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INTERVIEW ANGLE

"A model can now write a judgement, a diagnosis, a policy note. Would you let it? Where is the
line between Al that advises and Al that decides?"

Source: Original editorial #  The Hindu

® Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

AT has crossed from processing information to mimicking judgement, writing diagnoses, verdicts and
policy notes in a confident human voice. The danger is “artificial wisdom”: trusting a system that weighs data
but understands nothing, while the compute that powers it sits with a few firms and states. India’s IndiaAI

Mission (https://ujiyari.com/schemes/indiaai-mission/) and the sovereign-Al debate make this a live GS3 and

GS4 question on technology, ethics and democratic control.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

The real Al risk is not stupidity but simulated wisdom: models mimic judgement so fluently we may outsource
discernment to systems that have none. Frontier compute and models sit with a few actors, concentrating
consequential decisions. India’s response is not rejection but sovereign compute plus democratic

guardrails, keeping a human accountable so Al augments, rather than replaces, judgement.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS
Artificial wisdom AI mimicking judgement, not just data- We may trust it as wise when it is not
crunching

Sovereign compute Domestic Al infrastructure and models Reduces dependence on others’ systems
and values

Democratic Procurement, audit, oversight rules Decides how public-facing Al is built

guardrails

Human-in-the-loop A person accountable for the decision Keeps discernment and responsibility
human

THE ANALYSIS: FROM INTELLIGENCE TO DISCERNMENT

o Mimicry, not understanding. Models simulate judgement so well that users mistake pattern-

matching for wisdom.

® Concentration of power. Frontier compute and models sit with a handful of firms and states, so

a few shape the values behind many decisions.

3] Opacity (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/opacity/). Reasoning is hard to audit, so bias and error travel

undetected into finance, welfare and justice.

® The corrective. Sovereign compute plus democratic guardrails keep discernment human and

accountable.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

the IndiaAI Mission, approved with a Rs. 10,372 crore outlay, funding national compute, models and safe-
Al institutions. Frameworks: the debate over AI governance through procurement standards, testing
and audit rather than legislation alone. Coneept: sovereign AI; human-in-the-loop; algorithmic
accountability; managed interdependence (not isolation). Ethics: the distinction between information,

knowledge and wisdom; automation bias; diffusion of responsibility.

THE DEBATE

Argument that artificial wisdom is the risk: Fluent mimicry invites over-trust; consequential

judgement gets outsourced to opaque systems held by a few, embedding their values in public decisions.
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Argument for embracing Al: Its mimicry of judgement is exactly its value, scaling scarce expertise to

millions; over-caution and sovereignty (httpsu// uiivarkeanyzigcab/sovereigniys)fiest shinking risk leaving India
dependent and behind.

Balanced verdict: Use Al widely to augment human judgement, but keep a person accountable at the point
of decision, and build sovereign compute plus auditable guardrails so the values behind the machine are

India’s own.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

Data is raw; knowledge is data with structure; wisdom is knowing what to do, and what not to, in a specific
human context. Al is superb at the first two and only imitates the third. When you evaluate any automation
proposal, ask which of the three it actually supplies, and never let a system that offers knowledge be trusted

for wisdom.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

AI processes data -> mimics judgement fluently -> users over-trust "artificial wisdom" -
> decisions outsourced to opaque systems held by few -> build sovereign compute +
democratic guardrails + human accountability -> AI augments rather than replaces

discernment

THE WAY FORWARD

O Build sovereign compute. Use the IndiaAl Mission to grow domestic compute and models,

cutting dependence.

2] Keep humans accountable. Mandate (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/mandate/) a human-in-the-loop and

clear responsibility for consequential decisions.

O Guardrail through procurement. Set testing, audit and transparency standards for public-

facing AL

O Teach the distinction. Build public and official literacy on the gap between data and wisdom.
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THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Frame AI's danger as epistemic and ethical, simulated wisdom, not just capability, and argue for sovereign

compute plus democratic guardrails.
“The peril is not a machine that thinks, but one we trust to be wise.”
IndiaAI Mission (Rs. 10,372 crore); human-in-the-loop; sovereign Al; algorithmic accountability.

Would you let an Al decide a bail application or a welfare eligibility? Who is morally responsible when an

algorithm errs?

UPSC has asked about AI’s opportunities and risks and the ethics of technology in governance. This editorial

deepens that into the wisdom-versus-data problem.

data governance, digital public infrastructure, ethics in administration, technology sovereignty.

Sources: The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com/opinion), Business Standard (https://www.business-standard.com),

Carnegie Endowment (https://carnegieendowment.org)

Source: Artificial Wisdom Is the Real AT Risk — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial Analysis
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As Al increasingly mimics judgement rather than merely
processing information, the real danger is “artificial wisdom” that
conflates data with knowledge and concentrates decision-making

in a few hands; India must build sovereign compute and
democratic guardrails so Al augments rather than replaces human

discernment.

(
v SUPPORTING
* Modern models simulate judgement so fluently that users mistake statistical pattern-
matching for genuine wisdom, outsourcing discernment to a system that has none.
* Because frontier compute and models sit with a handful of firms and states, “artificial
wisdom” concentrates consequential decisions in very few hands.
* Without sovereign compute and public guardrails, a nation cedes control over the values
embedded in the systems shaping its finance, welfare and justice.
\
(
A COUNTER
Optimists argue that Al's mimicry of judgement is precisely its value, scaling scarce expertise
to millions, and that over-caution or sovereignty-first thinking will only leave India dependent
and behind.
\
(
— WAY FORWARD
Build sovereign compute through the IndiaAl Mission, keep humans accountable for
consequential decisions, embed democratic guardrails via procurement standards and audits,
and treat Al as an aid to discernment, not a substitute for it.
\
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QUESTION

"The real risk of Al is not that it lacks intelligence, but that it simulates wisdom." Discuss, with reference

to sovereigh compute and democratic guardrails. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

The debate on Al has fixated on capability, on how clever machines are getting. The subtler danger is

credibility: Al now simulates judgement so well that we may trust its wisdom without noticing it has none.

BODY

“Artificial wisdom” names a specific failure. Earlier systems processed information; today’s models mimic
the act of judging, producing diagnoses, verdicts and policy advice in a confident human register.

The risk is that users mistake fluent pattern-matching for discernment and quietly outsource consequential
choices to a system that weighs data but understands nothing. Two features sharpen this.

First, concentration: frontier compute and models sit with a handful of firms and states, so if machines are
trusted to judge, a very few actors shape the values behind countless decisions. Second, opacity: the
reasoning is hard to audit, so error and bias travel undetected into finance, welfare and justice.

India’s answer is not to reject Al, whose value in scaling scarce expertise is real, but to keep discernment
human and accountable. That means sovereign compute, so the IndiaAl Mission and domestic models
reduce dependence on others’ infrastructure and values; democratic guardrails, through procurement
standards, testing and audit that decide how public-facing Al is built; and a firm rule that a human remains
answerable for consequential decisions.

Al should widen the aperture of human judgement, not close it.

CONCLUSION

The peril is not a machine that thinks, but one we trust to be wise. India should build the compute and the
guardrails that keep Al an instrument of human discernment, and keep a person accountable at the point

of decision.
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