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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Non-alignment was about staying out of blocs. Multi-alignment is about being in all of them at
once. Is that principled strategy, or opportunism, and does the distinction matter?"

Source: Original editorial ↗ The Hindu

Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

Great-power rivalry, the 2026 Iran conflict, pressure on the Strait of Hormuz (https://ujiyari.com/terms/s

trait-of-hormuz/), and a fragmenting trade order have made the world more turbulent. India’s response,

strategic autonomy (https://ujiyari.com/terms/strategic-autonomy/) and multi-alignment, works as a

shield: engaging all major powers on issue-based terms while avoiding dependence on any one. For an

aspirant, this is a central GS2 case on India’s foreign policy in a multipolar world.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

In a fragmenting order, India’s strategic autonomy is less ideology than risk management. Multi-alignment

(https://ujiyari.com/terms/multi-alignment/), engaging the US, Russia, the Gulf and others on issue-based

convergence (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/convergence/), spreads risk and widens options. Diversified ties cushioned

India when the Iran conflict threatened energy supplies. The caveat: hedging must not become fence-sitting,

and autonomy is credible only when backed by capability.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

Strategic autonomy Freedom to decide policy on

own interests

The core of India’s approach

Multi-alignment (https://ujiyari.com/voca

b/multi-alignment/)

Engaging many powers on

issue-based terms

Avoids dependence on any

one bloc

Hedging Keeping counteracting options

open

Cushions shocks in great-

power rivalry

Issue-based convergence Cooperating case by case, not by

ideology

Lets India tailor each

relationship

THE ANALYSIS: A SHIELD, NOT A FENCE

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

strategic autonomy; multi-alignment (successor to non-alignment); issue-based convergence; strategic

hedging (return-maximising + risk-contingency (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/contingency/)). Platforms: Quad,

BRICS, SCO, G20, I2U2, IBSA; the International Solar Alliance (https://ujiyari.com/terms/internatio

nal-solar-alliance/) and CDRI as India-led initiatives. Stress test: the 2026 Iran conflict and pressure on

the Strait of Hormuz, a key energy choke point for India. Concept for Mains: middle-power diplomacy;

a fragmenting, multipolar order; the “friend to all” versus “clarity” tension.

THE DEBATE

Argument for the shield: Multi-alignment spreads risk, cushions shocks like the Hormuz disruption, and

expands India’s room for manoeuvre without locking it into any bloc.

Diversification reduces exposure. Engaging the US, Russia, the Gulf and neighbours on

distinct issues avoids single-power dependence.

1

Hedging cushions shocks. When the Iran conflict and Hormuz threatened energy, spread ties

gave India options, not exposure.

2

Capability underwrites autonomy. Independence is credible only when backed by economic

and strategic weight.

3

The risk to manage. Hedging must not slide into indecision that costs partner trust and influence.4
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Argument against: Hedging can look indecisive, strain trust with partners who want commitment, and cede

influence to states willing to take sides.

Balanced verdict: Autonomy is a genuine shield when it is disciplined and capability-backed. Be clear where

interests are clear, flexible only where they truly diverge, and build the strength that turns independence into

leverage (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/leverage/).

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

A single dependence, one supplier, one ally, one market, is a single point of failure. Spreading relationships

is portfolio management applied to statecraft: you accept a little less depth in each tie for far more resilience

(https://ujiyari.com/vocab/resilience/) across shocks. When you evaluate any strategy, personal, corporate or

national, ask where the single points of failure are and whether diversification removes them.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Turbulent multipolar order + great-power rivalry -> strategic autonomy -> multi-

alignment (US, Russia, Gulf, neighbours) on issue-based terms -> hedging cushions shocks

(e.g. Hormuz/Iran) -> options widen -> add capability + clarity -> shield becomes lever

THE WAY FORWARD

Practise disciplined diplomacy. Clear positions where interests are clear; flexibility only where

they genuinely diverge.

