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Every fact web-verified against primary sources HOW

WHY IN NEWS

June 14 is World Blood Donor Day, observed annually since 2004 under the World Health

Organization (WHO). The date marks the birth anniversary of Karl Landsteiner, who discovered the ABO

blood group system. The WHO theme for 2026 is “One Drop of Humanity. Give Blood. Save Lives.”

The day is an occasion to revise India’s blood transfusion framework and the goal of universal voluntary

donation.

THE DAY AND THE SCIENCE BEHIND IT

DETAIL PARTICULARS

Date June 14 (annually since 2004)

Honours Karl Landsteiner, discoverer of the ABO blood group system

Landsteiner’s Nobel Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, 1930

2026 theme “One Drop of Humanity. Give Blood. Save Lives.”

Led by WHO, with the IFRC, ISBT and donor organisations

Karl Landsteiner’s discovery of the ABO blood groups made safe transfusion possible by explaining why some

transfusions succeeded and others were fatal. It remains one of the foundational discoveries of modern

medicine.

INDIA’S BLOOD TRANSFUSION FRAMEWORK

India regulates blood as a “drug” and runs a multi-tier governance structure.
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LAYER ROLE

Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 Regulates blood and blood products as drugs

National Blood Transfusion Council

(NBTC)

The apex policy and coordination body, under the Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare

State Blood Transfusion Councils Implement policy at the state level

Indian Red Cross Society A major collector and promoter of voluntary donation

e-Rakt Kosh The national online blood-bank management and availability portal

A landmark legal milestone was the Supreme Court’s ruling in Common Cause v. Union of India (1996),

which led to the ban on professional (paid) blood donation, pushing the system toward voluntary and

replacement donation.

THE VOLUNTARY DONATION GOAL

INDICATOR DETAIL

WHO goal 100 percent voluntary, unpaid donation

India’s voluntary share The large majority of collections, though short of 100 percent

Why it matters Voluntary, repeat donors provide the safest blood supply

The shift from replacement donation (where a patient’s family donates in return) to voluntary, non-

remunerated repeat donation is central to blood safety, because voluntary repeat donors have the lowest

rates of transfusion-transmissible infections.

THE ANALYSIS: FROM AVAILABILITY TO SAFETY AND EQUITY

Safety through voluntary donation. The safest blood comes from voluntary, repeat, unpaid

donors; moving fully away from replacement and any paid donation is the core public-health goal.

1

Equity of access. Shortages and unequal access persist, especially for rare blood groups and in

remote areas; rare-donor registries and better logistics are needed.

2

Self-sufficiency in blood products. Beyond whole blood, India aims for self-sufficiency in

plasma-derived medicines through domestic plasma fractionation.

3

Technology and trust. Digital tools such as e-Rakt Kosh improve availability and transparency,

while sustained donor engagement addresses the perennial challenge of converting one-time donors

into repeat donors.

4
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The way forward pairs awareness and de-stigmatisation (encouraging repeat voluntary donation) with

system strengthening (rare-blood registries, component separation, plasma fractionation and digital

availability), so that the supply is not only adequate but safe and equitable.

UPSC RELEVANCE

FACTS CORNER

📌  FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

THE DAY:

INDIA’S FRAMEWORK:

THE GOAL:

Sources: WHO, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Source: World Blood Donor Day 2026 and India's Blood Transfusion Framework — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC &

State PCS Current Affairs

GS Paper 2 (Governance and Health): health infrastructure, regulatory bodies, public-health

goals.

GS Paper 3 (Science): the science of blood groups, transfusion.

Prelims: World Blood Donor Day date and origin, Karl Landsteiner, the NBTC, the Drugs and

Cosmetics Act.

Mains: moving toward 100 percent voluntary donation and equitable access.

World Blood Donor Day: June 14, observed since 2004; WHO-led

Honours Karl Landsteiner (ABO blood groups; Nobel Prize 1930)

2026 theme: “One Drop of Humanity. Give Blood. Save Lives.”

Blood regulated under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940

Apex body: National Blood Transfusion Council (NBTC), under MoHFW; State Blood Transfusion
Councils below it

Common Cause v. Union of India (1996): led to the ban on professional (paid) donation

e-Rakt Kosh: national online blood-bank portal

WHO target of 100 percent voluntary, unpaid donation for the safest supply
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← NEWER ARTICLE

Current Affairs Today — June 14, 2026
OLDER ARTICLE →

Retail Inflation Rises to 3.93 Percent in May
2026

RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

The FCRA Bill and State Control Over Civil Society
14 Jun

DOWN TO EARTH

Global Resistance to AI Data Centres and the Case for Scrutiny
14 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

Why Indian Firms Underinvest in R&D

14 Jun

DOWN TO EARTH

Extreme Heat, Wet-Bulb Temperature and a Warming World
14 Jun

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

3D Glass Solutions
US semiconductor packaging firm founded 2010, originating...

KEY TERM

3I-ATLAS Comet
The third confirmed interstellar object to enter our solar system,...

KEY TERM

Active Case Finding (TB)
A proactive public health strategy where health workers systematically...

KEY TERM

Advance Directive (Living Will)
A legal document in which a competent adult specifies their medical...
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