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WHY IN NEWS

During the (June 14 to 15, 2026), the two countries elevated their relationship to a Comprehensive
Partnership. President Peter Pellegrini conferred on PM Modi the Order of the White Double Cross,
First Class, Slovakia’s highest honour for foreigners. The two sides agreed on 14 outcomes, including a

Counter-Terrorism Joint Working Group and a defence MoU.

This visit deepens India’s outreach to Central Europe and is a strong example of India building a broad web of

relationships with individual European Union member states as it negotiates a wider India-EU partnership.

THE VISIT AND ITS OUTCOMES

DETAIL PARTICULARS

Significance First-ever visit by an Indian PM to Slovakia

New status Comprehensive Partnership

Honour Order of the White Double Cross, First Class (highest for foreigners)

Conferred by | President Peter Pellegrini
Interlocutors President Peter Pellegrini, PM Robert Fico

Outcomes 14, including a Counter-Terrorism Joint Working Group and a defence MoU
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The Counter-Terrorism Joint Working Group institutionalises security cooperation, while the defence

MoU opens the door todeeper.engagement with-Slovakia s defencesindustriakbase sThe conferral of the
Order of the White Double Cross is a diplomatic signal of the warmth and significance Slovakia attaches

to the relationship.

SLOVAKIA: KNOW THE COUNTRY

FEATURE DETAIL
Capital Bratislava

Prime Minister | Robert Fico

President Peter Pellegrini

Memberships European Union, Eurozone, Schengen Area, NATO

Independence 1993, from the peaceful split of Czechoslovakia

Slovakia’s membership of the EU, the Eurozone, the Schengen Area and NATO makes it a useful
partner across trade, mobility and security. It is a Central European manufacturing hub, especially in the

automotive sector.

A Common Confusion to Avoid

Aspirants routinely confuse Slovakia (capital Bratislava) with Slovenia (capital Ljubljana). Both are small
Central European EU members, but they are distinct countries. Slovakia emerged from the split of

Czechoslovakia; Slovenia emerged from the break-up of Yugoslavia.

THE ANALYSIS: THE EU GATEWAY AND COUNTER-TERRORISM

L I\ gateway to the EU. Goodwill with individual member states such as Slovakia smooths India’s
path in the India-EU partnership and trade negotiations. Each strong bilateral (https://ujiyari.com/voca

b/bilateral/) relationship strengthens India’s hand within the bloc.

24 Security cooperation. The Counter-Terrorism Joint Working Group signals shared concern

about terrorism and a desire to exchange intelligence and best practices.

O Defence and diversification. The defence MoU and Slovakia’s manufacturing base offer scope
for supply-chain and Make-in-India linkages, while engaging Central Europe diversifies India’s

outreach beyond its largest partners.
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The way forward is to convert the partnership into substance: operationalise the Counter-Terrorism

Joint Working Group, givethe defence MolJ.concreteprojects.anduseSlovakias industrial strengths for
supply-chain and technology cooperation.

UPSC RELEVANCE

¢ GS Paper 2 (International Relations): India and Europe, bilateral partnerships, the India-EU

relationship, counter-terrorism cooperation, civilian honours conferred on Indian leaders.

e Prelims: Slovakia’s capital and memberships, the year of independence, the name of the honour,

the number of outcomes.

e Mains: “India’s engagement with Central Europe diversifies its European policy.” Examine with

reference to recent partnerships.

FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

| THE VISIT:

First-ever Indian PM visit to Slovakia (June 14 to 15, 2026); ties elevated to a Comprehensive
Partnership

14 outcomes, including a Counter-Terrorism Joint Working Group and a defence MoU

| THE HONOUR:

Order of the White Double Cross, First Class, conferred by President Peter Pellegrini

It is Slovakia’s highest honour for foreigners

| sLovakia:

Capital Bratislava; PM Robert Fico; member of the EU, Eurozone, Schengen and NATO

Independent since 1993; do not confuse with Slovenia (capital Ljubljana)

Sources: Ministry of External Affairs (https://www.mea.gov.in), PIB (https://pib.gov.in)

Source: India and Slovakia Forge a Comprehensive Partnership — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current
Affairs
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Act East Policy

India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM

BBNJ Treaty

The first legally binding international agreement for conservation and...

KEY TERM

Bilateral Swap Arrangement

A reciprocal agreement between two central banks to exchange specified...

KEY TERM
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)

A trade measure that imposes a carbon price on imports from countries...
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