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WHY IN NEWS

June 26, 2026 is observed as the International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking (World Drug
Day). The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) released its annual flagship World Drug Report 2026,
warning that drug markets are being reshaped by new synthetic substances, technology-enabled

trafficking, and instability along supply routes.

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST DRUG ABUSE

The International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking is observed every year on June 26,
following a 1987 resolution of the United Nations General Assembly. The day expresses the international

community’s determination to strengthen action and cooperation towards a world free of drug abuse.

The 2026 observance carries the broad theme of confronting persisting issues and new challenges with
innovative responses, with an emphasis on prevention, evidence-based treatment, and a balance between

supply reduction and demand reduction.

THE UNODC AND THE WORLD DRUG REPORT

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is the UN body mandated to assist member
states in the fight against illicit drugs, organised crime, corruption, and terrorism. It is headquartered in

Vienna, Austria, and was established in 1997.

The World Drug Report is its annual flagship publication, providing a global overview of the supply of and

demand for opiates, cocaine, cannabis, amphetamine-type stimulants, and new psychoactive substances.
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Key Themes of the 2026 Report

Ujiyari Current Affairs - ujiyari.com - Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

THEME SUBSTANCE

Expanding synthetic drug markets Fentanyl analogues, methamphetamine, tramadol

Technology-enabled trafficking Darknet markets, cryptocurrency payments, drones
Instability along supply routes Trafficking exploiting conflict and weak governance
Treatment gap Alarge share of people with drug-use disorders receive no treatment

The report highlights how synthetic drugs, which can be manufactured anywhere without reliance on crop

cultivation, are displacing traditional plant-based drugs and complicating enforcement.

INDIA'S STRATEGIC LOCATION AND VULNERABILITY

India lies between the world’s two largest illicit opium-producing regions, which makes it both a transit and a

consumption country.

REGION COUNTRIES

Golden Crescent Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan

‘ Golden Triangle

Myanmar, Laos, Thailand ‘

India’s long coastline and porous land borders add to the trafficking challenge, with seizures of heroin,

methamphetamine, and precursor chemicals reported across western and northeastern States.

INDIA'S ANTI-NARCOTICS FRAMEWORK

India’s legal and institutional architecture against narcotics rests on a dedicated statute and a specialised

enforcement agency.

The NDPS Act, 1985

The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985 is the principal law. It prohibits
the production, manufacture, sale, and consumption of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances except for
medical and scientific purposes, and prescribes stringent penalties. India is also a party to the three UN drug-

control conventions of 1961, 1971, and 1988.
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The Narcotics Control Bureau

The Narcotics Control Buréau (NCBY1€tHe hodal agéney for ditig law enforeement and coordination,
established in 1986 under the Ministry of Home Affairs. It coordinates the actions of various central and

state agencies and implements India’s obligations under international conventions.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan

On the demand-reduction side, the Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (Drug-Free India Campaign), run
by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, focuses on awareness generation, community
outreach, and de-addiction. This twin-track approach, combining supply-side enforcement with demand-side

rehabilitation (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/rehabilitation/), mirrors the balanced strategy the UNODC advocates.

ANALYSIS AND WAY FORWARD

The World Drug Report 2026 underscores that enforcement alone cannot keep pace with a market driven by
chemistry rather than agriculture. The shift to synthetic drugs means a clandestine (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/cland
estine/) laboratory can replace acres of poppy cultivation, while darknet platforms and cryptocurrency obscure

the money trail.

For India, the way forward lies in strengthening precursor-chemical regulation, deepening intelligence-
sharing with neighbours through mechanisms such as BIMSTEC and the India-Myanmar border framework,
scaling up forensic and de-addiction capacity, and treating drug dependence as a public-health issue rather

than purely a criminal one. A balance of compassion in treatment and firmness in enforcement is the durable

answer.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 3: Internal security, challenges of trafficking of narcotics, money laundering, and linkages of

organised crime with security.
GS Paper 2: Government policies and interventions, international institutions (UNODC).

Prelims pointers: World Drug Day (June 26); UNODC headquarters (Vienna); NDPS Act 1985; NCB under
the Ministry of Home Affairs; Golden Crescent and Golden Triangle; Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan under the

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

Mains question: “India’s geographical location makes it especially vulnerable to drug trafficking. Examine
the institutional framework India has built to address the narcotics challenge and suggest measures to

strengthen it.” (15 marks, 250 words)
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FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking: June 26, mandated by UN General
Assembly resolution of 1987.

UNODC: UN Office on Drugs and Crime; headquarters at Vienna, Austria; established 1997;
publishes the annual World Drug Report.

NDPS Act: Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985; principal anti-narcotics law in
India.

NCB: Narcotics Control Bureau; nodal drug-enforcement agency; established 1986; under the
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Golden Crescent: Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan. Golden Triangle: Myanmar, Laos, Thailand. India sits
between both.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan: Drug-Free India campaign under the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment.

UN drug conventions: 1961 (Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs), 1971 (Psychotropic Substances),
1988 (Illicit Traffic).

Sources: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (https://www.unodc.org), Press Information Bureau (https://

pib.gov.in), The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com)

Source: UNODC World Drug Report 2026 and the International Day Against Drug Abuse — Ujiyari.com | Free
UPSC & State PCS Current Affairs
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West Bengal's Children Need Eggs in Their Mid-Day Meal, Not Ideology.
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