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🎤
INTERVIEW ANGLE

"If denuclearising North Korea is no longer realistic, should the world pivot to arms-control
and risk-reduction with a nuclear DPRK, and what would that mean for non-proliferation
norms?"

Source: Original editorial ↗ The Indian Express

Every fact web-verified against primary sources HOW

WHY THIS MATTERS NOW

North Korea, through Kim Yo Jong, has declared its nuclear status irreversible and non-negotiable, just as

Xi Jinping prepares to visit Pyongyang. The statement is more than rhetoric: it is an admission that two decades

of trying to denuclearise the Korean Peninsula have failed. For an aspirant, this is a high-value GS2 case on the

global non-proliferation regime, great-power alignment, and how India navigates a nuclear order it sits

outside.

THE CRUX IN 60 WORDS

North Korea has constitutionally entrenched its nuclear status and now rejects denuclearisation, while

drawing closer to China, which blunts sanctions pressure. Korean denuclearisation has effectively

collapsed. The realistic pivot is from disarmament to risk management, arms control and crisis-

communication, while defending broader non-proliferation norms. For India, the risks are proliferation

linkages and Indo-Pacific instability.

A Peninsula Beyond Persuasion: On KoreanA Peninsula Beyond Persuasion: On Korean
DenuclearisationDenuclearisation
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THE ISSUE, DECODED

CONCEPT WHAT IT IS WHY IT MATTERS

Denuclearisation Eliminating a state’s nuclear weapons The failed goal on the Peninsula

NPT Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (1968) North Korea withdrew in 2003

Six-Party Talks China, US, Russia, Japan, two Koreas The defunct negotiating forum

Risk management Arms control and crisis-reduction short of disarmament The pragmatic alternative

THE ANALYSIS: WHY THE GOAL HAS COLLAPSED

DATA AND INSTITUTIONS VAULT

recognises five nuclear-weapon states (US, Russia, UK, France, China); North Korea withdrew in 2003.

DPRK: declared itself a nuclear-weapons state in its constitution (2023); has conducted multiple tests since

2006. Forums: the Six-Party Talks (China, US, Russia, Japan, North and South Korea) are defunct; the

IAEA is the nuclear watchdog. India: outside the NPT and CTBT, with a No First Use doctrine and a 2008

NSG waiver; concerned by past A.Q. Khan network links between Pakistan and North Korea. Region: the

Korean Peninsula sits within the Indo-Pacific, central to India’s strategic interests.

THE DEBATE

Argument to sustain pressure: Accepting a nuclear North Korea rewards blackmail and legitimises a rogue

arsenal, so the world should maintain sanctions and the denuclearisation goal.

Argument to pivot to risk management: Two decades show pressure has not disarmed Pyongyang;

realism requires arms control and crisis-reduction with a nuclear DPRK.

Pyongyang has entrenched its arsenal. It is written into the constitution, and denuclearisation

is now rejected outright.

1

The China axis blunts pressure. A closer China-DPRK relationship weakens sanctions and

Western leverage.

2

Negotiating forums are dead. The Six-Party Talks are defunct, and no credible process has

replaced them.

3

Norms are strained. A nuclear DPRK that defies the NPT weakens the global non-proliferation

regime and raises miscalculation risk.

4
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The balanced verdict: Hold the norm but adjust the goal. Pursue arms control and crisis-communication to

reduce the risk of war, while refusing to formally legitimise the arsenal, so the Korean case does not become a

precedent for others.

HOW TO THINK ABOUT THIS (TRANSFERABLE SKILL)

When a long-held objective becomes unattainable, the strong answer does not simply restate it or abandon it;

it asks which underlying principle must be preserved and which specific goal must be revised. Here, the non-

proliferation norm is worth defending even as the specific goal of denuclearising the DPRK is conceded. This

distinction applies to many stalled objectives in foreign and domestic policy.

DIAGRAM-IN-WORDS

DPRK entrenches nukes + draws closer to China -> sanctions lose bite + talks defunct ->

denuclearisation collapses. The pivot: arms control + crisis-communication + risk-reduction,

while defending non-proliferation norms.

THE WAY FORWARD

Pivot to risk management, arms control and crisis-communication with a nuclear DPRK.1

Defend the broader non-proliferation norm so the Korean case is not a template.2

For India, guard against proliferation linkages (the Pakistan-DPRK history) and Indo-Pacific

instability.

