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WHY IN NEWS

Bangladesh’s Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman was elected President of the 81st Session of the

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) on June 3, 2026, in a secret ballot at the UN headquarters in

New York. He defeated Andreas Kakouris of Cyprus by 99 votes to 91 votes. His one-year term begins on

September 8, 2026, when the 81st session formally opens. The Asia-Pacific regional group, to which

Bangladesh belongs, held the UNGA presidency rotation for the 81st session.

STRUCTURE OF THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) is the main deliberative, policy-making, and

representative organ of the United Nations. It is the only UN principal organ where all 193 member states have

equal representation (one vote each).

FEATURE DETAIL

Members 193 UN member states

Voting One country, one vote

Sessions Annual sessions begin 3rd Tuesday of September

Headquarters UN, New York

Established 1945 (UN Charter)

Presidency Elected annually; rotates among 5 regional groups

Budget role Approves UN regular budget (two-thirds majority)

Key Features
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The 81st session presidency was allocated to the Asia-Pacific group — hence Khalilur Rahman’s election.

ABOUT KHALILUR RAHMAN

DETAIL FACT

Country Bangladesh

Position Foreign Minister of Bangladesh

Year of birth 1954

UN experience 25+ years in UN Secretariat, including UNCTAD

Elected June 3, 2026 (99 votes vs 91)

Term September 8, 2026 onwards (1 year)

Defeated Andreas Kakouris (Cyprus)

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 81ST SESSION

The 81st UNGA session (September 2026 – September 2027) is particularly significant because:

Five Regional Groups (UNGA Presidency Rotation)

Africa1

Asia-Pacific2

Eastern Europe3

Latin America and Caribbean (GRULAC)4

Western Europe and Others (WEOG)5

UN Secretary-General succession: António Guterres’ second term ends December 31, 2026.

The UNGA president plays a procedural role in the SG appointment process (confirmed by UNGA on

the recommendation of UNSC).

1

Summit of the Future follow-up: The September 2024 Summit of the Future adopted the “Pact

for the Future” — the 81st session will monitor implementation of SDGs, AI governance norms, and

emergency platform for global shocks.

2

Gaza and Middle East: Ongoing conflict resolutions and humanitarian law debates will continue

under this session.

3
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UNGA VS. UNSC — KEY DISTINCTIONS

FEATURE UNGA UNSC

Members 193 (all UN states) 15 (5 permanent + 10 elected)

Veto power No Yes (P5 only)

Binding resolutions No (except budget) Yes (Chapter VII)

Primary role Deliberation, policy-making, budget Peace and security

Meeting frequency Annual sessions + special sessions Continuous

INDIA’S ENGAGEMENT WITH THE UNGA

UPSC RELEVANCE

India’s angle: India is a strong Asia-Pacific bloc member and actively engages in UNGA resolutions.

The election of a Bangladesh national — India’s key neighbour — as UNGA president is diplomatically

notable during a period of India-Bangladesh reset after 2024 political changes in Dhaka.

4

India has been a member of the UN since 1945 (founding member)

India has served on the UNSC as non-permanent member 8 times (most recently 2021–22)

India co-sponsored the UNGA Resolution for International Day of Yoga (2015 — passed with

177 co-sponsors)

India opposes UNGA resolutions that dilute sovereignty norms on internal matters

Reform of the UN: India advocates for UNSC reform — a permanent seat for India as part of the

G4 group (along with Germany, Japan, Brazil)

Prelims

Elected: Khalilur Rahman (Bangladesh)

Position: President, 81st UNGA session

Election date: June 3, 2026

Vote: 99 (Rahman) vs. 91 (Kakouris, Cyprus)

Term start: September 8, 2026
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FACTS CORNER

FACT DETAIL

Elected Khalilur Rahman (Bangladesh)

Session 81st UNGA

Election date June 3, 2026

Votes 99 (Rahman) vs 91 (Kakouris, Cyprus)

Term starts September 8, 2026

Regional group Asia-Pacific

UN SG António Guterres (term ends Dec 31, 2026)

UNGA total members 193

Source: Bangladesh's Khalilur Rahman Elected President of 81st UN General Assembly Session — Ujiyari.com |
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Regional group: Asia-Pacific

Current UNGA President (80th session): Philémon Yang (Cameroon)

UN SG: António Guterres (term ends December 31, 2026)

Mains Angles (GS2)

UN reform: India demands a permanent UNSC seat. How does the current UN architecture —

dominated by the P5 — limit the effectiveness of the UNGA? What reforms are needed?

1

India-Bangladesh relations: How does Bangladesh’s election as UNGA president reflect the

diplomatic standing of South Asian nations in multilateral forums? What are the key pillars of India-

Bangladesh engagement?

2

UNGA’s limitations: Despite representing all 193 member states, UNGA resolutions are non-

binding. Critically evaluate the role of UNGA in maintaining international peace and security.

3
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RELATED EDITORIALS

INDIAN EXPRESS

Great Nicobar Task: Pursuing National Security with Ecological Responsibility
4 Jun

BUSINESS STANDARD

USTR Tariff Threats Deepen India-US Trade Uncertainty
4 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

Applaud the India-EU FTA, But Watch Out for the Fine Print
4 Jun

INDIAN EXPRESS

India, Myanmar, and a Shifting Strategic Balance
4 Jun

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

Act East Policy
India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM

BBNJ Treaty
The first legally binding international agreement for conservation and...

KEY TERM

Bilateral Swap Arrangement
A reciprocal agreement between two central banks to exchange specified...

KEY TERM

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)
A trade measure that imposes a carbon price on imports from countries...
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