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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Surveys show 90 per cent of Indians are worried about climate change, yet behaviour barely
shifts. If awareness is already high, what actually converts private concern into sustained
collective action?"

Source: Original editorial ↗ Down to Earth

Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

THE LIFT LINE

“People do not fail to act on climate because they do not know. They fail because they doubt that acting,

alone, changes anything, and they wrongly believe their neighbours do not care.”

Climate awareness in India is nearly universal: surveys show over 90 per cent are worried. Yet behaviour

barely moves. The missing ingredient is not information but belief in collective efficacy (https://ujiyari.co

m/vocab/efficacy/), the conviction that one’'s action, joined with others, creates impact. This editorial argues

that awareness campaigns alone fail, and that systems, social signals, nudges and institutions are

what turn private concern into sustained collective action, the very logic behind Mission LiFE (https://ujiyari.

com/terms/mission-life/).

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

GS Paper 3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation; environmental impact assessment (http

s://ujiyari.com/terms/environmental-impact-assessment/); India’'s climate commitments. It links to GS Paper 4 through

behavioural ethics and to governance through nudge-based policy design.
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This theme lets you connect behavioural science, climate policy, IPCC findings and India’'s Mission LiFE into

one analytical answer, valuable for GS3 environment and GS4 behaviour-and-ethics questions.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

The problem is not ignorance. A 2024 study in Nature Climate Change (Andre and colleagues),

surveying about 130,000 people across 125 countries, found:

The authors call this pluralistic ignorance: a willing majority that self-silences because it wrongly thinks it

is a minority. In India, Yale (YPCCC) and CVoter surveys (Spring 2025) show 96 per cent believe

global warming is happening and 90 per cent are worried, yet this concern does not convert proportionately

into behaviour, the classic attitude-behaviour (value-action) gap.

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

The central claim is that closing the gap requires systems and social signals, not more awareness

campaigns.

Behavioural science offers the mechanisms:

CONCEPT WHAT IT EXPLAINS

Attitude-behaviour gap Concern does not automatically become action

Pluralistic ignorance / spiral of silence The willing majority stays quiet, thinking it is alone

Collective efficacy (Bandura) People act only if they believe the group can succeed

Nudges and defaults (Thaler, Sunstein) Changing choice architecture beats moral appeals

89 per cent demand intensified political action on climate.

69 per cent would contribute 1 per cent of their income to fight climate change.

But people believe only 43 per cent of their fellow citizens would, a 26-percentage-point

perception gap.

Why Awareness Alone Fails

Evidence That Systems Work

OPOWER home-energy reports, comparing a household’'s use to similar neighbours, cut

consumption by about 2 per cent on average, with peer comparison beating both money-saving

and environmental appeals.
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India’'s Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment), announced at COP26 (2021) and formally

launched on October 20, 2022 at the Statue of Unity by PM Modi with UN Secretary-General Guterres, is

built on this logic. Its seven themes and 75 actions, organised around Pro-Planet People (P3), follow a

three-pronged strategy: nudge individuals (demand), enable industry (supply), and influence policy

(governance). The G20 New Delhi Declaration (2023) adopted High-Level Principles on Lifestyles for

Sustainable Development (https://ujiyari.com/terms/sustainable-development/). The challenge is to move LiFE from

awareness to structured collective action.

Critics note that the personal carbon footprint framing was popularised by BP’'s PR (via Ogilvy, 2004) to

shift blame from fossil producers to individuals, and scholars like Supran and Oreskes warn that over-

emphasising individual action can obscure the systemic nature of the crisis. Individual nudges must

complement, not replace, holding large emitters and systems accountable.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Awareness targets what people know; behaviour is shaped by what is easy, normal and expected. Ask

whether a policy makes the climate-friendly choice the effortless, socially-approved default, or merely tells

people what they already know. The willing majority is silenced by a false belief that others do not care, so

correct the perception, make the good choice the default, and let social proof do the rest. Slogans inform;

systems act.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Awareness near-universal (India: 96% believe, 90% worried) -> but behaviour barely

shifts -> gap is not knowledge but belief in collective efficacy -> Nature Climate

Change 2024: 89% want action, 69% would pay, but think only 43% of others would (26-

point perception gap = pluralistic ignorance) -> willing majority self-silences (spiral

of silence) -> campaigns alone fail -> what works: nudges + defaults + social proof

(OPOWER ~2% cut, green defaults ~10x) + collective efficacy + enabling systems -> IPCC

AR6: demand-side change can cut end-use emissions 40-70% by 2050 with right

Green-energy defaults (opt-out rather than opt-in) raised renewable uptake nearly tenfold,

showing that changing the default, not the attitude, drives behaviour.

IPCC AR6 Working Group III (2022) finds demand-side and behaviour changes could cut end-

use emissions (buildings, transport, food) by 40 to 70 per cent by 2050, but only with enabling

infrastructure, technology and policy.

