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WHY IN NEWS

On July 4, 2026, at the National Drone Summit 2026 in New Delhi, India launched its first cooperative-led
drone entrepreneurship platform, the Drone Tech Multi-State Co-operative Society Ltd., together with a “1

Panchayat, 1 Drone Udyami” mission, fusing the cooperative movement with frontier drone technology.

WHAT WAS LAUNCHED

The National Drone Summit 2026, themed “From Policy to Prosperity”, was held at The Leela Palace, New
Delhi. Its centrepiece was the launch of the Drone Tech Multi-State Co-operative Society Ltd., described as
India’s first cooperative-led platform for drone entrepreneurship. It was set up in partnership with the
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and rests on the Ministry of Cooperation’s guiding vision,
“Sahkar Se Samriddhi” (Prosperity through Cooperation).

A multi-state cooperative society is a member-owned enterprise operating across more than one state,
registered under the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act. Housing drone entrepreneurship inside a
cooperative means the profits and the ownership stay with rural members, manufacturers, service providers

and trained pilots, rather than concentrating in a few large firms.
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FEATURE
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Event National Drone Summit 2026, theme “From Policy to Prosperlty

Date and venue July 4, 2026, The Leela Palace, New Delhi

Launch Drone Tech Multi-State Co-operative Society Ltd. (India’s first drone cooperative)
Partner National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC)

Parent vision Ministry of Cooperation, “Sahkar Se Samriddhi”

Flagship mission | “1 Panchayat, 1 Drone Udyami”

THE “1 PANCHAYAT, 1 DRONE UDYAMI” MISSION

The flagship mission aims to place a trained and certified drone entrepreneur (drone udyami) at every
panchayat in the country. The idea is to make drone-based services, crop spraying, surveying, mapping and
delivery, locally available and locally owned, so that rural youth become service providers rather than

migrants.

To supply the skills, Advanced Skill Centres under the platform will train people in drone technology, artificial
intelligence, robotics, GIS (Geographic Information Systems) and remote sensing, and electric mobility. This

positions rural India inside the Industry 4.0 economy rather than on its margins.

THE MINISTRY OF COOPERATION CONTEXT

The Ministry of Cooperation was established in 2021 to give the country’s vast cooperative sector a dedicated
administrative home and to realise “Sahkar Se Samriddhi”. The drone cooperative extends the cooperative

model, long associated with dairy (Amul) and credit, into a high-technology, future-facing sector.

The timing is symbolic: the International Day of Cooperatives fell on July 5, 2026, the day after the launch,

reinforcing the message that cooperation and modern technology can grow together.

Link to Namo Drone Didi

The initiative complements the Namo Drone Didi scheme (https://ujiyari.com/schemes/namo-drone-didi-scheme/)
(launched in 2023), under which women’s Self-Help Groups are given drones and training to offer paid crop-
spraying services to farmers. Where Namo Drone Didi empowers women’s SHGs, the new cooperative
broadens the entrepreneur base to every panchayat, together building a decentralised, drone-based precision-

agriculture ecosystem.
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INITIATIVE INSTITUTIONAL HOME
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Drone Tech Multi-State Co-operative | Panchayat-level drone Ministry of Cooperation + NSDC
Society entrepreneurs
“1 Panchayat, 1 Drone Udyami” One certified drone udyami per Drone cooperative
panchayat
Namo Drone Didi (2023) Drones and training for women’s Ministry of Rural Development /
SHGs Agriculture

ANALYSIS AND WAY FORWARD

This launch sits at the intersection of three big ideas: cooperative federalism (https://ujiyari.com/terms/cooperative-f
ederalism/) (the cooperative sector as a growth engine), rural livelihoods (local, non-farm income), and Industry
4.0 (drones, Al, GIS). Drone-based precision agriculture can cut input costs, reduce chemical exposure for
farmers and raise yields, while surveying and mapping applications support land records, insurance and

disaster response.

Challenges are real. Rural connectivity, drone-financing costs, battery and repair infrastructure, airspace and
BVLOS (Beyond Visual Line of Sight) regulation, and steady demand for services will all determine whether
“one drone per panchayat” becomes viable rather than a set of idle assets. The way forward lies in bundling
training with assured demand (government surveys, subsidised spraying), affordable credit for udyamis,

Make-in-India drone manufacturing to lower costs, and simplified certification through the RPTO (Remote

Pilot Training Organisation) network.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 3: Indian economy and mobilisation of resources; effects of liberalisation and technology on the

economy; science and technology developments and their applications; agriculture and precision farming.

GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions for development; functions and responsibilities of the

Union (cooperation is a state subject with a Union ministry); role of institutions (Ministry of Cooperation,
NSDCQ).

Prelims pointers:

@ Drone Tech Multi-State Co-operative Society Ltd. is India’s first cooperative-led drone
entrepreneurship platform, launched July 4, 2026, at the National Drone Summit 2026 (theme

“From Policy to Prosperity”), partnered with NSDC.

® Flagship mission: “1 Panchayat, 1 Drone Udyami”, one trained certified drone entrepreneur per

panchayat.

@ Ministry of Cooperation was established in 2021; guiding vision “Sahkar Se Samriddhi”.
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@ The International Day of Cooperatives was July 5, 2026.

o Related schem#éy NamieDrote Didi(2023) foraworen’s' SHGS: UPsC & state PCS

Mains question: “The cooperative model, historically rooted in dairy and credit, is now being extended to
frontier technology.” Examine how a cooperative-led drone ecosystem can advance rural entrepreneurship

and precision agriculture in India, and the challenges it faces. (15 marks, 250 words)

FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

The launch: on July 4, 2026, at the National Drone Summit 2026 (theme “From Policy to
Prosperity”) at The Leela Palace, New Delhi, India launched the Drone Tech Multi-State Co-
operative Society Ltd., its first cooperative-led drone entrepreneurship platform.

Partner and vision: built in partnership with the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC),
under the Ministry of Cooperation’s “Sahkar Se Samriddhi” vision.

Flagship mission: “1 Panchayat, 1 Drone Udyami”, aiming for a trained and certified drone
entrepreneur at every panchayat.

Skilling: Advanced Skill Centres will train in drone technology, artificial intelligence, robotics, GIS
and remote sensing, and electric mobility.

Ministry of Cooperation: established in 2021 to strengthen the cooperative sector.

Timing: the International Day of Cooperatives fell on July 5, 2026; the initiative complements the
Namo Drone Didi scheme (2023) for women’s SHGs.

Sources: Business Standard (https://www.business-standard.com), The Tribune (https://wwuw.tribuneindia.com), PIB (htt

ps://pib.gov.in)

Source: India Launches Its First Drone Cooperative — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current Affairs
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