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WHY IN NEWS

On July 7, 2026, during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s state visit to Indonesia, the India-Indonesia
summit with President Prabowo Subianto delivered 20 outcomes, headlined by a pact to supply BrahMos
supersonic (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/supersonic/) cruise missiles to the Indonesian military, making Indonesia

the third foreign buyer of the system.

THE VISIT AT A GLANCE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi undertook a state visit to Indonesia from July 6 to 8, 2026, his fourth to the

archipelago (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/archipelago/) nation, at the invitation of President Prabowo Subianto. The
summit talks on July 7 produced a bumper package of 20 outcomes, comprising 14 Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) and 6 announcements, spanning defence, maritime security, critical minerals,

education and connectivity.

President Prabowo conferred on Prime Minister Modi Indonesia’s highest civilian honour, the “Bintang
Adipurna” (Star of Adipurna), recognising the trajectory (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/trajectory/) of the strategic
partnership. Modi also visited the UNESCO World Heritage-listed Prambanan Temple in Yogyakarta, a gth-
century Hindu temple complex dedicated to the Trimurti, underscoring the deep civilisational threads that

connect the two Indian Ocean neighbours.

The Headline: BrahMos for Indonesia

The centrepiece was a government-to-government pact under which India will supply BrahMos supersonic
cruise missiles to Indonesia, a deal reported at roughly USD 630 million. With this agreement, Indonesia
becomes the third foreign buyer of BrahMos, after the Philippines and Vietnam, marking another milestone

for India’s defence-export ambition and its self-reliance drive under Atmanirbhar Bharat.
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BrahMos is a two-stage supersonic cruise missile developed by BrahMos Aerospace, an India-Russia joint

venture between India’s Defence-Researchjand Development Qrganisation(DRPQ) and Russia’s NPO

Mashinostroyeniya. Its name blends the Brahmaputra river of India and the Moskva river of Russia. Capable

of Mach 2.8 to 3 speeds and a range extended beyond 290 km in newer variants, it can be launched from land,
sea, air and submarine platforms, a versatility that makes it attractive to Indo-Pacific navies seeking credible

deterrence (https://ujiyari.com/terms/deterrence/).

THE 20 OUTCOMES: A SNAPSHOT

OUTCOME AREA SUBSTANCE

BrahMos supply Government-to-government pact; Indonesia becomes third export
customer

Astra BVR missile MoU on the indigenous Astra Beyond-Visual-Range air-to-air
missile

Maritime safety and security Bilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/bilateral/) framework for

cooperation in the eastern Indian Ocean

Critical minerals (https://ujiyari.com/terms/cr Supply-chain pact covering nickel, rare-earth magnets and steel

itical-minerals/) and steel
Sabang Port Joint development near the Strait of Malacca, close to Great Nicobar

Higher education IIM Bangalore campus at the Singhasari Special Economic Zone (htt

ps://ujiyari.com/terms/special-economic-zone/)

Civilisational ties PM Modi conferred the “Bintang Adipurna”; visit to Prambanan

Temple

The defence tranche runs deeper than the missiles alone. Alongside BrahMos, the two sides signed an MoU on
the Astra Beyond-Visual-Range (BVR) air-to-air missile, an indigenous DRDO weapon that arms India’s

fighter fleet, signalling Indonesia’s interest in an India-linked air-combat supply chain.

Maritime and Resource Security

India and Indonesia finalised a framework on maritime safety and security cooperation, a natural fit given that
the two countries sit astride the sea lanes linking the Indian Ocean to the Pacific. The two governments also
agreed to jointly develop Sabang Port at the northern tip of Sumatra, which overlooks the Strait of Malacca
and lies close to India’s Great Nicobar development, a location of considerable strategic value for monitoring

one of the world’s busiest chokepoints.
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A critical-minerals and steel supply-chain agreement covers Indonesian nickel, rare-earth permanent magnets

and steel, resources central.to Indiais:electrie-mobility,defence and.cleansenergy fransitions. This dovetails

with India’s broader push to de-risk critical-mineral sourcing away from over-concentration in any single

supplier.

