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WHY IN NEWS

The Five Eyes intelligence alliance (United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and New Zealand)
issued a joint cyber-security advisory on June 22, 2026, warning that frontier artificial intelligence models
capable of advanced, autonomous hacking are “months, not years” away from public availability. The
advisory urged organisations to shrink their attack surface, accelerate patching, retire legacy systems,
strengthen identity and access management (IAM), and rehearse incident-response plans before offensive

Al tools become widely accessible.

The warning matters because it shifts the cyber-threat conversation from speculative future risk to an
immediate, near-term operational concern. For India, which is not a Five Eyes member, the advisory is a

timely benchmark for hardening critical information infrastructure under bodies such as CERT-In and the

NCIIPC.

WHAT IS THE FIVE EYES ALLIANCE?

The Five Eyes (FVEY) is the world’s oldest and most integrated signals-intelligence (SIGINT) sharing

partnership, binding five Anglosphere democracies into a single intelligence-sharing community.

Origins: the UKUSA Agreement, 1946

e The alliance grew out of the UKUSA Agreement of 1946, a post-World War II understanding
between the US and the UK to share signals intelligence.

@ Tt built on wartime cooperation in code-breaking (the British effort at Bletchley Park and US

cryptanalysis against Axis communications).
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e Canada (1948), and later Australia and New Zealand, were brought in, creating the five-nation “Five

Eyes” by the Mjgﬁﬁ%ﬁ)@mt Affairs - ujiyari.com - Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

What the alliance does

e SIGINT is intelligence derived from intercepting communications and electronic signals. The lead
agencies are the US National Security Agency (NSA), the UK GCHQ, Canada’s CSE, the
Australian Signals Directorate (ASD) and New Zealand’s GCSB.

® Members share raw intercepts, analysis, methods and increasingly cyber-defence guidance, as in the

June 22, 2026 advisory.

o Cyber-defence arms such as the UK’s NCSC and the US CISA (Cybersecurity and Infrastructure

Security Agency) now co-author public advisories of this kind.

THE Al CYBER WARNING

The joint advisory’s central claim is that frontier AI will compress the timeline between a capability existing

in a research lab and that capability being usable by ordinary attackers.

e Agencies assessed that AT models giving “advanced hacking capability” are months, not years

from public availability.

® Such models could automate the discovery of vulnerabilities, write working exploit code, and chain
attacks at machine speed, lowering the skill threshold (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/threshold/) for

sophisticated intrusions.

e The danger is amplified by widespread weaknesses that already exist in most networks: unsupported
legacy systems, slow patching cycles, weak identity controls and the absence of tested incident-

response plans.

The advisory frames the threat as urgent precisely because the defensive gaps are well known and slow to

close, while the offensive tooling is about to get dramatically cheaper and faster.

THE SPECIFIC VULNERABILITIES FLAGGED

The agencies singled out four categories of weakness that offensive Al is expected to exploit most aggressively.
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Legacy / end-of-life systems No security updates; well- AT can rapidly map and target
documented, unpatched flaws known legacy exploits at scale

Slow patching Window between disclosure and Al can weaponise a disclosed
fix gives attackers time flaw within hours, not weeks

Weak identity and access Reused, weak or unmanaged Al can automate credential

management (IAM) credentials; poor privilege abuse and lateral movement
control

No incident-response (IR) planning Slow, improvised response lets Faster Al-driven attacks
intrusions spread overwhelm unprepared

defenders

RECOMMENDED MITIGATIONS

The Five Eyes agencies recommended a set of defensive priorities that are deliberately practical rather than

speculative.

O Reduce system exposure and attack surface. Remove internet-facing services that are not

essential and segment networks.

O Accelerate patching. Shrink the time between vulnerability disclosure and remediation (https://ujiy

ari.com/vocab/remediation/), prioritising internet-facing and high-value systems.

O Retire legacy systems. Replace or isolate end-of-life hardware and software that can no longer be

secured.

o Strengthen identity and access management. Enforce multi-factor authentication, least-

privilege access and strong credential hygiene.
> Test incident-response plans. Rehearse and validate IR playbooks so that response is fast and

coordinated when an intrusion occurs.

The common thread is cyber resilience (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/resilience/): assume breaches will happen

faster and design systems to limit blast radius and recover quickly.

WHAT FRONTIER Al AND OFFENSIVE Al MEAN

Frontier Al refers to the most capable, general-purpose AI models at the leading edge of the field, typically
large models whose full range of capabilities (including potentially dangerous ones) is not yet fully understood

even by their developers.
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Offensive Al is the application of such models to attack rather than defend: automating reconnaissance,

vulnerability discovery, exploit generation, phishing content and intrusionrat scale and speed beyond human
attackers.

This captures the dual-use problem at the heart of the advisory. The same model that helps a defender audit
code for flaws can help an attacker find and exploit those flaws. Capability is neutral; intent and access

determine whether it secures or endangers a network.

