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Easing Stress, Missing Foundations

=" The Indian Express 29 June 2026 @

Source: ujiyari.com — researched, fact-checked & UPSC-mapped

INTERVIEW ANGLE

"If macro indicators look healthy but private investment and jobs lag, is India's recovery genuine
or merely cyclical?"

Source: Original editorial #  The Indian Express

® Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

India’s macroeconomic mood has brightened in 2026: the policy rate has been cut, financial conditions are
easier, trade uncertainty has receded with new agreements, and public capex continues to anchor demand. It
is easy to read this as recovery accomplished. But steadier near-term numbers can mask a deeper truth, the
structural foundations of sustained high growth, private investment, productivity and quality jobs, remain
weak. Distinguishing cyclical relief from structural strength is the central task for any serious read of the

economy.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

Near-term macro stress has eased through a lower policy rate, easier credit and public capex. But private
investment is slow to revive, growth is capital-intensive with weak job creation, and productivity is
constrained by infrastructure, informality and low female participation. Cyclical recovery cannot substitute for

factor-market and institutional reform. The foundations of durable, job-rich growth are still missing.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

Cyclical recovery Short-term upswing from easier policy and Steadies the macro picture but is
demand temporary

Structural growth Durable capacity from investment, The real determinant of long-run
productivity, jobs prosperity

Private investment Sustained corporate capex expansion Slow to revive despite healthier balance

cycle sheets

Total-factor Output growth not explained by capital and The engine of sustained, efficient

productivity labour inputs growth

Factor-market Reform of land, labour and capital markets Unlocks productivity and jobs; the

reform missing piece

THE ANALYSIS

0 The cyclical news is genuinely good. An eased policy rate, accommodative financial conditions
and reduced trade uncertainty have steadied sentiment; public investment continues to support

aggregate demand.

O gut private investment has not fired. Despite healthier corporate balance sheets and easier
credit, the private capex cycle has been slow to revive, pointing to a demand-and-confidence

constraint rather than a financing one.

O Growthis capital-intensive, jobs lag. A relatively small share of growth comes from labour;
output rises without commensurate (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/commensurate/), good-quality employment,

leaving the demographic dividend underused.

o Productivity is structurally constrained. Infrastructure bottlenecks, pervasive (https://ujiyari.co
m/vocab/pervasive/) informality and the underrepresentation of women in skilled work cap labour

productivity, a binding limit on sustained growth.

> Cyclical tools cannot do structural work. A benign rate cycle and public capex can stabilise,
but they cannot manufacture the deep investment, productivity and institutional quality that

durable growth requires.

O The real agenda is factor markets and institutions. Reform of land, labour and capital
markets, plus regulatory and judicial quality and human-capital investment, is the unglamorous

core of the unfinished agenda.
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DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

CARRY THESE INTO THE EXAM HALL.

Policy levers: RBI policy (repo) rate eased to support growth; public capital expenditure as a
demand anchor.

Growth context: India projected among the fastest-growing major economies (around 6 to 77 percent
range in 2026-27 across major forecasters), but growth quality, not just rate, is the concern.

Structural concepts: total-factor productivity (TFP), private investment cycle, labour-force
participation rate (LFPR), female LFPR, informality.

Factor markets: land, labour and capital; labour codes; ease of doing business (https://ujiyari.com/ter
ms/ease-of-doing-business/); deregulation (thousands of compliances eliminated).

Frameworks: PLI schemes, Gati Shakti and infrastructure pipeline, skilling missions, formalisation
push.

THE DEBATE

Argument that the recovery is sound: Easier credit, healthier balance sheets, public capex and reduced
trade uncertainty can crowd in private investment over time. Cyclical momentum often precedes structural

gains; pessimism may be premature.

Argument that foundations are missing: Without factor-market reform, productivity gains and job
creation, the upswing is shallow. India risks “growth without jobs”, a recovery in the aggregates that does not

reach the labour market or raise efficiency.

Balanced verdict: Cyclical recovery is necessary but not sufficient. It buys time and improves sentiment, but
it cannot substitute for the structural agenda. The decisive test is whether India uses the breathing space of
stabilisation to push through land, labour, capital and institutional reform, or treats the cyclical upswing as

the destination. The former builds foundations; the latter merely postpones the reckoning.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

When assessing any economy, distinguish short-run fluctuations (rates, sentiment, demand) from long-run
capacity (productivity, institutions, investment). A favourable cycle can flatter a weak structure. Ask: would

this gain survive a downturn? This lens applies to fiscal health, employment data and growth claims alike.
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DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Eased rate + easier credit + public capex -> cyclical stress recedes -> BUT private
capex slow + capital-intensive growth + weak jobs + low productivity -> structural

foundations missing -> factor-market + institutional reform -> durable, job-rich growth

THE WAY FORWARD

o Reform factor markets, land, labour and capital, to unlock productivity and ease the private

investment cycle.

