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Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

THE LIFT LINE

The old shorthand for India and Australia was cricket, curry and Commonwealth; the new lexicon is critical

minerals (https://ujiyari.com/terms/critical-minerals/), clean energy and the Quad, and that shift is the whole story.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

PM Modi’s visit to Australia from July 8 to 10, 2026, for the Australia-India Annual Leaders’ Summit in

Melbourne with PM Anthony Albanese, part of a three-nation tour also covering Indonesia and New Zealand,

marks a relationship that has moved from cultural affinity to strategic substance. For the exam, India-

Australia is a compact case of how a bilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/bilateral/) partnership is built layer by layer,

defence, trade, minerals, energy, education and Indo-Pacific multilateralism, and how it fits India’s larger

Indo-Pacific strategy.

GS Paper 2: bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India; agreements affecting India’s interests;

the Indo-Pacific; India and the developed world.

For Prelims, fix the milestones: the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership of June 2020, the Economic

Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) signed on April 2, 2022 and in force from December 29, 2022, the

fuller Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) under negotiation, and Quad membership

shared with the US and Japan. For Mains, argue why critical minerals and clean energy have become the

load-bearing pillars, and how the 2+2 dialogue and joint exercises translate friendship into deterrence (https://u

jiyari.com/terms/deterrence/).
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BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

For decades the relationship was described, half-affectionately, through the “three Cs”: cricket, curry and

Commonwealth. It was warm but thin, held back by Cold War divergence and Australian caution over India’s

nuclear status. Convergence (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/convergence/) accelerated only in this century as both

countries read the Indo-Pacific the same way.

The turning points came in sequence. In June 2020 the two elevated ties to a Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership. The Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) was signed on April 2, 2022

and entered into force on December 29, 2022; from January 1, 2026, all Indian exports enjoy zero-duty access

to Australia, with the broader Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) still under

negotiation. Bilateral trade stood at about $24 billion in FY25. Both are core members of the Quad alongside

the United States and Japan.

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

The single most consequential shift is in critical minerals. Australia produces about half the world’s lithium

and is a leading source of cobalt and rare earths, precisely the inputs India needs for batteries, electric vehicles

and its clean-energy transition. The India-Australia Critical Minerals Investment Partnership (an

MoU of 2022, operationalised through KABIL) targets five projects, two in lithium and three in cobalt, worth

around $600 million. A partnership once measured in cricket tours is now measured in secure supply chains

for the technologies of the next economy.

Reflecting India’s official framing of a stable, rules-based, inclusive Indo-Pacific, the two hold a 2+2

ministerial dialogue of foreign and defence ministers, signed a Mutual Logistics Support

Arrangement in 2021, conduct AUSINDEX and the AUSTRAHIND exercise, and both take part in

Malabar, which Australia rejoined in 2020. This converts economic partnership into a security relationship

that supports a balance of power in the region.

From affinity to a strategic supply relationship

Defence and the Indo-Pacific spine
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PILLAR WHAT IT DELIVERS KEY VEHICLE

Trade Zero-duty access from Jan 2026 ECTA (in force Dec 2022); CECA under

negotiation

Critical

minerals

Lithium, cobalt, rare earths Critical Minerals Investment Partnership via

KABIL

Defence Interoperability (https://ujiyari.com/terms/interop

erability/), deterrence

2+2; MLSA (2021); Malabar; AUSINDEX;

AUSTRAHIND

Education Foreign campuses in India Deakin and Wollongong at GIFT City

Mobility Skilled pathways MATES scheme, 3,000 places a year

People Largest overseas-born group Indian diaspora (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/dia

spora/) in Australia

Deakin University, the first foreign university campus in India, and the University of Wollongong have

set up at GIFT City, Gandhinagar, deepening the education link. Under the 2023 Migration and Mobility

Partnership, the MATES scheme offers 3,000 places a year for skilled young professionals. And the human

bridge is now the strongest it has ever been: Indian-born people, about 971,020 as of mid-2025, are Australia’s

largest overseas-born group.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Read a maturing partnership as a stack of layers. The base layer is affinity (people, culture, shared democratic

values); the middle layers are trade and education; the top, load-bearing layers are strategic, minerals, defence

and multilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/multilateral/) coordination. A relationship is mature when the top layers,

not the base, carry the weight. India-Australia has crossed that line: the partnership now rests on shared Indo-

Pacific stakes and supply-chain security, with cricket and curry as the friendly foundation rather than the

structure.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Three Cs (cricket, curry, Commonwealth) -> Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (Jun

2020) -> ECTA (in force Dec 2022, zero-duty from Jan 2026) + CECA under negotiation ->

critical-minerals partnership via KABIL -> 2+2 + MLSA + Malabar + AUSINDEX + AUSTRAHIND

+ Quad -> Deakin and Wollongong at GIFT City + MATES mobility -> Indian-born now

Australia's largest overseas-born group -> a strategic, multi-layered Indo-Pacific

partnership

Education and people-to-people depth
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WAY FORWARD

PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

UPSC frequently asks about the Quad, the Indo-Pacific and India’s bilateral partnerships with major powers,

and about the strategic significance of critical minerals and rare earths. This editorial anchors those recurring

themes to a specific, current relationship.

Practice question: “The India-Australia partnership has moved decisively beyond cultural affinity to

strategic substance.” Examine the drivers of this transformation and its significance for India’s Indo-Pacific

strategy and clean-energy transition. (250 words, 15 marks)

Sources: The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com/opinion)

Source: Beyond the Three Cs: The New India-Australia Lexicon — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial

Analysis
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Close the CECA. Convert the ECTA into the fuller Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

Agreement to lock in market access and investment.

1

Institutionalise minerals supply. Turn the critical-minerals partnership into long-term offtake

and processing tie-ups so India secures inputs, not just promises.

2

Deepen defence interoperability. Build on the logistics arrangement and joint exercises to give

Quad coordination practical teeth.

3

Grow the education and mobility corridor. Expand on GIFT City campuses and the MATES

scheme with mutual recognition of qualifications.

4
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