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(® Every fact web-verified against primary sources

WHY IN NEWS

India is advancing the 930 MW Kirthai-II hydroelectric project on the Chenab river in Kishtwar
district, Jammu and Kashmir. The revival is part of a broader push to accelerate previously stalled hydropower
projects on the western rivers, after India placed the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) in abeyance in 2025

following the Pahalgam terror attack.

ABOUT KIRTHAI-II

ATTRIBUTE DETAIL

Capacity 930 MW

River Chenab

Location Kishtwar district, Jammu and Kashmir

Type Run-of-river hydroelectric project

Developer Chenab Valley Power Projects Limited (CVPPL)

CVPPL ownership NHPC (51%) and the J&K State Power Development Corporation (49%)

Kirthai-II is one of a cluster of Chenab projects (others include Pakal Dul, Kiru, Kwar and Ratle) that India is

pursuing to harness the hydropower potential of the western rivers.
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THE INDUS WATERS TREATY

ASPECT DETAIL

Signed 1960, by Jawaharlal Nehru and Ayub Khan
Broker The World Bank

Eastern rivers (to India) Ravi, Beas, Sutlej

Western rivers (largely to Pakistan) Indus, Jhelum, Chenab
India’s rights on western rivers Limited non-consumptive and run-of-river use (hydropower, limited irrigation)

Current status Held in abeyance by India since 2025
Under the 1960 treaty, the three eastern rivers were allocated to India and the three western rivers largely to
Pakistan, with India retaining defined non-consumptive and run-of-river rights on the western rivers. India

placed the treaty in abeyance in 2025 after the Pahalgam terror attack, freeing it to accelerate hydropower

projects within its rights without the treaty’s procedural constraints.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA’'S POSITION

The Government of India’s stand is the position a UPSC answer must reflect: Jammu and Kashmir,
including the areas under Pakistan’s illegal occupation, is an integral part of India, and Pakistan
must vacate the territory it illegally occupies. The acceleration of Chenab projects asserts India’s legitimate

rights over the western rivers while it reviews the future of the treaty.

WHY IT MATTERS

The revival sits at the intersection of energy, security and diplomacy:
e Energy security: the western rivers hold large untapped hydropower potential for power-deficit
northern India.

e Strategic leverage: holding the treaty in abeyance gives India room to use water infrastructure as a

point of pressure after cross-border terrorism.

e Balancing concerns: projects must still account for federal, downstream and ecological factors.
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UPSC RELEVANCE

Prelims

e Kirthai-II: 930 MW, run-of-river, on the Chenab, Kishtwar, J&K; developer CVPPL (NHPC 51%,
JKSPDC 49%)

¢ Indus Waters Treaty (1960): signed by Nehru and Ayub Khan, brokered by the World Bank
e Eastern rivers (to India): Ravi, Beas, Sutlej; western rivers: Indus, Jhelum, Chenab
e India holds the treaty in abeyance since 2025 (post-Pahalgam)

® Gol stand: J&K, including illegally occupied areas, is an integral part of India

Mains Angles

© Gs:2 India-Pakistan: Examine the implications of India holding the Indus Waters Treaty in

abeyance and accelerating Chenab projects.

2] GS3 Energy: Discuss the hydropower potential of the western rivers and the balance between

energy, ecology and federal concerns.

3] GS2 Water Diplomacy: Analyse the use of trans-boundary water as an instrument of strategic

leverage.
FACTS CORNER
Project Kirthai-II hydroelectric project
Capacity 930 MW
River Chenab
Location Kishtwar, Jammu and Kashmir
Developer CVPPL (NHPC 51% + JKSPDC 49%)

Indus Waters Treaty 1960; Nehru and Ayub Khan; World Bank-brokered

Eastern rivers (India) Ravi, Beas, Sutlej

Western rivers Indus, Jhelum, Chenab
Treaty status In abeyance since 2025
Gol stand J&K integral to India; Pakistan must vacate occupied areas

India Revives Kirthai-Il Hydro Project on the Chenab 4/7


https://ujiyari.com/

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com

2

Sources: Ministry of Power, NHPC, The Hindu

Source: India Revives Kirthai-IT Hydro Project on the Chenab — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current

Affairs

— NEWER ARTICLE

India and Indonesia Hold 8th Joint
Commission Meeting

RELATED EDITORIALS

DOWN TO EARTH

Grants, Not Loans: On the Adaptation Finance Gap

8 Jun

BUSINESS STANDARD

The Hidden Risk in India's Ageing Dams

8 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

Water as Leverage: On the Indus Treaty in Abeyance

8 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

The Indonesia Anchor: On India's Indo-Pacific Strategy

8 Jun

India Revives Kirthai-Il Hydro Project on the Chenab

OLDER ARTICLE —
Current Affairs Today, June 7, 2026

5/7


https://powermin.gov.in/
https://www.nhpcindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/
https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/08/kirthai-2-hydro-chenab-indus-waters-treaty/
https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/08/india-indonesia-8th-joint-commission-meeting/
https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/07/current-affairs-today/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/06/dte-adaptation-finance-grants-not-loans-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/06/bs-ageing-dams-hidden-infrastructure-risk-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/06/ie-indus-waters-treaty-abeyance-leverage-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/06/ie-india-indonesia-indo-pacific-anchor-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/

N\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS /a1 cor -

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
ACNAS

Advisory Committee on National Accounts Statistics — the expert body...

KEY TERM
Act East Policy

India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM

Agri-Photovoltaic

A dual land-use technology that integrates elevated solar panels with...

KEY TERM
ALMM

MNRE-notified list restricting government-supported solar PV projects...

India Revives Kirthai-Il Hydro Project on the Chenab 6/7


https://ujiyari.com/terms/acnas/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/act-east-policy/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/agri-photovoltaic/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/almm-approved-list-models-manufacturers/
https://ujiyari.com/

N\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

CURATED & WRITTEN BY

Bharat Choudhary

UPSC Educator & Content Creator

M linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

M Read Full Article on Ujiyari —

https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/08/kirthai-2-hydro-chenab-indus-waters-treaty/

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR

BharatNotes

Free UPSC study platform — subject-wise notes across all 4 GS papers, Prelims MCQs, Mains answer frameworks, PYQ
analysis & progress tracking. 100% Free « No Login Required.

Start Preparing — bharatnotes.com

¥t OPPORTUNITY
Advertise with Ujiyari
Reach thousands of serious UPSC & State PCS aspirants daily through our PDFs, website, and social channels.

Ideal for: Coaching institutes « EdTech platforms * Book publishers « Exam prep apps

M epicbharat@gmail.com

Write to us for rates & media kit

- mm o mm mm o Em o Em Em Em Em o oEm oy

Free UPSC & State PCS Current Affairs - ujiyari.com - bharatnotes.com

India Revives Kirthai-Il Hydro Project on the Chenab

717


https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/08/kirthai-2-hydro-chenab-indus-waters-treaty/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Placement%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/

