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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Is a record year of species discoveries cause for celebration or for alarm? If we are still naming
species we have barely studied, how many are vanishing before we ever record them?"

Source: Original editorial ↗ Down to Earth

Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

On its 111th foundation day, the Zoological Survey of India reported that the country documented a record

709 new animal species in 2025, with Kerala and West Bengal leading. It is the highest annual count

yet and a headline environment story. But the number is double-edged: it celebrates India’s biodiversity while

revealing how much remains undocumented, and how fragile it is, a core GS3 theme on conservation and

scientific capacity.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

India recorded 709 new animal species in 2025, of which 483 are new to science and 226 are first

records for India, beating 2024’s 683. Kerala and West Bengal led; insects were about 59 per cent. It

showcases India’s under-documented richness and the Zoological Survey of India’s role. The lesson:

sustain taxonomic capacity and habitat protection, or lose species before they are even named.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

New to science vs new record 483 wholly new species, 226

new to India

Precision separates discovery from

range extension

Taxonomic impediment Global shortage of trained

taxonomists

Limits how fast biodiversity is

documented

Megadiverse (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/

megadiverse/) India

One of 17 nations, four

hotspots

Explains the sheer scale of

undiscovered fauna

Discovery-conservation link Naming is the first step to

protecting

You cannot conserve what you

have not recorded

THE ANALYSIS

A genuine record, precisely stated. The 709 total splits into 483 species entirely new to science

and 226 first records for India, surpassing 683 in 2024. The distinction matters: not everything

counted is new to the planet.

1

The map of discovery is instructive. Kerala led with 98 species and West Bengal with 76, with

Karnataka and Arunachal Pradesh close behind, all zones of dense, under-surveyed habitat within

India’s biodiversity hotspots.

2

The small and overlooked dominate. Insects made up roughly 59 per cent of the discoveries.

The fauna least likely to draw public attention is exactly the fauna least documented, and often most

ecologically load-bearing.

3

The institution is the enabler. The Zoological Survey of India, founded in 1916 and

headquartered in Kolkata under the environment ministry, anchors this work through field survey

and molecular tools, converting specimens into named, conservable knowledge.

4

The record is also a warning. That so many species are still being named implies many remain

undescribed, and habitat loss and climate change mean some will vanish unrecorded. A discovery

boom without habitat protection catalogues loss rather than preventing it.

5
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DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

709 new animal species in 2025 (483 new to science, 226 first records for India); previous record 683

in 2024; reported by ZSI on its 111th foundation day. Leaders: Kerala 98, West Bengal 76, then

Karnataka and Arunachal Pradesh; insects about 59 per cent of the total. India’s fauna: about

105,953 species and subspecies, roughly 5.3 per cent of the global total. Status: one of 17

megadiverse countries; four biodiversity hotspots (Himalaya, Western Ghats, Indo-Burma,

Sundaland). Institution: Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), founded 1916, headquartered in Kolkata,

under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change; publisher of Fauna of India and the annual

Animal Discoveries. Concept: the taxonomic impediment, the global shortage of taxonomists and

funding.

THE DEBATE

Celebration framing: The record count proves India’s institutions, molecular tools and exceptional

biodiversity are working well. A rising discovery rate is evidence of scientific strength and a healthy pipeline of

biodiversity knowledge, worth celebrating and scaling up.

Warning framing: A surge in discoveries signals how much remains unknown, in a period of accelerating

habitat loss. Many species may be lost before description, and under-funded taxonomy (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/t

axonomy/) means the race is against extinction, so the record is a call to invest, not to relax.

Balanced verdict: The two readings are complementary. The discoveries are a real achievement and a real

warning at once: proof of richness that demands, not permits, greater investment in taxonomy and habitat

protection before the undocumented is lost.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

A record can be a warning in disguise. Ask what a rising figure reveals about the whole, not just the part

measured. If 709 species were newly named this year, the honest question is how many remain unnamed,

and how fast their habitats are shrinking. Turning a celebratory statistic into a systemic question is what

lifts an answer from reportage to analysis.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Under-documented biodiversity -> ZSI survey and molecular tools -> 709 species recorded

in 2025 (483 new to science) -> implies vast undiscovered fauna -> habitat loss

threatens named and unnamed alike -> invest in taxonomy plus habitat protection to
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conserve

THE WAY FORWARD

THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Argue that India’s record 709 discoveries are both a triumph of the Zoological Survey and a warning about

undocumented biodiversity, demanding sustained taxonomic capacity and habitat protection.

