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THE LIFT LINE

Security in the Indian Ocean is now measured in response time. When a merchant ship sends a distress call off

Yemen, the flag that arrives first sets the rules of the sea.

WHY THIS EDITORIAL MATTERS FOR YOUR EXAM

INS Trikand’s interception of a piracy attempt on July 1 to 2, 2026, is a fresh, concrete example for the “net

security provider” doctrine, tying together maritime security, foreign policy and India’s naval capability.

GS Paper 3: Security challenges, the role of the armed forces, coastal and maritime security, and the

protection of sea lines of communication.

GS Paper 2: India and its neighbourhood, and India’s role in regional and global groupings; the SAGAR and
MAHASAGAR visions as instruments of foreign policy.

Prelims relevance: MARCOS, the Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean Region, the Indian
Ocean Naval Symposium, Operation Sankalp, the SAGAR and MAHASAGAR doctrines, and key chokepoints

(Bab-el-Mandeb, Hormuz, Malacca). These are prime Prelims material.

Mains relevance: The net-security-provider role is a recurring Mains theme. A strong answer links specific

operations to the doctrine and to India’s dependence on secure sea lanes.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

On July 1 to 2, 2026, the Indian Navy frigate (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/frigate/) INS Trikand foiled a piracy attempt
on the merchant vessel MV Golden Arsenal in the Gulf of Aden, roughly 300 nautical miles east-northeast of
Djibouti. The crew took refuge in the ship’s citadel and were reported safe, and the vessel was secured after the

suspected pirates fled on the warship’s approach, with Marine Commandos (MARCOS) reported to have
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boarded and sanitised the ship. The action was coordinated through the Information Fusion Centre for the

Indian Ocean Region, with.a P:8I-mazitime patsol aizeraft providing surveillance.INS:I'rikand is a Talwar-
class stealth frigate of the Western Fleet.

This is not a one-off. India has maintained mission-based anti-piracy deployments in the Gulf of Aden since
October 2008, escorting thousands of merchant vessels of many nationalities. After the Red Sea crisis,
Operation Sankalp was re-energised from December 2023, and Indian warships responded to numerous
incidents and safely escorted hundreds of merchant vessels. In landmark actions of early 2024, INS Kolkata
recaptured the hijacked MV Ruen and rescued its crew, and INS Chennai, with MARCOS, rescued the crew of
MYV Lila Norfolk. India acts to protect seafarers and shipping irrespective of nationality, the essence of its

official maritime stand.

The doctrine behind these actions is SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region), articulated in 2015,
updated in 2025 as MAHASAGAR, which reframes India as a preferred security partner and first responder

across the wider region.

THE CORE ARGUMENT / ISSUE

The central argument is that India’s security and prosperity are inseparable from the safety of the Indian
Ocean’s sea lanes, so being the region’s net security provider is not charity but self-interest anchored in

capability and doctrine.

Why the Indian Ocean is India’s lifeline

More than 80 per cent of global seaborne oil trade transits the Indian Ocean and its chokepoints, and India
imports the bulk of its crude by sea. Instability at Bab-el-Mandeb and in the Red Sea, and the persistence of
piracy off Somalia, directly threaten India’s energy and trade security. A ship secured off Djibouti is India’s

own supply line protected.

From capability to doctrine

India’s ability to be a first responder rests on three pillars.

PILLAR WHAT IT PROVIDES EXAMPLE
Doctrine Political mandate (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/mandate/) to act SAGAR (2015), MAHASAGAR
region-wide (2025)
Awareness Knowing what moves at sea IFC-IOR, P-8I surveillance
Force Ships and commandos to respond INS Trikand, MARCOS, Operation
Sankalp
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The first-responder identity

o 107 jiyari C t{Affairsy: ujivari.gom - F aily Cusrent Affgirs for.UPSC & State PCS .
Speed and reliability defilié crodibility. By téaciihg distradsed Vessels qHlickly and Fescuing crews of all
nationalities, India earns trust that no summit can buy, converting naval presence into strategic influence and

positioning itself as the preferred security partner of Indian Ocean littoral states.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (ANALYTICAL FRAME)

Use the interest-behind-the-benevolence frame: when a state provides a public good (here, safe sea
lanes), ask what national interest it secures at the same time. India’s anti-piracy operations protect other
nations’ ships, but they also protect India’s oil imports, its trade and its strategic standing. Recognising that
security provision and self-interest align turns a feel-good story into a hard-nosed strategic argument, exactly

the maturity examiners and interview panels reward.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

India depends on Indian Ocean sea lanes for 0il and trade -> piracy and Red Sea
instability threaten them -> doctrine (SAGAR/MAHASAGAR) mandates action -> awareness
(IFC-IOR) plus force (INS Trikand, MARCOS) enable rapid response -> India as net

security provider and first responder

WAY FORWARD

0 Sustain mission-based deployments. Keep warships forward-deployed in the Gulf of Aden and

Arabian Sea to guarantee rapid response.

e Deepen indigenous naval strength. Continue building blue-water capability (aircraft carriers,

Project 17A frigates) so presence is affordable and enduring.

© Widen maritime-domain awareness. Strengthen the IFC-IOR and information-sharing links

with partner navies and littoral states.

O guild regional partnerships. Use IONS and joint exercises to turn net security provision into a

shared, capacity-building endeavour with regional navies.

® push for a legal-cooperative order. Support frameworks for prosecuting piracy and

safeguarding sea lanes, keeping the seas open and rules-based.

PYQ LINKAGE AND PRACTICE

UPSC has asked about maritime security, India’s role as a net security provider in the Indian Ocean, and the
significance of the Indian Ocean for India’s security and trade (maritime-security questions appear across

recent years). This editorial connects the doctrine to a current operation.
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Practice question (Mains, GS3/GS2, 15 marks): “India’s role as the net security provider in the Indian

Ocean is an act of enlightened self-interest; pot altruism.’ In thelightof reeent anti-piracy operations,

examine the doctrinal (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/doctrinal/) and capability foundations of this role. (250 words)

Sources: The Indian Express (https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/)
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