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Source: ujiyari.com — researched, fact-checked & UPSC-mapped

INTERVIEW ANGLE

"New climate pledges have barely moved projected warming, and several major emitters are off
track to meet even their own 2030 targets. When ambition and action diverge, what does

accountability in global climate governance mean?"

Source: Original editorial #  Down to Earth

® Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

The UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2025 found new climate pledges barely moved the needle: full
implementation still points to roughly 2.3 to 2.5C of warming, and current policies to about 2.8C, far above
the Paris 1.5C goal. Several major emitters are off track on even their 2030 targets. For an aspirant, this is a

core GS3 case on climate governance, equity and India’s transition.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

Many nations are drifting the wrong way on climate: new NDCs barely lowered projected warming, and major

economies and the G20 are off track for even their 2030 targets. The gap between pledges and policy is
widening, current commitments still imply 2.3 to 2.5C, policies 2.8C. This is now an accountability and

equity crisis, and a test for India’s own delivery.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

NDC Nationally Determined Contribution (https://ujiyari.c The pledge each country
om/terms/nationally-determined-contribution/) under makes to cut emissions
Paris

Emissions gap Distance between pledges and the 1.5C path Measures how far off track

the world is

Ambition-action gap Divergence of pledges from actual policy Direction without delivery

cuts no carbon

CBDR-RC (https://ujiyari. Common but differentiated responsibilities Equity basis for who acts

com/terms/cbdr-rc/) and who finances

THE ANALYSIS: DRIFT DRESSED AS AMBITION

0 The needle barely moved. UNEP’s Emissions Gap Report 2025 found new pledges point to

roughly 2.3 to 2.5C, with current policies near 2.8C, far above 1.5C, and 2030 emissions near 58 Gt
COz2e.

O The pledge shortfall. NDCs submitted so far deliver less than a sixth of the additional cuts
needed by 2035 for 1.5C.

© Ambition versus action. Several major economies are off track to meet even their unconditional

2030 targets; the G20, source of most emissions, is not on course.

O The equity turn. When rich, high-emitting nations backslide, the burden and moral case shift, and

developing countries need finance, technology and fair carbon space.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

current pledges imply warming of roughly 2.3 to 2.5C; current policies about 2.8C; Paris goal is well
below 2C, aiming for 1.5C; 2030 emissions near 58 Gt CO2e. Shortfall: new NDCs deliver less than a
sixth of the additional 2035 cuts needed for 1.5C. Off track: several major economies miss even
unconditional 2030 targets; the G20 is off course for current NDCs. Framework: Paris Agreement (htt
ps://ujiyari.com/terms/paris-agreement/) (2015); NDCs; CBDR-RC (common but differentiated
responsibilities); global stocktake (https://ujiyari.com/terms/global-stocktake/); UNEP Emissions Gap
Report. India: net-zero by 2070; targets on non-fossil capacity and emissions intensity (https://ujiyari.com/t

erms/emissions-intensity/); International Solar Alliance; LiFE mission.
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THE DEBATE

Argument that the world is drifting: Pledges barely cut projected warming, big emitters miss even their
own targets, and the gap between ambition and action is widening, so this is a governance and accountability

failure.

Argument that direction still counts: Long-term net-zero goals set the trajectory (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/tr
ajectory/), clean-tech costs are falling fast enough to bend the curve, and dwelling on the gap breeds fatalism

instead of action.

Balanced verdict: Direction matters, but direction without delivery removes no carbon. The honest read is
that the world has enough ambition on paper and too little action in policy. The fix is accountability and
transparency in NDCs, equitable (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/equitable/) finance and technology, and credible

domestic delivery, including by India.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

Commitments, targets and net-zero dates are inputs; emissions cuts and budget allocations are outputs.
Strong analysis measures the gap between what is promised and what is delivered, and asks what
enforcement closes it. This “stated preference vs revealed action” test applies far beyond climate, to fiscal

targets, SDGs and any long-horizon pledge.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Paris goal (1.5C) -> countries submit NDCs -> new pledges barely move needle (imply ~2.3
to 2.5C) -> actual policies weaker (~2.8C) -> major emitters + G20 off even 2030 targets
-> ambition-action gap widens -> accountability + equity crisis -> need transparent NDCs

+ climate finance + CBDR + credible delivery (incl. India) -> close the gap

THE WAY FORWARD

O® Enforce accountability. Strengthen transparency, review and the global stocktake so NDCs

translate into policy, not slogans.

O Deliver finance and technology. Rich nations must meet climate-finance and technology-

transfer commitments to enable developing-country transitions.

