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WHY IN NEWS

On July 2 to 3, 2026, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Ghana, the first visit by an Indian Prime
Minister in over 30 years, as the opening leg of a five-nation Global South tour. India and Ghana elevated

their relationship to a Comprehensive Partnership and exchanged four Memoranda of Understanding.

The visit signals India’s renewed, high-level engagement with West Africa and anchors New Delhi’s self-styled

role as a “Voice of the Global South”.

THE VISIT AT A GLANCE

In Accra, President John Mahama conferred on Prime Minister Modi “The Officer of the Order of the
Star of Ghana”, Ghana’s highest national honour, in recognition of his statesmanship and global leadership.
Prime Minister Modi also addressed the Parliament of the Republic of Ghana, framing the partnership

around shared democratic values and South-South cooperation.

Ghana is the opening leg of an eight-day, five-nation tour running July 2 to 9, 2026, covering the Global

South and Latin America, during which the Prime Minister participates in the BRICS Summit.
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1 Ghana Comprehensive Partnership, minerals, vaccines

o) Trinidad and Tobago Diaspora (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/diaspora/), development partnership

3 Argentina Trade, critical minerals (https://ujiyari.com/terms/critical-minerals/), energy
4 Brazil BRICS Summit participation

5 Namibia Digital Public Infrastructure, UPI

Four MoUs and the Comprehensive Partnership

The two sides raised bilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/bilateral/) ties to a Comprehensive Partnership and

exchanged four MoUs covering;:

¢ Culture: a cultural exchange programme.

e Standards: cooperation between the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and Ghana’s

standards authority.

e Ayurveda and traditional medicine: institutional cooperation in traditional systems of

medicine.

e Joint Commission Mechanism: a structured platform between the two Foreign Ministries to

steer engagement.

SUBSTANCE OF THE PARTNERSHIP

Beyond the MoUs, India offered cooperation across development-partnership pillars:

e Health: support for a West Africa vaccine hub, building on Ghana’s ambition to become a

regional vaccine-production centre.

e Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): sharing India’s DPI stack, including the UPI payments

model, as a soft-power and development export.
e Agriculture: support for President Mahama'’s “Feed Ghana” farm-technology initiative.
e Skilling: human-resource and capacity-building cooperation.
e Critical minerals: the two sides saw immense scope in critical minerals, defence and maritime

security, with a shared aim to expand bilateral trade over the coming years.

India’s engagement follows a development-partnership, not a debt-trap, model, built on capacity-
building, concessional (https://ujiyari.com/terms/concessional/) support and technology-sharing that respects the

priorities and sovereignty of partner countries.
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ANALYSIS AND WAY FORWARD

The Ghana visit fits India’s twin strategic goals: deepening South-South cooperation and securing
access to critical minerals vital for its clean-energy and technology transition. West Africa is rich in
resources such as gold, bauxite, manganese and rare earths, and India’s outreach seeks reliable, diversified
supply chains that reduce dependence on any single source. Simultaneously, DPI and vaccine cooperation
project Indian public goods as trusted, low-cost alternatives, strengthening India’s claim to lead the Global
South.

India chairs BRICS in 2026, its fourth chairship after 2012, 2016 and 2021, reinforcing its convening role
among emerging economies. The way forward lies in translating MoUs into projects, honouring commitments
on skilling and vaccines, and ensuring the partnership remains demand-driven and mutually beneficial,

consistent with India’s official development-partnership approach.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2: India and its neighbourhood and beyond; bilateral, regional and global groupings involving

India; effect of policies of developed and developing countries on India’s interests; the Indian diaspora.
Prelims pointers:

e “The Officer of the Order of the Star of Ghana” is Ghana’s highest national honour, conferred
by President John Mahama.

e India chairs BRICS in 2026 (fourth time after 2012, 2016, 2021).

@ The four MoUs covered culture, standards (BIS), Ayurveda and a Joint Commission

Mechanism.
@ The five-nation tour covered Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago, Argentina, Brazil and Namibia (July 2 to

9, 2026).

Mains question: “India’s outreach to Africa is guided by a development-partnership model distinct from
that of other major powers.” In light of recent high-level engagements, examine how India balances resource

diplomacy with its leadership of the Global South. (15 marks, 250 words)
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FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

Visit: July 2 to 3, 2026; first by an Indian Prime Minister to Ghana in over 30 years.
Honour: “The Officer of the Order of the Star of Ghana”, conferred by President John Mahama.
Upgrade: bilateral ties elevated to a Comprehensive Partnership.

MoUs (four): culture; standards (Bureau of Indian Standards); Ayurveda and traditional medicine;
Joint Commission Mechanism between Foreign Ministries.

Cooperation offered: West Africa vaccine hub, Digital Public Infrastructure, skilling, and the “Feed
Ghana” initiative.

Tour: five nations, July 2 to 9, 2026: Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago, Argentina, Brazil (BRICS
Summit) and Namibia.

BRICS: India chairs BRICS in 2026, its fourth chairship (after 2012, 2016, 2021).

India’s stand: development-partnership model, not a debt-trap model; capacity-building and
technology-sharing that respect partner sovereignty (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/sovereignty/).

Sources: Ministry of External Affairs (https://www.mea.gov.in/), PIB (https://pib.gov.in/), DD News (https://ddnews.g

ov.in/), The Tribune (https://www.tribuneindia.com/)

Source: PM Modi in Ghana: Ties Elevated to a Comprehensive Partnership — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS
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