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INTERVIEW ANGLE
‘ "Engaging a military government raises hard moral questions, but isolation has costs too.
How should India weigh values against the interests of border security and connectivity in its

Myanmar policy?"

Source: Original editorial »  The Hindu

(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

A debate over India’s Myanmar policy weighs engagement against isolation, driven by border security,
connectivity and competition with China. For an aspirant, this is a GS2 case on India’s neighbourhood

policy, the Act East policy, and the interests-versus-values tension in foreign policy.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

India engages Myanmar’s military government pragmatically because a porous shared border ties its
northeast’s security to events across it, connectivity projects (Kaladan, the Trilateral Highway) run through
Myanmar, and isolation would cede ground to China. The cost is the values concern of engaging a military

regime. The Government of India’s course is calibrated engagement, balancing interests with values.
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT MEANS WHY IT MATTERS

Pragmatic engagement  Working with whoever holds power A border makes it a necessity

Kaladan project Multi-modal transit via Myanmar Links the northeast to the sea
Trilateral Highway India-Myanmar-Thailand road Anchors the Act East policy
Strategic competition China’s footprint in Myanmar Isolation would cede space to Beijing

THE ANALYSIS: WHY GEOGRAPHY DECIDES

©® Border security. A porous frontier ties the northeast’s stability to events in Myanmar, making a

working relationship necessary.

2 Connectivity. The Kaladan project and Trilateral Highway run through Myanmar and underpin Act
East.

® The China factor. Disengagement would cede strategic space to a deeply embedded China.

® The values tension. Engaging a military government sits uneasily with India’s democratic identity.

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

India shares a long land border with Myanmar across several northeastern states; the Free Movement
Regime along it has been under review. Connectivity: the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport
Project (linking Kolkata to Sittwe port and onward to Mizoram) and the India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway. The policy: the Act East policy and India’s Neighbourhood First approach.

Concept: strategic autonomy; interests versus values; the security-connectivity nexus.

THE DEBATE

Argument for engagement: Border security, connectivity and the need to counter China make a working

relationship with Myanmar’s authorities a practical necessity; isolation helps no one.

Argument for caution: Engaging a military government legitimises it and sits uneasily with India’s

democratic values and the suffering of Myanmar’s people.
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HOW TO THINK ABOUT IT

Frame the answer around interests versus values, with geography (a shared, porous border) tilting the
balance toward engagement. Set out the three interests (security, connectivity, China) and the values concern,
then argue for calibrated engagement that keeps humanitarian and people-to-people channels open. Reflect

the Government of India’s stance.

THE DIAGRAM IN WORDS

Picture two houses sharing a long, broken fence. One can disapprove of the neighbour, but the fence still leaks,

and a third, larger neighbour is already fixing his side of it to his own advantage. Mending the shared fence

requires talking to whoever lives next door.

PYQ LINKAGE

UPSC has asked about India’s neighbourhood policy, the Act East policy and connectivity projects. This editorial

connects those to the engagement-versus-isolation choice in Myanmar policy.

THE ONE-LINE TAKEAWAY

On a shared, porous border, isolation is a luxury India cannot afford; calibrated engagement with Myanmar,

balancing interests and values, is the course geography and strategy dictate.

Source: India's Road Through Myanmar Is One of Engagement — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS
Editorial Analysis

® KEY ARGUMENTS AT A GLANCE
India favours pragmatic engagement with Myanmar’s military
government over isolation, driven by border security, the Kaladan
and trilateral-highway connectivity projects and strategic
competition with China, reflecting the Government of India’s
interest-led neighbourhood approach while managing the
attendant trade-offs.

v SUPPORTING
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* A shared, porous border and the security of India’s northeast make a working
relationship with whoever controls Myanmar's territory a practical necessity for managing
insurgency, trafficking and refugee flows.

* Connectivity projects such as the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project and the
India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway link India’s northeast to Southeast Asia and
underpin the Act East policy.

* Isolation would cede strategic space to China, which has deepened its footprint in

Myanmar, without improving outcomes on India’s frontier.

\
(
A COUNTER
Critics argue that engaging a military government legitimises it and sits uneasily with
India’s democratic values and the suffering of Myanmar’s people.
\
(
— WAY FORWARD
Pursue calibrated engagement that secures the border and connectivity, sustains
humanitarian and people-to-people links, supports an inclusive political settlement, and
keeps channels open to all stakeholders, balancing interests with values.
\

PRACTICE TODAY'S QUIZ

(&
) Take the 14 June 2026 Quiz —

f-‘:ﬁ\ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

"India's Myanmar policy is a study in pragmatic engagement over isolation." Examine the drivers and
the trade-offs. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

Foreign policy toward a troubled neighbour is rarely a choice between clean options. India’s approach
to Myanmar is a study in how interests and values pull against each other, and why geography often

decides the direction.
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BODY

India shares a long, porous border with Myanmar, and the stability of its own northeast depends in part
on what happens across it: insurgent sanctuaries, arms and drug trafficking, and refugee flows all cross
that frontier. This geographic fact makes a working relationship with whoever controls Myanmar's
territory a practical necessity rather than a preference.

Layered on top are connectivity stakes. The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project and the
India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway are meant to link the landlocked northeast to the sea and to
Southeast Asia, anchoring the Act East policy; they run through Myanmar and depend on a degree of
cooperation.

And there is the strategic calculus: China has deepened its economic and strategic footprint in
Myanmar, so Indian disengagement would cede ground to Beijing without improving conditions on
India’s own border. Set against these interests are real values concerns: engaging a military government
can appear to legitimise it and sits uncomfortably with India’s democratic identity and the plight of
Myanmar's people.

The Government of India’s approach has been to manage this tension through calibrated engagement,
working with the authorities on security and connectivity while sustaining humanitarian and people-to-
people links and supporting, in principle, an inclusive political settlement. It is not a morally clean
posture, but it is a recognition that on a shared border, isolation is a luxury an interested neighbour

cannot afford.

CONCLUSION

India’s Myanmar policy reflects the primacy of border security and connectivity tempered by values.

Calibrated engagement, not isolation, is the course geography and strategy dictate.
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