an instrument of foreign policy. Selling to Indonesia, a major maritime nation

astride critical Indo-Pacific sea lanes, deepens strategic ties under India’s Act East policy (https://ujiyari.co

m/terms/act-east-policy/) and contributes to a favourable balance of deterrence (https://ujiyari.com/terms/deterrenc

e/) in the region. Defence exports create long-term relationships through training, spares and upgrades,

binding the buyer to the seller for decades.

ANALYSIS

The strategic value of this deal is larger than its dollar figure. India has long been the world’s largest arms

importer, and shifting even at the margins toward becoming an exporter changes how it is perceived. An

export order for a complex, sensor-fused weapon like a BVR missile is qualitatively different from exporting

small arms or patrol boats. It demonstrates capability at the high end of the technology ladder. For Indonesia,

sourcing missiles from India offers diversification away from single-supplier dependence, a prudent (https://ujiy

ari.com/vocab/prudent/) hedge in an uncertain security environment. For the Indo-Pacific, the deal quietly

reinforces a web of partnerships among democracies wary of a single dominant power.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2 (International Relations): India’s defence diplomacy, Act East policy, and Indo-Pacific

strategic partnerships; arms exports as a tool of foreign policy.

GS Paper 3 (Security and Economy): Defence indigenisation, the role of DRDO and defence PSUs, and

India’s defence-export drive.

Prelims pointers:

Mains question: “Defence exports have become an instrument of India’s foreign policy as much as of its

economy.” In the light of the first export of the indigenous Astra missile, examine how defence indigenisation

and defence diplomacy reinforce each other. (15 marks, 250 words)

Astra Mk1 is a beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM) developed by DRDO

(DRDL) and produced by Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL).

Range about 80 to 110 km, speed around Mach 4.5, engagement altitude up to about 20 km.

Indonesia is the first foreign buyer of the Astra; it will equip Su-30 and Su-27 jets.

The reported order is 150-plus units, part of a broader package of about 630 million dollars.

India’s defence-export target is about Rs 50,000 crore.
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FACTS CORNER

📌  FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

Sources: Ministry of Defence (https://mod.gov.in/), DRDO (https://drdo.gov.in/), Bharat Dynamics Limited (https://

bdl-india.in/)

Source: Indonesia Becomes First Foreign Buyer of India's Astra Mk1 Missile — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State

PCS Current Affairs
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The deal: Around July 8 to 9, 2026, Indonesia placed the first-ever export order for the Astra Mk1,
reported at 150-plus units, to arm its Su-30 and Su-27 fleet.

Package: Part of a broader defence deal of about 630 million dollars with India.

Astra Mk1: Indigenous beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM).

Developer: DRDO’s Defence Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL); producer: Bharat
Dynamics Limited (BDL).

Specs: Range about 80 to 110 km; speed around Mach 4.5; engagement altitude up to about 20 km;
active radar homing.

First foreign buyer: Indonesia, marking India’s maiden air-to-air missile export.

Export target: India aims for defence exports of about Rs 50,000 crore.
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RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Programme
India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...

KEY TERM

AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act)
A central legislation granting special powers to armed forces...

KEY TERM

AMCA (Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft)
India's indigenous fifth-generation stealth fighter programme, for...

KEY TERM

Article 355
Constitutional provision making it the duty of the Union to protect...
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