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WHY IN NEWS

On July 8, 2026, the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved the National Data
Governance Framework Policy (NDGFP) 2026, a unified framework to share anonymised, non-personal

government datasets to power India’s artificial intelligence research, startups and innovation.

FROM A 2022 DRAFT TO A 2026 POLICY

The idea of a national data governance framework is not new. The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) first floated a draft policy in 2022, revising an earlier “India Data Accessibility and Use
Policy”. After several rounds of public consultation with industry bodies, researchers and civil society, the

Cabinet has now approved and operationalised the framework as the NDGFP 2026.

The core idea is simple but powerful: the government sits on vast troves of data collected through welfare
delivery, censuses, surveys, health systems, transport, agriculture and more. If this data is stripped of personal
identifiers and made available in a standardised, secure form, it becomes a national resource, a raw material
for training AT models, building tools and driving evidence-based governance. The policy treats data as a

public good.

WHAT THE POLICY DOES

The NDGFP 2026 creates a single, standardised system for storing, accessing and sharing government data.

Its central mechanisms are two institutions and one platform.
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IDMO India Data Management Office, the nodal body that des1gns and manages the framework
India Datasets Platform | Central repository hosting anonymised, non-personal datasets from multiple ministries

MeitY Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, the parent ministry

The India Data Management Office (IDMO) is set up under MeitY. It is responsible for framing rules,
standards and protocols for how data is anonymised, catalogued and released, and for processing dataset
requests from researchers and startups. Anonymised datasets contributed by multiple ministries are hosted on

the India Datasets Platform, which acts as a one-stop access point for non-personal government data.

Personal versus Non-Personal Data

This is the single most important distinction for the exam. The NDGFP deals only with non-personal and

anonymised data. It does not touch personal data.

CATEGORY GOVERNED BY EXAMPLE

Non-personal / NDGFP 2026 (this policy) Aggregate crop-yield data, de-identified

anonymised data traffic flows

Personal data Digital Personal Data Protection Aadhaar-linked identity, individual
(DPDP) Act, 2023 health records

Personal data, information that can identify an individual, remains governed by the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, India’s first comprehensive data protection law. The NDGFP complements the
DPDP Act; it does not override or replace it. Datasets on the India Datasets Platform are anonymised precisely

so that individuals cannot be re-identified.

ALIGNMENT WITH THE INDIAAI MISSION

The policy is a deliberate (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/deliberate/) building block of India’s sovereign Al ambition. It

aligns with the IndiaAl Mission, the government’s flagship programme approved in March 2024 with an

outlay of Rs 10,372 crore to build AT compute, datasets, skilling and a startup ecosystem.

The logic is that AI models are only as good as the data that trains them. By supplying high-quality, India-
specific, anonymised datasets, the NDGFP addresses one of the biggest bottlenecks for Indian Al developers,
who otherwise depend heavily on Western datasets that do not reflect Indian languages, contexts or
populations. Together, the two initiatives aim to reduce dependence on foreign data and models and to build

home-grown, sovereign Al capacity.
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ANALYSIS AND WAY FORWARD

The NDGFP 2026 tackles a real problem: government data has historically been locked in silos, in
incompatible formats, inaccessible to the innovators who could use it. Data democratisation, making public
data usable by startups, students and researchers rather than only large corporations, can level the playing

field and spark a wave of India-specific applications in health, agriculture, mobility and language technology.

The trade-offs are equally real. Anonymisation is not foolproof: with enough auxiliary data, “anonymised”
records can sometimes be re-identified, so the IDMO’s technical standards must be robust and continuously
updated. There is a security dimension too, since aggregated government data can reveal sensitive patterns
about critical infrastructure or vulnerable groups. The federalism (https://ujiyari.com/terms/federalism/) angle is
significant: much valuable data is generated and held by State governments, so the framework’s success
depends on cooperative coordination with States rather than central prescription alone. Data is a State-

adjacent subject in practice, and buy-in from States will decide how rich the platform becomes.

The way forward is to pair open access with strong guardrails: rigorous, audited anonymisation standards,
clear rules on which datasets can be shared, a transparent request-and-grievance mechanism, and a genuine

partnership with States. If done well, the NDGFP can turn India’s data into a public asset that fuels innovation

without compromising the privacy and security of citizens.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors; issues arising out of
their design and implementation; e-governance and its models; Centre-State relations and cooperative

federalism (https://ujiyari.com/terms/cooperative-federalism/) in data sharing.

GS Paper 3: Achievements of Indians in science and technology; awareness in the fields of IT, artificial
intelligence and digital economy; data as a factor of production; challenges to internal security through

communication networks and data.
Prelims pointers:
® NDGFP stands for National Data Governance Framework Policy; approved by the Union Cabinet on
July 8, 2026.

e TItisimplemented through the India Data Management Office (IDMO) under the Ministry of

Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).
® Anonymised datasets are hosted on the India Datasets Platform.

@ The policy deals only with non-personal and anonymised data; personal data is governed by the

Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023.

e Tt aligns with the IndiaAI Mission (https://ujiyari.com/schemes/indiaai-mission/) (outlay Rs 10,372 crore,

approved March 2024).
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® The framework originated in a draft policy first floated in 2022.

. . « Ulki?/ari,Currelnt Affairs . ujiyari.com - Free Daily Current Af{airs for UPSC & State PCS
Mains question: “The National Data Governance Framework Policy 2026 seeks to treat government data as

a public good for the AT economy.” Discuss the opportunities it creates and the privacy, security and federal

challenges in its implementation. (15 marks, 250 words)

FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

NDGFP 2026: National Data Governance Framework Policy, approved by the Union Cabinet
(chaired by PM Modi) on July 8, 2026.

Purpose: Create a unified framework to share anonymised, non-personal government datasets for
Al research, startups and innovation.

Origin: Operationalises a draft policy first floated by MeitY in 2022.

Nodal body: India Data Management Office (IDMO), under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MeitY).

Platform: Anonymised datasets from multiple ministries are hosted on the India Datasets Platform.

Scope: Only non-personal and anonymised data; personal data remains under the Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023.

Alignment: Complements the IndiaAI Mission (Rs 10,372 crore outlay, approved March 2024).
Big idea: Data as a public good, data democratisation and building sovereign Al capacity.

Key debate: Open access and innovation versus privacy, re-identification risk, security and
coordination with States.

Sources: Press Information Bureau (https://pib.gov.in/), Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (h

ttps://www.meity.gov.in/), The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com/), Indian Express (https://indianexpress.com/)

Source: The National Data Governance Framework Policy 2026 — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current
Affairs
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