“India cannot protect what it has not named, and it cannot name what it has stopped resourcing the

taxonomists and habitats to reveal.”

709 new species in 2025 (483 new to science); Zoological Survey of India (1916, Kolkata); Fauna of India; 17

megadiverse countries; four biodiversity hotspots; taxonomic impediment.

How should a society justify funding the slow, unglamorous work of taxonomy against more visible

priorities, when its value lies in preventing losses that would otherwise go unnoticed.

UPSC has asked about biodiversity, megadiverse status, hotspots and conservation institutions; this

connects those to taxonomy and the discovery-conservation link.

biodiversity hotspots; megadiverse nations; the Biological Diversity Act; conservation funding; climate

change and habitat loss.

Sources: Down To Earth (https://www.downtoearth.org.in), Zoological Survey of India (https://www.zsi.gov.in/)

Source: India's Record Faunal Discoveries — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial Analysis

Fund and sustain taxonomy. Support the Zoological Survey and university taxonomy, reversing

the long global decline in trained taxonomists and curatorial capacity.

1

Digitise and open the data. Maintain and expand digital faunal databases and checklists so

discovery translates into accessible conservation knowledge.

2

Pair discovery with protection. Link newly recorded species and their habitats to protected-

area planning, so cataloguing feeds directly into conservation.

3

Build the next generation. Train young taxonomists and integrate molecular methods, ensuring

the pipeline that produced a record year is not itself endangered.

4

Ujiyari Current Affairs · ujiyari.com · Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

India's Record Faunal Discoveries 5 / 9

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/
https://www.zsi.gov.in/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/07/dte-709-new-animal-species-2025-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/


K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

⚠ COUNTER

A record count could be read as reassurance that biodiversity is thriving, which risks
complacency about the habitat loss threatening species that are named and unnamed alike.

→ WAY FORWARD

Sustain and fund taxonomy, digitise faunal databases, train the next generation of
taxonomists, and pair discovery with habitat protection so species are conserved, not just
catalogued.

India documented a record 709 new animal species in 2025, with
Kerala and West Bengal leading, underscoring the country’s rich

but under-documented biodiversity and the vital role of the
Zoological Survey of India, so sustained taxonomic capacity and

habitat protection are needed to conserve what is still being
discovered.

The 709 total comprises 483 species entirely new to science and 226 first records for India,
surpassing the previous record of 683 in 2024.

Kerala led with 98 species and West Bengal with 76, while insects made up about 59 per
cent of the total, showing how much of India’s fauna remains unrecorded.

The Zoological Survey of India, founded in 1916, anchors this work, and its taxonomic
capacity is what converts field discovery into conservation knowledge.
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✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

"Every newly described species is both a discovery and a reminder of how much remains unknown."

Discuss the significance of India's record faunal discoveries in 2025 and the role of taxonomic capacity in
biodiversity conservation. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Naming a species is the first act of protecting it. India’s record haul of 709 new animal species in 2025 is
therefore both a scientific achievement and a measure of how much of its living wealth remains unknown.

BODY

The Zoological Survey of India, on its 111th foundation day, reported 709 animal species added to India’s

faunal record in 2025, the highest annual count yet, ahead of 683 in 2024. Of these, 483 are entirely new to
science and 226 are first records for India.

The geography of discovery is telling: Kerala led with 98 species and West Bengal with 76, followed by
Karnataka and Arunachal Pradesh, all regions of high, under-explored richness. Insects dominated at

roughly 59 per cent of the total, a reminder that the least charismatic fauna are also the least documented.
India now records some 105,953 animal species and subspecies, about 5.3 per cent of the global total, as

one of 17 megadiverse countries hosting four biodiversity hotspots. Yet the achievement carries a warning.
That so many species are still being named implies many more remain undescribed, and in an age of

habitat loss and climate change, a species can go extinct before it is ever recorded. The binding constraint
is the taxonomic impediment: a global shortage of trained taxonomists and funded institutions.
India’s advantage is the Zoological Survey, founded in 1916, whose molecular and field capacity turns raw

discovery into usable conservation knowledge. Discovery without habitat protection is cataloguing loss;
discovery with it is the foundation of conservation.

CONCLUSION

The 709 figure should be read as both celebration and caution. India cannot protect what it has not
named, and it cannot name what it has stopped resourcing the taxonomists and habitats to reveal.
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