O Make growth job-rich, prioritising labour-intensive manufacturing and services, MSME

formalisation and skilling.

O Raise female participation, through safe work, childcare and skilling, to capture a large missed

productivity opportunity.

4] Deepen institutional quality, regulatory predictability, contract enforcement and ease of doing

business beyond headline rankings.

® 1nvest in human capital and infrastructure, sustaining capex while improving education,

health and skilling outcomes.

THE TAKEAWAY BOX

Argue that India must not mistake cyclical stabilisation for structural transformation; the binding
constraints are private investment, productivity and jobs, addressable only through factor-market and

institutional reform.
“Near-term stabilisation is real and welcome, but it is not the same as transformation.”

Repo rate (https://ujiyari.com/terms/repo-rate/); total-factor productivity (TFP); labour-force participation

rate; informality; factor markets (land, labour, capital); PLI; Gati Shakti; private investment cycle.

Should governments emphasise reassuring headline growth numbers, or candidly flag the structural

weaknesses behind them?

“Do you agree with the view that steady GDP growth and low inflation have left the Indian economy in good

shape? Give reasons in support of your arguments” (GS3, 2019).

Jobless growth (https://ujiyari.com/terms/jobless-growth/) debate, demographic dividend, manufacturing and

Make in India, labour codes, and the savings-investment gap.

Sources: The Indian Express (https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion), Reserve Bank of India (https://wwuw.rbi.org.i

n), Ministry of Finance (https://wwuw.finmin.nic.in)
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® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE

India’s near-term macroeconomic stress has eased, but the
structural foundations of sustained high growth, private
investment, productivity and quality jobs, remain weak, and only
factor-market and institutional reform, not cyclical tailwinds, can

fix this.
(
v SUPPORTING
* Easier financial conditions, a lower policy rate and reduced trade uncertainty have steadied
the macro picture, but private investment has been slow to revive.
* Growth remains capital-intensive with weak labour absorption; productivity is constrained
by infrastructure gaps, informality and low female workforce participation.
* Jobs, not just GDP growth, are the binding constraint; cyclical recovery does not create the
structural capacity for durable, broad-based growth.
\
(
A COUNTER
Cyclical recovery, easier credit, public capex and a benign rate cycle, can itself crowd in private
investment, so structural pessimism may be overstated.
\
(
- WAY FORWARD
Pursue factor-market reform (land, labour, capital), deepen ease of doing business, invest in
human capital and skilling, and improve institutional and regulatory quality.
\
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QUESTION

India's near-term macroeconomic stress has receded, but the structural foundations for sustained high
growth remain weak. Critically examine, and suggest factor-market and institutional reforms to convert

cyclical recovery into durable growth. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

It is tempting to read steadier macro numbers as a story of recovery completed. But easing near-term
stress and building the foundations for sustained high growth are two different achievements, and India

has managed the first far better than the second.

BODY

On the cyclical front, conditions have improved: the policy rate has been eased, financial conditions are
more accommodative, trade-related uncertainty has reduced, and public investment continues to support
demand. Yet the structural picture remains stubborn.

Private corporate investment has been slow to revive despite healthier balance sheets, suggesting a
confidence and demand problem rather than a financing one. Growth remains relatively capital-intensive,
with only a modest share driven by labour, meaning output rises without commensurate job creation.
Labour productivity is held back by infrastructure bottlenecks, high informality and the
underrepresentation of women in the workforce, a large missed opportunity. The foundations of durable
growth, deep private investment, rising total-factor productivity and quality employment, are not delivered
by a benign rate cycle.

They require factor-market reform across land, labour and capital, institutional and regulatory quality, and
sustained human-capital investment. Relying on cyclical recovery to do the work of structural reform is a

category error.

CONCLUSION

India’s near-term stabilisation is real and welcome, but it is not the same as transformation. The harder,
less glamorous work, factor-market and institutional reform, is what converts a cyclical upswing into the

sustained, job-rich growth India needs.
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