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INTERVIEW ANGLE
"If an amnesty meant to bring exotic pets into the open is used to launder freshly smuggled
animals, was it a mistake or a fixable design flaw? How do you regulate a trade that lives on

encrypted apps?"

Source: Original editorial #  Down to Earth

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

Airport seizures of iguanas, macaws, tortoises and baby anacondas, and overland busts along the Indo-
Myanmar border in Mizoram, point to a fast-growing exotic pet trade fed by social media demand. India
finally has the legal tools to act: the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act 2022 brought CITES-listed
species into domestic law. Whether those tools are enforced is a live GS3 question about wildlife crime,

biosecurity (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/biosecurity/) and regulatory capacity.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

India’s exotic pet trade lives in the gap between weak law and weaker enforcement. The 2022
amendment closed the old loophole, non-native species once fell outside the Wild Life Protection Act, by
adding a Schedule IV of CITES species with mandatory registration. But smuggling routes, online
marketplaces, an amnesty gamed by traffickers, and missing disease and invasive-species systems mean the

law must now be enforced, not just enacted.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

The exotic loophole Pre-2022 law covered only native species Trafficked exotics could not be seized

Schedule IV (WPA Brings all CITES Appendix I, II, III species Closes the loophole, requires

2022) into the Act registration

Section 49M Mandatory registration, burden of proof on Makes undocumented possession illegal
keeper

Biosecurity risk Zoonoses and invasive species from non- Public-health and ecological stakes
natives beyond the pet

THE ANALYSIS

o The loophole was structural. Until 2022 the Wild Life (Protection) Act protected only India’s
native fauna, so smuggled exotics were legally orphaned and hard to seize. The trade grew in
precisely that gap.

© The 2022 amendment aligned India with CITES. A new Schedule IV incorporates species

across CITES Appendices I, IT and III; Section 49M mandates registration and reverses the burden

of proof onto the possessor, who must produce documents or be deemed illegal.

3 Routes reveal organisation. Air corridors from Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur are intercepted
8 g p P
mainly at Mumbai and Bengaluru; the Zokhawthar crossing in Mizoram, a former narco corridor,

channels animals from Myanmar. These are networks, not stray hobbyists.

o Amnesty was gamed. The 2020 voluntary disclosure scheme let keepers declare exotics with
immunity, but it was criticised for allowing smugglers to launder freshly trafficked animals into the

legal fold, blunting the very transparency it sought.

® The risks run wider than biodiversity. Reptiles carry salmonella, birds carry psittacosis and
avian influenza, yet India has no cohesive post-import disease surveillance, and escaped exotics like

the red-eared slider establish as invasives with no binding management framework.
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DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act 2022, new Schedule IV folding in all species across CITES
Appendices I, IT and III; Section 49M mandates registration and shifts the burden of proof; Living
Animal Species (Reporting and Registration) Rules, 2024 via the PARIVESH portal to the state
Chief Wildlife Warden. CITES: the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species; three
Appendices (I highest protection, II regulated, ITI country-listed); India is a party. Enforcement: Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau (WCCB), a statutory (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/statutory/) body under MoEFCC
constituted in 2007 under Section 38(Z); works with Customs, DRI, Assam Rifles and state forest
departments. Amnesty: the 2020 voluntary disclosure scheme, criticised for laundering smuggled
stock. Risks: zoonoses (salmonella, psittacosis, avian influenza); invasive species (red-eared slider,

alligator gar).

THE DEBATE

Argument for an outright ban: Only prohibition removes the demand signal; a legal trade, however
regulated, provides cover for smuggled animals and normalises keeping wildlife, so India should ban the

private ownership of exotic species entirely.

Argument for regulation over prohibition: A ban drives the trade underground, criminalises existing
keepers and overwhelms rescue capacity. Robust registration, marketplace oversight and disease surveillance,
extended even to non-CITES species, protect biodiversity and public health more effectively than a prohibition

that cannot be policed.

Balanced verdict: India has chosen regulation through the 2022 amendment; the failure so far is
enforcement, not design. The pragmatic (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/pragmatic/) path is to make registration real,

close the non-CITES gap, and resource the agencies, keeping a ban in reserve for the highest-risk species.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

Weak outcomes often come not from missing statutes but from statutes that are unfunded, under-
implemented or gamed. When you evaluate any regulatory failure, ask three questions in order: is there a
law, does it cover the problem, and is it actually enforced. Locating the failure at the right stage is what

turns a vague complaint into a precise policy answer.
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DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Social-media demand -> smuggling via airports and the Indo-Myanmar border -> old
loophole (only native species protected) -> WPA 2022 Schedule IV closes it -> weak
enforcement plus gamed amnesty -> biodiversity and biosecurity risk persists -> enforce

registration, regulate marketplaces, resource WCCB

THE WAY FORWARD

@ Make Schedule IV registration real. Drive compliance through PARIVESH, audit declarations

against seizure data, and penalise non-registration rather than relying on amnesties.