3

Sustain coordination with Indo-Pacific partners on deterrence and stability.4
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THE TAKEAWAY BOX

“The goal of denuclearising the Korean Peninsula has effectively collapsed.” Examine the implications for the

non-proliferation regime and for India. (250 words)

“When a goal becomes unattainable, wisdom lies in defending the principle behind it rather than clinging to

the goal itself; the Peninsula needs risk management, not the fiction of disarmament.”

NPT (1968), five nuclear-weapon states · DPRK withdrew 2003 · Six-Party Talks (defunct) · IAEA · India

outside NPT, NSG waiver 2008 · A.Q. Khan network.

Does pivoting to arms control with a nuclear North Korea reward blackmail, or is it the responsible

acceptance of reality?

Connects to GS2 PYQs on non-proliferation, international treaties and India’s nuclear posture; probable

forward question is the norm-versus-goal framing above.

today’s North Korea article; static GS2 on the nuclear order, NPT and India’s doctrine.

Sources: Indian Express, MEA, IAEA

Source: A Peninsula Beyond Persuasion: On Korean Denuclearisation — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS

Editorial Analysis

K E Y  A R G U M E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

✓ SUPPORTING

North Korea’s declaration that its nuclear status is irreversible and
non-negotiable, amid deepening alignment with China, confirms
that Korean Peninsula denuclearisation has effectively collapsed,
forcing the world to shift from a goal of disarmament to one of

risk management.

Pyongyang has constitutionally entrenched its nuclear status and now rebuffs
denuclearisation outright, removing the premise of decades of diplomacy.

A closer China-North Korea axis reduces the leverage of sanctions and Western pressure,
making coercive denuclearisation even less feasible.
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⚠ COUNTER

Some argue that abandoning the denuclearisation goal rewards nuclear blackmail and
legitimises a rogue arsenal, so the world should sustain pressure rather than accept the
status quo.

→ WAY FORWARD

Shift pragmatically toward arms control, crisis-communication and risk-reduction with a
nuclear DPRK while preserving non-proliferation norms, and for India, guard against
proliferation linkages and Indo-Pacific instability.

🧠
PRACTICE TODAY’S QUIZ

Take the 7 June 2026 Quiz →

✍️ MAINS ANSWER FRAMEWORK

QUESTION

"The goal of denuclearising the Korean Peninsula has effectively collapsed." Examine the implications

for the global non-proliferation regime and for India. (250 words)

INTRODUCTION

For two decades, the policy goal on the Korean Peninsula was denuclearisation. North Korea’s latest
declaration that its nuclear status is non-negotiable is a blunt admission that the goal has failed.

BODY

North Korea has formally entrenched its nuclear-weapons status, having written it into its constitution,

and now dismisses denuclearisation outright, just as Chinese President Xi Jinping prepares to visit
Pyongyang. The deepening China-DPRK axis matters because it blunts the principal instrument of

pressure, sanctions, and removes the leverage that once underpinned negotiations such as the now-
defunct Six-Party Talks.

The uncomfortable conclusion is that coercive denuclearisation is no longer realistic. This forces a

The collapse erodes global non-proliferation norms and raises proliferation and
miscalculation risks across the Indo-Pacific.
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strategic choice.

One option is to sustain maximum pressure on principle, refusing to legitimise a rogue arsenal; but two
decades of evidence suggest this neither disarms North Korea nor prevents its advance, and it risks

dangerous miscalculation. The pragmatic alternative is to pivot toward arms control, crisis-
communication channels and risk-reduction measures with a nuclear DPRK, while holding firm on the

broader non-proliferation norm so that the Korean case does not become a template.
For India, the stakes are concrete: past proliferation networks linked Pakistan and North Korea, a direct

security concern, and a nuclear North Korea backed by China affects the Indo-Pacific balance central to
India’s interests. India, outside the NPT but with a clean non-proliferation record, has a stake in norms

that constrain proliferation even as the Korean case strains them.

CONCLUSION

Acknowledging that denuclearisation has failed is not surrender but realism. The task now is to manage
the risks of a nuclear North Korea while defending the non-proliferation norms it has defied.
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