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" INTERVIEW ANGLE
‘ "Al can translate judgments and summarise case law in seconds. But would you want an
algorithm influencing a verdict? Where exactly should the line fall between Al assisting a

Jjudge and Al deciding a case?"

Source: Original editorial »  The Indian Express

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

As courts adopt artificial intelligence for translation, transcription and research, the judiciary faces the
question of where to draw the line. For an aspirant, this is a GS2 case on judiciary, technology in

governance, the rule of law and the limits of Al in decision-making.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

Courts are using Al for translation, transcription and legal research, genuinely improving access to justice.
But AI carries risks of bias, opacity and error, unacceptable where rights are at stake, and cannot give a
reasoned, accountable decision. The line: Al may assist with supportive tasks but never decide cases.

Human accountability and reasoned judgment must remain absolute.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS
Assistive AI Translation, transcription, research ~ Genuine access-to-justice gains
Algorithmic bias Bias inherited from training data Unacceptable in deciding rights
Reasoned decision Judgment with testable reasons A rule-of-law requirement
Human accountability  An accountable judge decides What AI cannot provide

THE ANALYSIS: ASSIST, NEVER DECIDE

©® Real benefits. Al translation and transcription widen access to justice and ease backlog.
2] Real risks. Bias, opacity and error are unacceptable where liberty and rights are at stake.

3] The constitutional bar. The rule of law requires a reasoned decision by an accountable human

judge.

O Theline. Al may assist with supportive tasks; only humans may decide cases.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

Indian courts’ adoption of Al tools (e.g. translation via SUVAS-type systems, transcription, research
assistance) under the eCourts project. The principle: the rule of law; the right to a reasoned decision;
natural justice; judicial accountability. The risks: algorithmic bias, opacity (“black box”), data protection
under the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023. Concept: human-in-the-loop; decision support

versus decision-making; access to justice.

THE DEBATE

Argument for strict limits: Al carries bias, opacity and error risks unacceptable in adjudication; only an

accountable human judge can give a reasoned decision, so AI must stay assistive.

Argument for broader use: Al decision-support could improve consistency and cut delay; excessive caution

denies the justice system useful tools.
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HOW TO THINK ABOUT IT

Frame the answer around access-to-justice benefits versus rule-of-law limits. Embrace Al for
translation, transcription and research, then draw the firm line at decision-making, grounding it in the right
to a reasoned decision and human accountability. Add safeguards, transparency, bias audits, data protection,

even for assistive use.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Picture a courtroom where a tireless clerk translates, transcribes and fetches precedents in seconds, freeing the

judge to think. That clerk is AI at its best. Now imagine the clerk whispering the verdict and the judge merely

signing it. That is the line we must never cross.

PYQ LINKAGE

UPSC has asked about technology in governance, the judiciary and the rule of law. This editorial connects those

to the role and firm limits of AI in the courtroom.

THE ONE-LINE TAKEAWAY

Al can widen the door to justice as an assistant but must never sit in the judge’s chair; the line, Al may assist,

only humans may decide, must be drawn and guarded.

Source: Artificial Intelligence in the Courtroom, With Guardrails — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS
Editorial Analysis

® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE
As courts adopt artificial intelligence for translation, transcription
and legal research, the judiciary must draw a clear line: Al may
assist with administrative and supportive tasks but must never
decide cases or substitute judicial reasoning, with human
accountability and the right to a reasoned decision remaining
absolute.

v SUPPORTING
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* Al can genuinely improve access to justice by translating judgments into regional
languages, transcribing proceedings and speeding legal research, easing the backlog.
¢ Algorithmic tools carry risks of bias, opacity and error, which are unacceptable where
liberty and rights are at stake.
* A reasoned judicial decision by an accountable human judge is a constitutional and rule-
of-law requirement that Al cannot fulfil.
\
(
A COUNTER
Some argue Al-assisted decision support could improve consistency and reduce delay, and
that excessive caution will deny the justice system useful tools.
\
(
— WAY FORWARD
Confine Al to assistive, administrative and research roles; keep all decision-making human
and accountable; require transparency, bias audits and data protection; and build clear
judicial guidelines for Al use.
\
) PRACTICE TODAY'S QUIZ
&) )
¥ Take the 15 June 2026 Quiz —

48 MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION
"Artificial intelligence can improve access to justice but must never substitute judicial reasoning."

Examine the role and limits of Al in the judiciary. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Artificial intelligence has reached the courtroom door. The question is not whether to let it in, but how

far inside it may come, and the answer must stop well short of the bench.

BODY

Indian courts have begun adopting artificial intelligence for tasks like translating judgments into

regional languages, transcribing proceedings and accelerating legal research. The benefits for access to
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justice are real: a litigant who cannot read English can receive a judgment in her own language; a
backlog-laden system can move faster.

Used this way, as an assistant, Al serves the constitutional promise of accessible justice. But the line
must be drawn firmly at decision-making.

Algorithmic systems carry well-documented risks: bias inherited from training data, opacity that makes
their reasoning unexaminable, and confident error. In a context where liberty, property and
fundamental rights are at stake, these risks are unacceptable.

More fundamentally, the rule of law requires that a decision affecting a person’s rights be made by an
accountable human judge and supported by reasons that can be tested on appeal. An algorithm can
produce an output; it cannot give a reasoned judgment, bear responsibility, or be held to constitutional
account.

The argument that Al decision-support could improve consistency has some force, but consistency
bought at the cost of accountability and reasoned justice is a poor bargain. The way forward is
therefore to confine Al to assistive, administrative and research roles, to keep every decision human,
and to surround even assistive use with transparency requirements, bias audits, data protection and
clear judicial guidelines.

Al can widen the door to justice; it must never sit in the judge's chair.

CONCLUSION

Al can improve access to justice as an assistant but must never substitute judicial reasoning. The line, Al

may assist, only humans may decide, must be drawn and guarded.
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