Education and Connectivity

In a first for Indian higher education abroad, an Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Bangalore campus will
come up at the Singhasari Special Economic Zone in East Java, extending India’s soft-power and knowledge-

diplomacy footprint into Southeast Asia.

THE STRATEGIC FRAME

The summit sits squarely within India’s Act East policy (https://ujiyari.com/terms/act-east-policy/) and its self-image
as a net security provider in the Indo-Pacific. Indonesia is the largest economy and most populous nation in
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and, since January 2026, the 11th full member of BRICS.
A closer India-Indonesia axis therefore strengthens India’s reach across two of the most consequential

multilateral platforms of the emerging order.

For Jakarta, diversifying defence procurement toward India offers a hedge that aligns with its long-standing
non-aligned “free and active” foreign policy. For New Delhi, every BrahMos export deepens the industrial base
that makes Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence financially sustainable, while embedding Indian systems in the

security architecture of the eastern Indian Ocean.

ANALYSIS AND WAY FORWARD

The 2026 summit reframes India-Indonesia relations from a cordial-but-cautious partnership into a
substantive (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/substantive/) strategic and defence relationship. The BrahMos sale is both
symbol and substance: it validates India’s arms-export credentials and cements a maritime-security

convergence in waters vital to both nations.

The challenge, as ever, is execution. Missile deliveries, the Sabang Port project and the critical-minerals supply
chain must move from signed paper to operational reality against the friction of financing, technology-transfer
negotiations and Indonesia’s careful diplomatic balancing between major powers. If India sustains reliable
delivery timelines and after-sales support, it can convert one-off sales into a durable defence-industrial
relationship. The IIM Bangalore campus and the Prambanan gesture, meanwhile, remind both publics that

the partnership rests on a civilisational foundation older than any missile deal.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2: India and its neighbourhood; bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India (ASEAN,
BRICS); Act East policy; India as a net security provider in the Indo-Pacific.
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GS Paper 3: Defence exports and indigenisation (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/indigenisation/) of technology

(BrahMos, Astra); criticalymineral:and supply-chain seeurity; internal andrexternal seeurity dimensions of

maritime cooperation.

Prelims pointers:

BrahMos is an India-Russia joint venture between DRDO and NPO Mashinostroyeniya; the name

blends the Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers.

Indonesia is the third foreign buyer of BrahMos, after the Philippines and Vietnam.

PM Modi was conferred Indonesia’s highest civilian honour, the “Bintang Adipurna”.

The Prambanan Temple is a gth-century UNESCO-listed Hindu temple in Yogyakarta, Indonesia.
Indonesia joined BRICS as its 11th full member in January 2026.

Sabang Port overlooks the Strait of Malacca, near India’s Great Nicobar project.

Mains question: “Defence exports have become a new instrument of India’s Indo-Pacific diplomacy.”

Discuss with reference to the India-Indonesia BrahMos agreement and India’s Act East policy. (15 marks, 250

words)

FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

India-Indonesia summit: Held on July 7, 2026 during PM Modji’s state visit (July 6 to 8, 2026), his
fourth, hosted by President Prabowo Subianto; produced 20 outcomes (14 MoUs and 6
announcements).

BrahMos pact: India to supply BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles (reported around USD 630
million); Indonesia is the third foreign buyer after the Philippines and Vietnam.

BrahMos basics: India-Russia joint venture (DRDO and NPO Mashinostroyeniya); named after the
Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers; supersonic (about Mach 3); land, sea, air and submarine launch.

Other deals: MoU on the indigenous Astra BVR air-to-air missile; maritime safety and security
framework; critical-minerals and steel supply chain (nickel, rare-earth magnets); joint development
of Sabang Port; IIM Bangalore campus at Singhasari SEZ.

Civilian honour: PM Modi conferred the “Bintang Adipurna”, Indonesia’s highest civilian award.
Cultural visit: Prambanan Temple, a 9th-century UNESCO-listed Hindu temple in Yogyakarta.

Multilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/multilateral/) weight: Indonesia is the largest ASEAN economy
and the 11th full BRICS member (joined January 2026).

Policy frame: Act East policy; Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence; India as a net security provider in the
Indo-Pacific.
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