Mission LiFE as Behavioural Policy

The Honest Counter

Ujiyari Current Affairs · ujiyari.com · Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

Awareness Is Not Action: Closing the Belief Gap in Climate Behaviour 4 / 9

https://ujiyari.com/terms/sustainable-development/
https://ujiyari.com/


infrastructure -> Mission LiFE (2022, 7 themes, 75 actions, P3, nudge-enable-influence)

operationalises this -> caution: individual focus must not deflect from systemic and

corporate responsibility -> fix: correct perception + build defaults + institutions +

scale LiFE + hold systems accountable

WAY FORWARD

PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

Practice Mains question (250 words, 15 marks): “Climate awareness in India is near-universal, yet

behaviour change lags. Discuss why awareness campaigns alone fail to drive climate action, and how nudges,

social norms, enabling systems and Mission LiFE can convert individual concern into sustained collective

action.”

Sources: Down To Earth (https://www.downtoearth.org.in), Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(https://moef.gov.in), PIB (https://pib.gov.in)

Source: Awareness Is Not Action: Closing the Belief Gap in Climate Behaviour — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State

PCS Editorial Analysis

Correct the perception gap. Communicate honestly that most people do want action, so the

willing majority stops self-silencing and social norms tip toward action.

1

Design nudges and defaults. Make climate-friendly choices the default, use social comparison

on bills, and build choice architecture that beats moral appeals.

2

Build enabling systems. Provide the infrastructure, public transport, efficient appliances, waste

systems, that lets intention become behaviour, as IPCC AR6 stresses.

3

Scale Mission LiFE meaningfully. Move from awareness to measurable collective action, while

keeping systemic accountability for large emitters central so individual focus does not become

deflection.

4

UPSC GS3 (2023): “Should the pursuit of carbon credit and clean development mechanism set up

under UNFCCC (https://ujiyari.com/terms/unfccc/) be maintained even though there has been a massive

slide in the value of carbon credit?”

UPSC GS3 (2018): “How does biodiversity vary in India? How is the Biological Diversity Act,

2002 (https://ujiyari.com/terms/biological-diversity-act/) helpful in conservation of flora and fauna?”

(behaviour and conservation)

UPSC GS4 (2020): Questions on ethics of behaviour change and public conduct (nudge ethics).
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K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

⚠ COUNTER

Some argue that individual behaviour is a distraction engineered by fossil interests, that only
systemic and corporate change matters, and that nudging individuals risks shifting blame
away from the largest emitters.

→ WAY FORWARD

Correct the perception gap through honest social-norm messaging, use nudges, defaults and
social comparison, build enabling infrastructure and institutions, and scale Mission LiFE from
awareness to structured collective action, while holding systems and large emitters
accountable.

The gap between understanding climate change and believing
that collective action can create impact means awareness

campaigns alone fail to change behaviour, and sustained climate
action depends on systems, social signals, nudges and institutions
that convert individual concern into collective action, an insight

embedded in behavioural climate policy and India’'s Mission LiFE.

A 2024 Nature Climate Change study of 130,000 people across 125 countries found 89 per
cent demand intensified political action yet systematically underestimate how many others
support it, a pluralistic ignorance that silences the willing majority.

In India, Yale and CVoter surveys show 96 per cent believe global warming is happening and
90 per cent are worried, yet this concern does not translate proportionately into behaviour,
confirming the attitude-behaviour gap.

IPCC AR6 finds demand-side and behaviour changes could cut end-use emissions 40 to 70
per cent by 2050, but only if enabling systems, infrastructure and policy are in place, so
behaviour needs structures, not slogans.
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✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

"Climate awareness alone does not drive climate action; systems, social norms and institutions do."

Discuss with reference to the attitude-behaviour gap and India''s Mission LiFE. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Almost everyone now knows the climate is changing, and most people are worried. Yet behaviour barely

shifts.
The reason is that awareness is not the binding constraint; the belief that one’'s action, joined with others,

can create impact is. Climate policy must close that belief gap.

BODY

A 2024 Nature Climate Change study of 130,000 people across 125 countries found that 89 per cent
demand intensified political action on climate and 69 per cent would give 1 per cent of their income, yet

people believe only 43 per cent of others would, a 26-point perception gap. This pluralistic ignorance
makes a willing majority self-silence, mistaking itself for a minority.

India fits the pattern: Yale-CVoter surveys show 96 per cent believe global warming is happening and 90
per cent are worried, but concern does not convert proportionately into action, the classic attitude-

behaviour gap. Behavioural science explains why: self-efficacy and collective efficacy matter, social norms
and social proof drive behaviour, and defaults and nudges outperform appeals, as OPOWER home-energy

comparisons cutting use about 2 per cent and green-default enrolment raising uptake nearly tenfold show.
IPCC AR6 finds demand-side change could cut end-use emissions 40 to 70 per cent by 2050, but only with
enabling infrastructure and policy. India’'s Mission LiFE, launched in 2022 with seven themes and 75

actions, is built on exactly this nudge-and-collective-action logic, but must move from awareness to
structured behaviour change.

The counter-view, that individual focus deflects from systemic and corporate responsibility, is a caution,
not a refutation.

CONCLUSION

Awareness is necessary but not sufficient. India should correct the perception gap, use nudges, defaults
and institutions to make climate- friendly behaviour the easy default, and scale Mission LiFE into sustained
collective action while holding systems accountable.
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