1

Deepen ties without dependence. Expand defence, technology, energy and trade partnerships

across multiple partners.

2

Build capability. Economic and military strength is what makes autonomy credible rather than

rhetorical.

3

Shape rules, not just react. Use plurilateral platforms to influence trade, technology and climate

frameworks.

4
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THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Frame strategic autonomy as risk management, argue multi-alignment is a shield, then temper it with the

capability-and-clarity caveat.

“In a turbulent order, India’s diplomacy shields it by keeping options open and dependence low.”

strategic autonomy; multi-alignment; Quad, BRICS, SCO, G20, I2U2; Strait of Hormuz; ISA and CDRI.

Is it principled for a rising power to avoid taking sides on major global disputes, or does moral clarity

sometimes demand commitment?

UPSC has asked about India’s strategic autonomy and its balancing between major powers. This editorial

reframes that as a shield in a fragmenting order.

multipolarity (https://ujiyari.com/terms/multipolarity/), energy security, Quad and BRICS, neighbourhood

policy, middle-power diplomacy.

Sources: The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com/opinion), Hudson Institute (https://www.hudson.org), Carnegie

Endowment (https://carnegieendowment.org)

Source: India's Diplomacy as a Shield — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial Analysis
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K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

⚠ COUNTER

Critics argue multi-alignment risks looking indecisive, straining trust with partners who want
clarity, and that hedging can become fence-sitting that yields influence to those willing to
commit.

→ WAY FORWARD

Practise disciplined, issue-based diplomacy, deepen partnerships without dependence, build
the economic and military capability that gives autonomy substance, and use plurilateral
platforms to shape rules rather than merely react.

Amid intensifying great-power rivalry and global turbulence,
India’s strategic autonomy and multi-alignment serve as a

protective shield; calibrated, issue-based diplomacy lets India
hedge risk while expanding its room for manoeuvre.

Multi-alignment lets India engage the United States, Russia, the Gulf and others
simultaneously on issue-based convergence, avoiding dependence on any single power.

Hedging cushions shocks: when the 2026 Iran conflict and the Strait of Hormuz threatened
energy supplies, spread relationships gave India options rather than exposure.

Autonomy is a shield only if backed by capability; growing economic and strategic weight is
what makes India’s independence credible rather than rhetorical.
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✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

"In a fragmenting world order, India's strategic autonomy functions less as ideology and more as risk

management." Critically examine. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Strategic autonomy is often described as India’s inheritance from non-alignment. In a fragmenting order, it

is better understood as active risk management: a shield that lets India absorb shocks while widening, not
narrowing, its options.

BODY

Multi-alignment is the operating method. Rather than joining a bloc, India engages competing power

centres, the United States, Russia, the Gulf states, the European Union and its neighbourhood, on issue-
based convergence: defence and technology with some, energy with others, connectivity and trade across

many.
This diversification is what makes autonomy a shield. When the 2026 Iran conflict and pressure on the

Strait of Hormuz threatened energy flows, spread relationships and multiple suppliers gave India options
rather than exposure to a single choke point.

The same logic cushions India against US-China and US-Russia rivalry: by keeping return-maximising and
risk-contingency ties in parallel, India avoids being trapped by any one alignment. Two caveats keep the

argument honest.
First, hedging must not curdle into fence-sitting; partners want clarity, and a reputation for indecision can
cost trust and influence. The answer is disciplined, issue-based positioning, clear where interests are clear,

flexible only where they genuinely diverge.
Second, autonomy is credible only when backed by capability; a shield is only as strong as the arm holding

it. India’s growing economic and strategic weight is what turns independence from rhetoric into leverage,
and lets it help shape rules on trade, technology and climate rather than merely react to them.

CONCLUSION

In a turbulent order, India’s diplomacy shields it by keeping options open and dependence low. The task is
to pair that autonomy with capability and clarity, so the shield also becomes a lever.
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