2 Close the non-CITES gap. Extend oversight to non-CITES exotic species that currently sit in a

legal grey zone, and regulate online and encrypted-app marketplaces.

3 Build biosecurity capacity. Create a post-import disease surveillance system, integrate it with

the One Health approach, and adopt a binding invasive-species framework.

o Resource enforcement and rescue. Strengthen the WCCB, inter-agency coordination and

dedicated rescue infrastructure so seized animals are not left without care.

THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Argue that India’s exotic pet trade is a failure of enforcement rather than of law, and that enforcing the

CITES-compliant 2022 amendment, plus closing the non-CITES and biosecurity gaps, is the way forward.

“India finally has the law it long lacked; the exotic pet trade now thrives not in the absence of rules but in the

absence of enforcement.”

Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act 2022; Schedule IV; Section 49M; CITES Appendices I, II, ITI; Wildlife

Crime Control Bureau; PARIVESH; red-eared slider as invasive.

When a voluntary amnesty designed to build trust is exploited by criminals, how should a regulator balance

leniency for genuine keepers against deterrence (https://ujiyari.com/terms/deterrence/) for traffickers.

UPSC has asked about biodiversity conservation, invasive species and the enforcement of environmental

law; this connects those to wildlife crime and CITES compliance.

CITES and international wildlife law; One Health; invasive alien species (https://ujiyari.com/terms/invasive-alie

n-species/); biosecurity; organised transnational crime.

Sources: Down To Earth (https://www.downtoearth.org.in), Press Information Bureau (https://wwuw.pib.gov.in/)

Source: India's Booming Exotic Pet Trade — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial Analysis
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LTANCE
Ujiyari Current Affairs - ujiyari.com - Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

India’s surging exotic pet trade straddles legal loopholes, illegal
smuggling and organised wildlife-crime networks, and regulatory
and enforcement gaps allow trafficking of non-native species
despite biodiversity and biosecurity risks, so the Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment Act 2022, which brought CITES species
into Indian law, must be enforced.

v SUPPORTING

» Before 2022 the Wild Life Protection Act covered only native species, so trafficked exotics
fell outside its scope, a loophole the 2022 amendment’s new Schedule IV was designed to

close.

* Smuggling routes run through the Indo-Myanmar border in Mizoram and through major
airports, with seizures of iguanas, macaws, tortoises and pythons pointing to organised
networks.

* Non-native species carry zoonotic disease and invasive-species risks, yet India has no
cohesive post-import disease surveillance or invasive-species framework.

A COUNTER

An outright ban could drive the trade further underground and criminalise ordinary keepers,
so a well-run registration and regulation regime may protect biodiversity better than
prohibition.

— WAY FORWARD

Enforce Schedule IV registration through PARIVESH, extend oversight to non-CITES species,
regulate online marketplaces, build rescue and disease surveillance capacity, and strengthen
the Wildlife Crime Control Bureau.
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QUESTION

"India’s exotic pet trade thrives in the space between weak law and weaker enforcement." Examine the

regulatory and biosecurity challenges posed by the trade in non-native species, and suggest measures to

strengthen compliance with CITES. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

An exotic pet is a private choice with public consequences. Behind the marmoset in a flat or the iguana in

an aquarium sits a trade that runs on loopholes, smuggling routes and organised crime.

BODY

The core problem was legal. Until 2022, the Wild Life (Protection) Act protected only India’s native species,
so a smuggled iguana or macaw fell outside its reach and could not easily be seized.

The 2022 amendment closed this by creating a new Schedule IV that folds in all species listed across CITES
Appendices |, [l and Ill, requiring registration of possession under Section 49M and shifting the burden of
proof onto the keeper. The Living Animal Species Rules of 2024 route registration through the PARIVESH
portal to the state Chief Wildlife Warden.

Yet law on paper is outrun by trade on the ground. Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur feed air routes intercepted
mainly at Mumbai and Bengaluru, while the Zokhawthar crossing in Mizoram channels animals overland
from Myanmar; recent busts recovered Patagonian maras, African spurred tortoises, an albino Burmese
python and baby anacondas.

Demand is fuelled by social media and encrypted apps that regulation barely touches, and a 2020
voluntary disclosure amnesty was criticised for letting smugglers launder fresh stock. The risks are not only
to biodiversity: exotic animals carry salmonella, psittacosis and avian influenza, and escaped species such
as the red-eared slider and alligator gar establish as invasives, yet India lacks both a post-import disease

surveillance system and a binding invasive-species framework.

CONCLUSION

India now has the law it long lacked. The task is enforcement: register the animals, regulate the
marketplaces, close the non-CITES gap, and resource the agencies, so that a fashionable trade does not

become a lasting ecological and public-health liability.
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