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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"Can a government-led cultural observance stay non-partisan, and why does that matter for its
longevity?"

Source: Original editorial ↗ The Indian Express

Every fact web-verified against primary sources (https://ujiyari.com/how-we-verify/)

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

On June 21, the world again observed the International Day of Yoga, one of the few Indian initiatives to win

genuinely cross-ideological participation across continents. The contrast is worth examining: an idea that

travels abroad on its universality can, at home, drift toward partisan ownership. That tension goes to the heart

of how a democracy distinguishes the state from the party in power.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

Yoga Day succeeds globally because it is framed as a shared human good, backed by a broad UN coalition.

Inside India, the risk is that a non-partisan wellness idea becomes politically monopolised. Soft power is

diluted when public-health observances are re-coded as one party’s achievement. The remedy is deliberate (htt

ps://ujiyari.com/vocab/deliberate/) depoliticisation through institutions, states and civil society.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

ELEMENT WHAT IT IS WHY IT MATTERS

International Day of

Yoga

UN-recognised June 21 observance Major Indian soft-power asset

UN co-sponsorship Broad multilateral (https://ujiyari.com/vocab/multilatera

l/) backing for the resolution

Source of cross-ideological

legitimacy

State vs party Constitutional distinction in public life Determines whether an idea

stays universal

Soft power Influence through culture and appeal Eroded by perceived

partisanship

THE ANALYSIS: UNIVERSALITY AS A STRATEGIC ASSET

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

Origin: International Day of Yoga proclaimed by the UN General Assembly, observed annually on June 21.

Multilateral backing: Adopted with one of the largest co-sponsorship counts for a UNGA resolution.

Concept: Soft power, the ability to attract and persuade through culture and values. Constitutional

principle: Distinction between the state and the political party in power. Vehicle: Cultural diplomacy as

an instrument of foreign policy.

THE DEBATE

Argument for: Keeping Yoga Day non-partisan preserves its universality and protects a valuable soft-power

asset that belongs to all citizens.

The global win was multilateral. The resolution establishing the day drew one of the widest sets

of co-sponsors of any UN resolution, signalling consensus rather than contest.

1

Universality is the product. What makes yoga an effective cultural export is that it is offered as a

human practice, not a national flag-plant. That framing lowers resistance abroad.

2

Domestic capture is the risk. When a wellness observance is presented as a party’s personal

achievement, it loses the cross-spectrum ownership that gives it durability.

3

Depoliticisation is leadership, not absence. The strongest model channels the idea through

institutions, states, schools and civil society, with leaders as participants.

4
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Argument against: Political leadership and high-profile state backing are exactly what scaled the

observance into a global event; visibility is not the same as capture.

Balanced verdict: Leadership built the platform; ownership must now be widened. Visibility and

partisanship are different things, and the durable choice is broad public ownership.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

Separate the state from the party in every public initiative you analyse. Ask: would this idea survive a

change of government with its meaning intact? If the answer is no, it has been over-personalised. Durable

public goods are those that outlast their sponsors.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

Universal framing -> broad participation -> soft-power gain -> sustained only if

ownership stays non-partisan

THE WAY FORWARD

THE TAKEAWAY BOX

The state-versus-party distinction and the management of soft-power assets. Lift line: “Depoliticisation is

not the absence of leadership; it is leadership that deliberately widens ownership.” Prelims hooks:

International Day of Yoga, UN General Assembly resolution, soft power, cultural diplomacy.

Ethics/Interview angle: Impartiality of public institutions and the line between governance and politics.

PYQ linkage: UPSC has asked on India’s soft power and cultural diplomacy as foreign-policy tools.

Connects to: Cultural diplomacy, constitutional morality (https://ujiyari.com/terms/constitutional-morality/),

neutrality of the state, public goods.

Route public-health observances through institutions, state governments and schools, not partisan

campaigns.

1

Position political leaders as participants in shared events rather than sole proprietors.2

Invite cross-party and civil-society involvement to broaden ownership.3

Measure the observance by participation and health impact, not political messaging.4

Protect the universal framing that gives Indian soft power its reach.5
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Sources: Indian Express (https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/editorials/), The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com/o

pinion/editorial/)

Source: The Politics of a Non-Partisan Idea: On Yoga Day and Public Ownership — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC &

State PCS Editorial Analysis

K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

⚠ COUNTER

Supporters argue that political leadership and visibility are precisely what built Yoga Day into
a global event.

→ WAY FORWARD

Depoliticise public-health observances by routing them through institutions, states and civil
society rather than partisan messaging.

A non-partisan wellness idea like Yoga Day is strongest when it is
publicly owned across the political spectrum rather than

monopolised by any party.

The global record is clear: the UN adopted the resolution with broad multilateral backing.

Public-health observances draw their legitimacy from being seen as above party politics.

Soft power assets are diluted when re-coded as the achievement of one government.

Ujiyari Current Affairs · ujiyari.com · Free Daily Current Affairs for UPSC & State PCS

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

The Politics of a Non-Partisan Idea: On Yoga Day and Public Ownership 5 / 7

https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/editorials/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/06/ie-yoga-day-non-partisan-public-ownership-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/


✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

Distinguish between the state and the ruling party in the conduct of public observances. Why does

ownership across the political spectrum strengthen a nation's soft power? (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

The International Day of Yoga is one of India’s most successful exercises in cultural diplomacy. Its strength

abroad is its non-partisan, universal framing, which contrasts with the risk of partisan capture at home.

BODY

The UN General Assembly adopted the resolution establishing the International Day of Yoga with one of
the largest sets of co-sponsors for any resolution, a multilateral endorsement that crossed ideological and

civilisational lines. That breadth is the source of its soft-power value.
A practice presented as a shared human good travels further than one presented as a national or partisan

triumph. The distinction between the state and the ruling party is central to constitutional democracy.
When a public-health observance is re-coded as the personal or party achievement of an incumbent, it

loses the quality that made it universal, and risks becoming contested terrain at home even as it succeeds
abroad. The healthier model treats such observances as belonging to citizens, delivered through

institutions, state governments, schools and civil society, with political leaders as participants rather than
proprietors.

Depoliticisation is not the absence of leadership; it is leadership that deliberately widens ownership.

CONCLUSION

Yoga Day’s global success rests on its universality. Protecting that asset means keeping the idea public
property, owned across the spectrum, rather than allowing it to harden into a partisan symbol.
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