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WHY IN NEWS

In June 2026, became the first women trained at the National Defence Academy (NDA) to be
commissioned as officers in the armed forces. They had joined the NDA in August 2022, the first such

intake made possible by the 2021 Supreme Court order in Kush Kalra v. Union of India.

This is a milestone in the long arc of gender equality in India’s armed forces, and it sits squarely at the
intersection of the fundamental right to equality (GS2) and the broader story of women’s empowerment in

Indian society (GS1).

THE COMMISSIONING: THE NUMBERS

SERVICE NUMBER ACADEMY DATE
Army 9 Indian Military Academy, Dehradun | June 13
Navy 3 Indian Naval Academy, Ezhimala May 28
Air Force 5 Air Force Academy, Dundigal June 13
Total 17 June 2026

The 17 women trained alongside male cadets through the same three-year NDA programme before moving to
their respective service academies for pre-commission training. Their commissioning closes the loop opened

by the 2021 court order.
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THE LEGAL BACKSTORY: KUSH KALRA V. UNION OF INDIA (2021)

For decades, the NDA, the premier tri-service feeder academy, admitted only men. In 2021, hearing Kush
Kalra v. Union of India, the Supreme Court ordered that women be allowed to sit the NDA entrance
examination, calling the exclusion a matter of gender discrimination. The first women candidates appeared

and joined in August 2022.

This ruling followed a wider judicial push for gender parity in the forces, including earlier orders granting

permanent commission and command appointments to women officers in the Army.

The Constitutional Anchors

ARTICLE GUARANTEE

Article 14 Equality before the law and equal protection of the laws
Article 15 Prohibition of discrimination on grounds including sex
Article 16 Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment

The NDA case is a clean illustration of how the right to equality under Articles 14, 15 and 16 translates into
concrete institutional change. Excluding women from the entrance examination denied them equal

opportunity in public employment, and the Court held that this could not stand.

THE ANALYSIS: FROM EXCEPTION TO NORM

04 structural shift, not a token gesture. Admitting women to the NDA itself, rather than only to
short-service or specialist entries, integrates them into the core officer-training pipeline from the

start.

e Equal training, equal standards. The cohort trained through the same academy and

curriculum, strengthening the case for combat and command roles on merit.
O society-wide signal. Visible women officers from the NDA reshape aspirations and challenge

stereotypes about women in uniform, with effects well beyond the armed forces.

The way forward is to sustain and scale women’s intake, ensure supportive infrastructure at academies
and units, open more combat and command pathways, and track outcomes so that equality of

opportunity becomes equality of advancement.

UPSC RELEVANCE

® GS Paper 1 (Society): women’s empowerment, changing gender roles, the role of institutions in

social change.
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e GS Paper 2 (Polity and Governance): fundamental rights (Articles 14, 15, 16), judicial activism

(https://ujiyari.com/demms/indicialractiyismAy-the role of the Supreme Ceurt in.advancing equality.
e Prelims: the Kush Kalra case, the first NDA women intake (2022) and commissioning (2026), the

three service academies.

® Mains: “Judicial intervention has been central to gender equality in India’s armed forces.” Discuss

with examples.

FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

| THE MILESTONE:

17 women of the 148th NDA Course commissioned in June 2026, the first NDA-trained women
officers

Joined the NDA in August 2022 after the 2021 Supreme Court order
Split: 9 Army (IMA Dehradun), 3 Navy (INA Ezhimala), 5 Air Force (AFA Dundigal)
| THE LEGAL ANCHOR:
Kush Kalra v. Union of India (2021): Supreme Court allowed women to sit the NDA exam
Constitutional basis: Articles 14, 15 and 16 (equality, non-discrimination, equal opportunity)

| THE ACADEMIES:

Indian Military Academy, Dehradun (Army); Indian Naval Academy, Ezhimala (Navy); Air Force
Academy, Dundigal (Air Force)

Sources: PIB (https://pib.gov.in), The Hindu (https://www.thehindu.com)

Source: India Commissions Its First NDA-Trained Women Officers — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS
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