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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Delhi's EV policy prioritises two-wheelers over cars. Is this the fairest and most effective way to
cut vehicular pollution? What are the trade-offs?"

Source: Original editorial ↗ The Indian Express

Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

The Delhi Electric Vehicle Policy, 2026, takes effect on 1 July 2026, and its most consequential choice is one of

emphasis. Rather than chasing headline-friendly electric cars, it puts two-wheelers at the centre of the shift.

That is not a modest technical detail. Two-wheelers make up roughly 67 per cent of the vehicles on Delhi’s

roads, so the segment the policy prioritises is the one that most defines how the city moves, and how it

pollutes.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

Delhi’s revised EV policy targets two-wheelers first, and it is right to. They are nearly two-thirds of the fleet,

disproportionately used, and their buyers are price-sensitive enough that modest incentives change behaviour.

Electrifying them delivers the biggest air-quality return per rupee. The caveats: it works only with dense

charging, commercial-fleet electrification, enforcement on old vehicles and a cleaner grid.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

Fleet composition The share of each vehicle type

on the road

Two-wheelers at ~67% means they, not

cars, define the pollution base

Cost-effectiveness of abatement (http

s://ujiyari.com/vocab/abatement/)

Air-quality gain per rupee of

subsidy

Cheap, price-sensitive two-wheelers

convert faster per rupee than costly

cars

Battery swapping Exchanging a depleted battery

for a charged one in minutes

Solves range and charging-time anxiety

for high-use two-wheelers

Grid emission factor Carbon intensity of the

electricity used

EVs on a coal-heavy grid relocate

rather than remove emissions

Vehicular contribution Share of pollution from

tailpipes

A major, and winter-peaking,

contributor to Delhi’s air pollution

THE ANALYSIS

Target the biggest slice. With two-wheelers at about 67 per cent of the fleet, electrifying them

reaches the largest number of vehicles and trips, and the widest cross-section of ordinary

commuters, not just affluent car buyers.

1

Follow the cost-effectiveness. Two-wheeler buyers are highly price-sensitive. A modest per-

vehicle incentive tips purchase decisions, so each rupee of subsidy converts more vehicles than the

same rupee spent discounting expensive electric cars.

2

Match infrastructure to use. High-utilisation two-wheelers, used by gig and delivery riders,

benefit disproportionately from battery swapping and dense charging, which the policy expands

through Delhi Transco.

3

Equity is built in. A car-centric subsidy channels public money toward wealthier households. A

two-wheeler focus spreads the benefit toward lower and middle-income users who actually

dominate the road.

4

The grid is the hidden variable. Tailpipe savings are only as clean as the electricity behind

them. Without a greening grid, electrification shifts emissions from Delhi’s streets to distant coal

plants rather than eliminating them.

5
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DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

CARRY THESE INTO THE EXAM HALL.

THE DEBATE

For the two-wheeler focus: It targets the largest and most price-sensitive segment, so it delivers the

greatest air-quality improvement per rupee and spreads benefits across ordinary commuters rather than the

affluent. It is the most defensible use of scarce subsidy money.

Against (or the limits): Pollution is not only about two-wheelers. Freight, buses, commercial diesel fleets

and end-of-life vehicles carry heavy particulate loads. A segment-narrow policy risks leaving these untouched,

and any electrification on a coal-heavy grid only relocates the emissions it claims to cut.

Balanced verdict: The two-wheeler priority is the correct first lever because it matches the fleet’s real

composition and maximises returns per rupee. But it must sit inside a fuller strategy: commercial and last-

mile electrification, strict enforcement on old vehicles, and a decarbonising grid. Prioritisation is wise;

exclusivity would not be.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

When resources are scarce, the highest-impact policy targets the segment that is both largest by volume and

cheapest to shift. Two-wheelers score on both counts, which is why they beat cars as a first target. Apply the

same “biggest base, lowest cost-to-convert” test to any abatement or welfare problem, from cook-stove

transitions to crop-residue management.

Delhi EV Policy 2026 effective 1 July 2026.

Two-wheelers are about 67 per cent of Delhi’s vehicle fleet.

Vehicular emissions are a major contributor to Delhi’s pollution, peaking in winter.

Charging and battery-swapping infrastructure expanded via Delhi Transco Limited (DTL).

Predecessor: Delhi EV Policy 2020, an early sub-national EV leader.

National frame: FAME, PM E-DRIVE and the wider push for EV adoption.

