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(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

WHY IN NEWS

On June 14, 2026, four traditional Jharkhand products received Geographical Indication (GI) tags:
Bhagaiya silk, Kuchai silk, Munda tribal jewellery, and Jharkhand bamboo craft. The registration
was facilitated by NABARD, and the move is expected to boost tribal and artisan livelihoods, an occasion to

revise the GI framework and its role in protecting traditional products.

THE FOUR PRODUCTS

PRODUCT ORIGIN AND SIGNIFICANCE

Bhagaiya silk From the Bhagaiya region, Godda district

Kuchai silk From the Kuchai region, Seraikela-Kharsawan district
Munda jewellery Distinctive motifs of the Munda tribal community

Jharkhand bamboo craft  Traditional bamboo artisanry

These products reflect Jharkhand’s rich tribal craft traditions, and GI status gives them legal protection and a

marketable identity.
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WHAT A GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION IS

FEATURE DETAIL

What it is A sign identifying goods as originating from a specific place, with qualities or a reputation due

to that origin

Governing law The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 (in force from
2003)

International The WTO’s TRIPS Agreement, which India implements

basis

Registry The Geographical Indications Registry, Chennai

Validity 10 years, renewable

First Indian GI Darjeeling Tea

A Gl is distinct from a trademark: a GI links a product to a place of origin and is a collective right of

producers there, whereas a trademark identifies the source or owner of a brand.

THE ANALYSIS: PROTECTION, PREMIUM AND EMPOWERMENT

@ Protecting authenticity. GI status guards against the misappropriation of a product’s name and

identity, ensuring only genuine producers from the region can use it.

©a market premium. GI products can command higher prices on the strength of their authenticated

origin and reputation, raising producers’ incomes.

© Tribal economic empowerment. For products rooted in tribal communities, like Munda
jewellery, GI protection supports livelihoods and the “vocal for local” agenda, with NABARD’s role

linking it to rural development.

The way forward, beyond registration, is post-GI support: marketing, e-commerce linkages, quality control
and the collectivisation of producers, so that the legal tag translates into real and sustained income gains for

artisans.

UPSC RELEVANCE

e GS Paper 1 (Art and Culture): traditional crafts, tribal heritage, India’s cultural diversity.

e GS Paper 2 and 3 (Polity and Economy): intellectual property, the GI framework, rural and
tribal livelihoods.
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e Prelims: the four Jharkhand products, the GI of Goods Act 1999, the GI Registry at Chennai, validity
period, the first Indian GI (Darjeeling Tea).

FACTS CORNER

FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

| THE TAGS:

Four Jharkhand GI products: Bhagaiya silk (Godda), Kuchai silk (Seraikela-Kharsawan), Munda
jewellery, bamboo craft

Facilitated by NABARD (June 14, 2026)

| THE FRAMEWORK:
Geographical Indications of Goods Act, 1999 (in force 2003); based on the WTO TRIPS Agreement
GI Registry at Chennai; validity 10 years, renewable; first Indian GI was Darjeeling Tea

| THE DISTINCTION:

A GI links a product to a place of origin (a collective right); a trademark identifies a brand’s source or

owner

Sources: Business Standard, GI Registry

Source: Jharkhand Wins GI Tags for Four Traditional Products — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current
Affairs
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THE HINDU

Towards a Fair,_Efficient Insolvency Regime

15 Jun

BUSINESS STANDARD
Defending_the Rupee Without Burning_Reserves
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THE HINDU
The Hidden History of the Thai-Bharat Connection

15 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS
Why Indian Firms Underinvest in R&D

14 Jun

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
ACNAS

Advisory Committee on National Accounts Statistics — the expert body...

KEY TERM

Act East Policy

India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM
Agri-Photovoltaic

A dual land-use technology that integrates elevated solar panels with...

KEY TERM
ALMM

MNRE-notified list restricting government-supported solar PV projects...
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