INDIA CONTEXT

India is not a Five Eyes member, but the advisory is directly relevant to its fast-expanding digital and critical-

infrastructure footprint.

India’s cyber-security architecture

¢ CERT-In (Indian Computer Emergency Response Team) is the national nodal agency for
cyber incidents, operating under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). It

issues vulnerability alerts and coordinates incident response.

e NCIIPC (National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre), created under
the Information Technology Act, 2000, protects designated Critical Information
Infrastructure in sectors such as power, banking, telecom, transport and defence. It functions

under the National Technical Research Organisation (NTRO).

Al policy and capability

e The IndiaATI Mission (https://ujiyari.com/schemes/indiaai-mission/), approved in 2024, builds
national AT compute, datasets, safety institutions and skilling, including an AI Safety Institute

track to study risks like those the Five Eyes flagged.

e India hosted the AT Impact Summit in February 2026, positioning itself in the global
conversation on safe, inclusive and trustworthy Al, a debate that now must include offensive-AI and

critical-infrastructure resilience.

e The dual-use nature of frontier Al means India’s defensive posture and its AI-development

ambitions are two sides of the same policy coin.

ANALYSIS AND WAY FORWARD

The advisory signals a structural shift: the cost and skill needed to launch sophisticated cyber-attacks is

collapsing, while defensive fundamentals (patching, legacy retirement, IAM) remain unevenly implemented.
The asymmetry (https://ujiyari.com/terms/asymmetry/) favours attackers unless defenders act on the well-

understood basics now.
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For India, three priorities follow. First, harden critical information infrastructure by mandating faster

patching and accelerating theretirement of legacy systems acrossipewer; banking anddelecom, the sectors
NCIIPC oversees. Second, build offensive-Al awareness into the IndiaAI Mission and the Al Safety

Institute, treating cyber misuse as a first-order safety risk alongside bias and misinformation. Third, deepen
international cyber cooperation: while India is outside Five Eyes, partnerships through the Quad,
bilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/bilateral/) cyber dialogues and CERT-to-CERT cooperation can give it timely

threat intelligence.

The way forward is to treat Al safety and critical-infrastructure resilience as a single, integrated agenda rather
than separate silos. Resilience by design, not perimeter defence alone, is the durable answer to machine-speed

threats.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 3 (Cyber Security, Emerging Technology): Offensive Al as a cyber threat; protection of
critical information infrastructure; the roles of CERT-In and NCIIPC; dual-use technology and Al safety.

GS Paper 2 (International Relations): Intelligence-sharing alliances; the Five Eyes and the UKUSA
Agreement; India’s position outside such alliances and the implications for strategic autonomy (https://ujiyari.co

m/terms/strategic-autonomy/) and cooperation.
Prelims pointers:

® Five Eyes members and the UKUSA Agreement, 1946.

® CERT-In is under MeitY; NCIIPC is under NTRO and protects Critical Information Infrastructure

under the IT Act, 2000.

e IndiaAlI Mission; AT Impact Summit hosted by India, February 2026.

Mains question (practice): “Frontier Al is collapsing the gap between cyber capability and cyber misuse.
Examine the implications for India’s critical information infrastructure and suggest a resilience-first policy

response.” (GS3, 250 words)

Linkages: Cyber security and IT Act framework; emerging-technology governance; India’s data and Al

strategy; non-membership of Western intelligence alliances and its strategic balancing.
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FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER, KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

Five Eyes (FVEY) members: United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand.

Founding basis: the UKUSA Agreement of 1946, a post-WWII US-UK signals-intelligence pact;
expanded to five members by the mid-1950s.

SIGINT = signals intelligence (intercepting communications and electronic signals). Lead agencies:
NSA (US), GCHQ (UK), CSE (Canada), ASD (Australia), GCSB (New Zealand).

Advisory date: June 22, 2026, warning frontier AI hacking tools are “months, not years” away.
Four flagged weaknesses: legacy systems, slow patching, weak IAM, no incident-response planning.

India agencies: CERT-In (national cyber-incident nodal agency, under MeitY) and NCIIPC (protects
Critical Information Infrastructure, under NTRO, IT Act 2000). India is not a Five Eyes member.

India AI milestones: IndiaAl Mission (with an AI Safety Institute track); Al Impact Summit hosted
by India, February 2026.

Sources: The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com), Indian Express (https://indianexpress.com), CERT-In (https://wwuw.cer

t-in.org.in)

Source: Five Eyes Warns Frontier AI Will Reshape Cyber Threats — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current
Affairs
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KEY TERM
3D Glass Solutions

US semiconductor packaging firm founded 2010, originating...

KEY TERM
31-ATLAS Comet

The third confirmed interstellar object to enter our solar system,...

KEY TERM
Active Case Finding_(TB)

A proactive public health strategy where health workers systematically...

KEY TERM

Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Programme

India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...
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