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Source: ujiyari.com — researched, fact-checked & UPSC-mapped

INTERVIEW ANGLE
"How does a country stay a reliable partner to Israel while credibly voicing humanitarian
concern over Gaza and keeping Iran and the Gulf onside? Is balance a coherent policy or a

diplomatic evasion?"

Source: Original editorial »  The Indian Express

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

The prolonged Gaza crisis and regional instability have tested every West Asian relationship India holds. For
an aspirant, this is a GS2 case on recalibrating foreign policy, humanitarian diplomacy and
strategic autonomy (https://ujiyari.com/terms/strategic-autonomy/), and on whether an Israel-centric

posture still serves India’s interests.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

An Israel-weighted West Asia policy strains India’s ties with the Gulf and Iran, where its energy, diaspora

(https://ujiyari.com/vocab/diaspora/) and connectivity stakes are largest, and sits uneasily with its support for
Palestine. India should recalibrate (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/recalibrate/) around de-hyphenation and
strategic autonomy: keep the Israel partnership, reaffirm a two-state solution and Gaza relief, protect

Iran and Gulf ties, and act as a de-escalatory bridge.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

Israel-centric tilt A posture weighted toward one Strains Gulf, Iran and Palestine ties
partner

Recalibration Rebalancing across all regional Restores options and leverage (https://ujiyari.com/vo
actors cab/leverage/)

Humanitarian Voicing Gaza’s civilian toll Aligns interests with India’s record

concern

De-hyphenation Judging each relationship on its The framework for balance
merits

THE ANALYSIS

O The stakes are dispersed. India’s biggest concrete interests, Gulf labour and remittances,

Hormuz energy transit, Iran connectivity, lie beyond Israel; a one-sided tilt complicates all of them.

2] Principle and record. India’s historic support for Palestine, its UN vote for a two-state solution

and its Global South leadership all argue for audible humanitarian concern over Gaza.

3] Leverage from balance. Talking to Israel, the Arab Gulf and Iran at once gives India options and

a mediating role that a single alignment forecloses.

4] Balance is not indecision. Preserving relationships across camps is a deliberate (https://ujiyari.co

m/vocab/deliberate/) strategy of hedging, not an evasion.

© The partnership stays. Recalibration keeps the valuable Israel relationship, but inside an

autonomy-first framework rather than as the organising principle.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

India’s de-hyphenation of Israel, Palestine and Iran; strategic autonomy as the organising principle.
Official stand: support for a negotiated two-state solution; India voted for the two-state settlement at
the UNGA (September 2025). Interests: roughly 8 to 9 million Indians in the Gulf; India as the top
remittance recipient; energy transit through the Strait of Hormuz (https://ujiyari.com/terms/strait-of-
hormuz/); Chabahar port (https://ujiyari.com/terms/chabahar-port/) and the INSTC (https://ujiyari.com/
terms/inste/) via Iran. Groupings: 12U2, the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC
(https://ujiyari.com/terms/imec-india-middle-east-europe-corridor/)), and Gulf partnerships with Saudi

Arabia and the UAE. Concept: de-hyphenation; humanitarian diplomacy; balance of interests.
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THE DEBATE

Argument for a clear Israel-first tilt: A close, unambiguous partnership yields defence technology,

intelligence and counter-terror cooperation; hedging dilutes the trust and returns that clarity provides.

Argument for recalibration: A one-sided posture endangers India’s larger Gulf, Iran and diaspora
interests and clashes with its Palestine record; a balanced framework preserves leverage and aligns interest

with principle.

Balanced verdict: India should recalibrate without rupture, sustaining the Israel partnership while
reaffirming the two-state solution and Gaza relief, protecting Iran and Gulf ties, and positioning itself as a

credible de—escalatory interlocutor (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/interlocutor/).

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

Before endorsing an alignment, list the concrete stakes, people, energy, trade, connectivity, and see which
partners hold most of them. Policy should follow the weight of interests, not the visibility of a single

relationship. This “interest-mapping” habit disciplines both foreign-policy and domestic-priority answers.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Israel-centric tilt -> strain on Gulf, Iran, Palestine ties -> exposure of energy,
diaspora, connectivity stakes -> recalibrate via de-hyphenation -> keep Israel +

reaffirm two-state + protect Iran/Gulf -> de-escalatory bridge

THE WAY FORWARD

o Sustain, do not centre, the Israel tie. Keep the partnership inside an autonomy-first

framework rather than as the organising principle.