(3] Uphold equity. Anchor action in CBDR-RC so the burden reflects historical responsibility and

capability, protecting the poor’s development space.

o India leads by delivery. Meet renewable and emissions-intensity targets on the net-zero-by-2070

path, and let credible domestic action carry moral weight abroad.
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THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Argue that the climate crisis is now an accountability and equity crisis, use the pledge-policy gap and off-

track emitters as evidence, and position India’s credible domestic delivery as the way to lead.
“Pledges are not policy, and direction is not delivery.”

UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2025; pledges imply ~2.3 to 2.5C, policies ~2.8C; Paris 1.5C goal; NDCs;
CBDR-RC; global stocktake; India net-zero by 2070; G20 off track.

When high-emitting rich nations backslide, is it fair to ask developing countries to move faster? How should

responsibility be shared between historical and current emitters?

UPSC has asked on the Paris Agreement, CBDR, climate finance and India’s climate commitments. This

editorial updates them to the 2025-26 emissions gap.

Paris Agreement, NDCs, climate finance, CBDR-RC, global stocktake, India’s net-zero pathway.

Sources: Down To Earth (https://www.downtoearth.org.in), UNEP (https://www.unep.org), UNFCCC (https://unfccc.int)

Source: Many Nations Are Headed the Wrong Way on Climate — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial
Analysis
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Ujiyari Current Affairs - ujiyari.com - Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

Many countries are moving in the wrong direction on climate, new
national plans barely lower projected warming and several major
emitters are off track to meet even their own targets, widening
the gap between pledged NDCs and actual policy trajectories; this
raises the stakes for equitable, accountable global climate
governance and for India’s own transition.

v SUPPORTING

* The evidence of drift is direct: the UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2025 found new pledges
barely moved the needle, with full implementation of current commitments still pointing to
roughly 2.3 to 2.5 degrees of warming and current policies to about 2.8 degrees, far above
the Paris 1.5 degree goal.

* Ambition and delivery have diverged: several major economies are off track to meet even
their unconditional 2030 NDC targets, and the G20, responsible for the bulk of emissions, is
not on course for its current pledges.

* This turns climate into an accountability and equity problem, when rich, high-emitting
nations backslide, the burden and the moral case shift, and developing countries need
finance, technology and fair space to transition.

A COUNTER

Some argue that pledges and long-term net-zero goals still matter and set direction, that
clean-tech costs are falling fast enough to bend the curve, and that focusing on the gap
breeds fatalism rather than action; but direction without delivery does not cut emissions, and
the science demands both.

— WAY FORWARD

Close the ambition-action gap: enforce accountability and transparency in NDCs, deliver
climate finance and technology to developing countries, uphold equity and common but
differentiated responsibilities, and let India lead by credible domestic delivery on its renewable
and net-zero targets.
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QUESTION

"The climate crisis is now a governance and accountability crisis as much as a scientific one." Examine,

with reference to the gap between pledged NDC targets and actual policy, and India's own transition.
(250 words)

INTRODUCTION

The climate crisis has become a governance crisis. New national climate plans barely move projected
warming, and several big emitters are off track to meet even their own 2030 targets.

When ambition and action diverge, the challenge is accountability and equity, and India’s transition is part

of the answer.

BODY

The evidence of drift is sobering. The UNEP Emissions Gap Report 2025 found that new pledges barely
moved the needle: full implementation of current commitments still points to roughly 2.3 to 2.5 degrees of
warming, and current policies to about 2.8 degrees, far above the Paris 1.5 degree goal, with emissions
projected to hold near 58 gigatonnes of CO2 equivalent in 2030.

NDCs submitted so far deliver less than a sixth of the additional 2035 cuts needed for 1.5 degrees. Worse,
ambition and delivery have separated: several major economies are off track to meet even their
unconditional 2030 targets, and the G20, source of most emissions, is not on course.

This reframes climate as an accountability and equity problem. When wealthy, high-emitting nations
backslide, the moral and practical burden shifts, and developing countries need finance, technology and
fair carbon space to transition.

The counter, that pledges set direction and falling clean-tech costs will bend the curve, is partly true, but
direction without delivery does not remove a tonne of carbon; the science demands both ambition and

action. India, on its part, must lead less by rhetoric and more by credible domestic delivery on renewables

and its net-zero-by-2070 pathway.

CONCLUSION

Pledges are not policy, and direction is not delivery. Closing the ambition-action gap needs accountability,
equitable finance and technology, and countries, India included, that deliver at home.

The wrong way is drift dressed as ambition.
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