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WHY IN NEWS

The UN General Assembly (UNGA) on June 3, 2026 elected five new non-permanent members of

the UN Security Council (UNSC) for the 2027-28 term: Austria, Kyrgyzstan, Portugal, Trinidad

and Tobago, and Zimbabwe. Notably, Kyrgyzstan won a Security Council seat for the first time in

its history, after four rounds of balloting against the Philippines. The five take their seats on January 1, 2027,

replacing Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama, and Somalia.

THE ELECTION

The five new members were elected by the 193-member General Assembly through secret ballot,

requiring a two-thirds majority (at least 129 votes when all members vote).

COUNTRY VOTES NOTE

Zimbabwe 182 Highest tally

Trinidad and Tobago 181 —

Kyrgyzstan 142 First-ever UNSC seat

Portugal 134 —

Austria 131 —

All except Kyrgyzstan secured the two-thirds majority in the first round. The remaining contest came down to

Kyrgyzstan vs the Philippines for the Asia-Pacific seat, decided only after three further rounds of

balloting.

UNGA Elects Five New UN Security CouncilUNGA Elects Five New UN Security Council
Members for 2027-28Members for 2027-28
5 June 2026 · 4 min read · ·

Source: ujiyari.com — Free UPSC & State PCS Current Affairs

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

UNGA Elects Five New UN Security Council Members for 2027-28 2 / 7

https://ujiyari.com/


HOW THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL IS STRUCTURED

The UNSC is the UN organ with primary responsibility for international peace and security under the

UN Charter. It has 15 members:

CATEGORY DETAIL

Permanent members

(P5)

China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States — each with veto

power

Non-permanent

members

10, elected for two-year terms (five replaced each year), no veto

Non-permanent seats are allocated by regional groupings:

A non-permanent member cannot be immediately re-elected after serving a term. UNSC decisions on

substantive matters need 9 of 15 votes, with no P5 veto.

INDIA AND THE UNSC REFORM CASE

India has served as a non-permanent member 8 times, most recently in 2021-22. But India — the world’s

most populous nation and a major economy — has never held a permanent seat, and argues that the

Council’s structure reflects the geopolitics of 1945, not today’s world.

India coordinates its bid through the G4 grouping — India, Brazil, Germany, and Japan — four aspirants

for permanent seats who back each other’s candidatures. The G4 seeks:

5 — African and Asia-Pacific States

1 — Eastern European States

2 — Latin American and Caribbean States (GRULAC)

2 — Western European and Other States (WEOG)

India’s Record

The G4 and the Reform Agenda

Expansion of both permanent and non-permanent categories

A more representative Council reflecting Africa, Latin America, and Asia

Reform of the veto
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OBSTACLE DETAIL

Uniting for Consensus

(UfC)

A bloc (Italy, Pakistan, others) opposing new permanent seats, favouring only more

elected seats

Veto Any reform amending the UN Charter needs P5 ratification — they are unlikely to

dilute their own veto

African common

position

The Ezulwini Consensus demands two permanent seats for Africa, complicating

consensus

The 2024 “Pact for the Future” (adopted at the Summit of the Future) reaffirmed the goal of Council reform

but produced no binding change.

UPSC RELEVANCE

The Obstacles

Prelims

New UNSC members (2027-28): Austria, Kyrgyzstan, Portugal, Trinidad & Tobago, Zimbabwe

Elected: June 3, 2026; term begins: January 1, 2027

Kyrgyzstan: first-ever UNSC seat

Replacing: Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama, Somalia

UNSC: 15 members (5 permanent + 10 non-permanent)

P5: China, France, Russia, UK, US (veto power)

Election needs: two-thirds UNGA majority; non-permanent term: 2 years

G4: India, Brazil, Germany, Japan

India’s UNSC stints: 8 (last 2021-22)

Mains Angles

GS2 — Global Governance: “The UN Security Council reflects the power realities of 1945.”

Critically examine the case for UNSC reform and India’s claim to a permanent seat.

1

GS2 — Multilateralism: Discuss the structural obstacles to UNSC reform — the veto, the Uniting

for Consensus bloc, and the African common position.

2

GS2 — India’s Foreign Policy: Evaluate the G4 strategy versus India’s broader Global South

leadership in pursuing a more representative multilateral order.

3
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FACTS CORNER

FACT DETAIL

New UNSC members 2027-28 Austria, Kyrgyzstan, Portugal, Trinidad & Tobago, Zimbabwe

Elected on June 3, 2026 (UNGA)

Term begins January 1, 2027

First-time member Kyrgyzstan

Outgoing members Denmark, Greece, Pakistan, Panama, Somalia

UNSC total members 15 (5 permanent + 10 non-permanent)

P5 China, France, Russia, UK, US

Election threshold Two-thirds of UNGA (≥129 votes)

Non-permanent term 2 years; no immediate re-election

India’s UNSC stints 8 (last 2021-22)

India’s reform grouping G4 (India, Brazil, Germany, Japan)

Opposing bloc Uniting for Consensus (UfC)

Sources: UN Press, The Hindu, MEA
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RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

Unreasonable Burden — On the U.S. Forced-Labour Tariff Proposal
5 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

The Junta Is Not the Partner India Needs — Rethinking the Myanmar Policy
5 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

Old Ties, New Kathmandu — What India Now Needs to Negotiate With Nepal
5 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

Great Nicobar Task: Pursuing National Security with Ecological Responsibility
4 Jun

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

Act East Policy
India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM

BBNJ Treaty
The first legally binding international agreement for conservation and...

KEY TERM

Bilateral Swap Arrangement
A reciprocal agreement between two central banks to exchange specified...

KEY TERM

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
A trade measure that imposes a carbon price on imports from countries...
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