© Voice humanitarian concern. Reaffirm the two-state solution and support relief for Gaza in

word and deed.

(3] Insulate Iran and the Gulf. Protect Chabahar, the INSTC and Gulf labour ties from the conflict’s

swings.

o Offer to mediate. Use India’s cross-camp credibility to push verifiable de-escalation.
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THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Present a recalibrated West Asia framework that reconciles India’s Israel partnership with its Gulf, Iran

and Palestine interests under strategic autonomy.

“The objection that balance is indecision misreads it: balance here is the deliberate preservation of options

and leverage.”
de-hyphenation; two-state solution; UNGA 2025 vote; Strait of Hormuz; Chabahar; INSTC; I2U2; IMEC.

When a partner acts in ways that trouble your values, is quiet loyalty or candid balance the more honest,

and more effective, response.

UPSC has asked about India’s West Asia policy, its diaspora and energy stakes; this connects those to the

Gaza crisis and recalibration.

energy security (https://ujiyari.com/terms/energy-security/); the Gulf remittance economy; the Palestine

question; strategic autonomy.

Sources: The Indian Express (https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion), Ministry of External Affairs (https://www.m

ea.gov.in/)

Source: Recalibrating India's West Asia Policy — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial Analysis
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LTANCE
Ujiyari Current Affairs - ujiyari.com - Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

The Gaza crisis and regional instability have exposed the limits of
an Israel-centric approach, so India must pursue a balanced,
pragmatic policy combining strategic partnerships with
humanitarian concern and constructive engagement with Israel,
Palestine, Iran and the Gulf.

v SUPPORTING

* An Israel-weighted posture strains India’s relations with the Gulf and Iran, where its energy,

diaspora and connectivity interests are largest.

* Silence on Gaza's humanitarian toll sits uneasily with India’s historic support for Palestine
and its standing in the Global South.

» Constructive, cross-camp engagement gives India leverage and options that a single
alignment forecloses.

A COUNTER

Balancing everyone can look like committing to no one, diluting the trust and returns that a
clear, close partnership with Israel provides.

- WAY FORWARD

Recalibrate around de-hyphenation and strategic autonomy: sustain the Israel partnership,
reaffirm the two-state solution and humanitarian relief for Gaza, protect Iran and Gulf ties, and

offer India as a credible de-escalatory interlocutor.
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QUESTION

"The Gaza crisis has exposed the limits of an Israel-centric West Asia policy." Suggest a recalibrated
framework for India that combines strategic partnership, humanitarian concern and constructive

engagement across the region. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

A policy weighted toward one partner is efficient in calm times and costly in a crisis. Gaza has turned West

Asia into a crisis, and the costs of an Israel-centric posture are now visible.

BODY

India’s West Asia policy has, in practice, leaned toward Israel, drawn by valuable cooperation in defence,
technology, agriculture and counter-terror. The prolonged Gaza crisis and the wider regional instability
have exposed the limits of that lean.

Most of India’s tangible stakes lie elsewhere in the region: close to nine million Indians work in the Gulf
and remit more than from anywhere else; a large share of India’s oil transits the Strait of Hormuz; Chabahar
and the North-South corridor run through Iran. A posture read as one-sided complicates every one of
these relationships at once.

It also sits awkwardly with India’s own record: a historic commitment to Palestine, a vote at the UN for a
two-state solution, and a leadership claim in the Global South that rests partly on moral credibility.
Recalibration does not mean abandoning Israel; it means embedding that partnership within a genuinely
balanced, autonomy-first framework.

Concretely, India should keep and use its Israel ties while reaffirming, in word and deed, its support for a
negotiated two-state solution and for humanitarian relief in Gaza; it should insulate the Iran and Gulf
channels from the swings of the conflict; and it should offer itself as a de-escalatory interlocutor that talks
to all sides. The objection that balance is indecision misreads it: balance here is the deliberate preservation
of options and leverage in a region where no single alignment secures India’s interests.

The pragmatic course and the principled one point the same way.

CONCLUSION

India’s interests and its principles both argue for recalibration. A balanced West Asia policy, close to Israel,

faithful to Palestine, engaged with Iran and the Gulf, serves India better than any single tilt.
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