Concepts: fleet composition, cost-effective abatement, grid emission factor, battery swapping.
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DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Two-wheelers = ~67% of fleet + price-sensitive buyers → targeted incentive +

swapping/charging → fastest fleet conversion per rupee → largest tailpipe cut → (IF grid

greens + old vehicles enforced + freight electrified) → real air-quality gain

THE WAY FORWARD

THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Argue that effective pollution policy targets the largest, cheapest-to-shift segment first. Use Delhi’s two-

wheeler priority to show cost-effective abatement, then temper it with the grid and freight caveats for a

balanced verdict.

“Prioritising two-wheelers is right because it matches the intervention to the fleet’s real composition,

delivering the biggest clean-air return per rupee.”

Delhi EV Policy 2026 effective 1 July 2026; two-wheelers ~67% of Delhi’s fleet; infrastructure via Delhi

Transco; predecessor Delhi EV Policy 2020; national schemes FAME and PM E-DRIVE.

Equity in subsidy design, spending public money where it reaches ordinary commuters rather than affluent

car buyers, is a distributive-justice judgment.

Connects to GS3 questions on urban air pollution, sustainable transport and the role of technology in

mitigating environmental degradation.

National Clean Air Programme (https://ujiyari.com/schemes/ncap/), grid decarbonisation, FAME/PM E-

DRIVE, urban mobility, GRAP in Delhi-NCR.

Sources: The Indian Express (https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion)

Build swapping and charging density. Prioritise fast, ubiquitous (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/ubiquito

us/) battery-swapping and charging for high-use two-wheelers, expanded through Delhi Transco.

1

Extend to commercial and last-mile fleets. Bring delivery, ride-hail and freight vehicles into

the electrification net where utilisation, and therefore emissions saved, is highest.

2

Enforce against end-of-life vehicles. Retire and prevent the return of over-age diesel and

petrol vehicles that dominate the dirtiest tail of emissions.

3

Green the grid in parallel. Tie EV growth to rising renewable supply so that electrification

removes rather than relocates emissions.

4

Track outcomes, not sales. Measure success by ambient air-quality improvement, not only by

EV registration numbers, and publish the data.

5
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Source: Why Delhi's EV Shift to Two-Wheelers Matters — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Editorial Analysis

K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

⚠ COUNTER

A two-wheeler focus may under-address freight, commercial fleets and older diesel vehicles
that contribute heavily to particulate pollution, and swapping the fuel mix does little if the grid
stays coal-heavy.

→ WAY FORWARD

Pair the two-wheeler push with charging and battery-swapping density, commercial and last-
mile fleet electrification, tighter enforcement on old vehicles and a cleaner grid, so tailpipe
cuts translate into real air-quality gains.

Because two-wheelers make up nearly two-thirds of Delhi’s fleet
and are disproportionately polluting per rupee spent, targeting

them first delivers larger and more equitable air-quality gains than
a car-centric EV push.

Two-wheelers account for about 67 per cent of Delhi’s vehicles, so electrifying them touches
the largest slice of the fleet and the widest set of users.

The Delhi EV Policy 2026, effective 1 July 2026, ties incentives and charging or swapping
infrastructure to two-wheelers, matching intervention to the segment that dominates the
road.

Two-wheeler buyers are more price-sensitive, so targeted incentives shift purchase decisions
at lower fiscal cost than subsidising expensive electric cars.
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✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

Electrifying the largest and most polluting vehicle segments yields the greatest air-quality returns. In this

light, critically examine Delhi's decision to prioritise electric two-wheelers in its 2026 EV policy. (250
words)

INTRODUCTION

Air quality is shaped by where the largest and dirtiest emissions sit, not by the most visible vehicles. Delhi’s
2026 EV policy, by prioritising two-wheelers, targets the segment that dominates its fleet and its exposure.

BODY

Two-wheelers make up roughly 67 per cent of Delhi’s vehicles, and vehicular emissions contribute a major

share of the city’s pollution, rising sharply in winter. Electrifying this segment therefore reaches the widest
base of users and the largest volume of trips.

It is also fiscally efficient: two-wheeler buyers are highly price-sensitive, so a modest incentive changes
purchase behaviour, whereas subsidising costly electric cars delivers fewer converted vehicles per rupee

and skews benefits toward wealthier households. The Delhi EV Policy 2026, effective 1 July 2026,
accordingly links incentives and charging and swapping infrastructure to two-wheelers, expanded through

Delhi Transco.
The approach is not complete on its own. Freight, commercial fleets and ageing diesel vehicles remain

heavy polluters, and an electric fleet on a coal-dominated grid only relocates emissions.
The policy’s success therefore depends on charging density, commercial and last-mile electrification, strict
enforcement against end-of-life vehicles and a steadily greening grid.

CONCLUSION

Prioritising two-wheelers is the right first move because it matches intervention to the fleet’s true
composition. Combined with cleaner power and commercial electrification, it can convert a targeted

subsidy into measurable clean-air gains.
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