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Every fact web-verified against primary sources

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and the Indian Air Force (IAF)

successfully conducted a flight test of the RudraM-II air-to-surface missile from a Sukhoi-30MKI

(Su-30MKI) fighter aircraft over the Bay of Bengal on June 2, 2026. The missile was tested under

extreme release conditions, validating guidance, navigation, control, and targeting — and struck its pre-

designated target with precision.

RUDRAM-II AT A GLANCE

PARAMETER DETAIL

Full name RudraM-II — air-to-surface anti-radiation missile

Developed by DRDO — indigenously developed

Launch platform Sukhoi Su-30MKI (airborne platform)

Speed Up to Mach 5.5

Range ~300 km

Warhead ~200 kg

Release altitude 3–15 km

Guidance Passive radio-frequency seeker (anti-radiation); GPS / INS / IIR multi-mode

Test date June 2, 2026, Bay of Bengal

WHAT IS AN ANTI-RADIATION MISSILE?

An anti-radiation missile (ARM) is a missile designed to detect, track, and home in on enemy

radar emissions — destroying radar installations, surface-to-air missile (SAM) systems, and other radio-

frequency emitters. It is a key tool for SEAD (Suppression of Enemy Air Defences) operations.
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THE RUDRAM FAMILY

VARIANT RANGE STATUS

RudraM-I ~150-200 km Tested 2020; operational induction

RudraM-II ~300 km Successfully tested June 2, 2026

RudraM-III ~550 km (reported) Under development

SIGNIFICANCE

DRDO’S DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY ECOSYSTEM

When enemy radar emits, the missile locks onto the signal and homes to the source.

Destroying enemy radar degrades their ability to guide their own missiles or direct anti-aircraft fire.

ARMs are therefore force multipliers for air campaigns.

All launched from IAF platforms, primarily Su-30MKI.

RudraM-I was India’s first domestic ARM; replaced the need to import Israeli Harpy/Harop.

SEAD / DEAD capability — India can now suppress Chinese or Pakistani radar and SAM

networks at longer ranges before its own aircraft or missiles enter adversary air-defended space.

1

Aatmanirbhar Bharat — indigenous development reduces import dependence on Israeli or

Western ARM systems.

2

Su-30MKI integration — deepens the IAF’s largest platform as a multi-role strike asset.3

Escalation and deterrence — a 300 km ARM (launched from a standoff position) complicates

adversary air-defence planning.

4

DRDO — under the Ministry of Defence; ~52 labs; ~30,000 employees; apex body for defence

R&D.

Self-Reliance Index — India’s defence import share has declined from ~70% to below 45%; target

is to reverse the ratio.

Related programmes: Akash SAM, SFDR (Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet), LRDE radar, ASTRA BVR

missile.
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UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER RELEVANCE

GS3 Defence technology — SEAD, anti-radiation missiles, Aatmanirbhar Bharat in defence; indigenous

development

Prelims RudraM-II (DRDO; ~Mach 5.5; ~300 km; Su-30MKI); ARM = anti-radiation missile; SEAD; DRDO

under MoD

FACTS CORNER

📌  FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

RUDRAM-II:

RUDRAM FAMILY: RUDRAM-I (~150-200 KM, TESTED 2020) →  RUDRAM-II (~300 KM, 2026) →

RUDRAM-III (~550 KM, DEVELOPING)

ANTI-RADIATION MISSILE (ARM): HOMES IN ON ENEMY RADAR EMISSIONS; USED FOR SEAD

(SUPPRESSION OF ENEMY AIR DEFENCES)

DRDO: UNDER MINISTRY OF DEFENCE; ~52 LABS; INDIGENOUS DEFENCE R&D

Sources: PIB, DRDO, The Hindu

Source: RudraM-II — DRDO and IAF Successfully Test Air-to-Surface Missile — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State

PCS Current Affairs

Air-to-surface anti-radiation missile; indigenously developed by DRDO

Platform: Su-30MKI; test site: Bay of Bengal (June 2, 2026)

Speed: Mach 5.5; Range: ~300 km; Warhead: ~200 kg

Release altitude: 3-15 km; extreme conditions validated

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

RudraM-II — DRDO and IAF Successfully Test Air-to-Surface Missile 4 / 6

https://pib.gov.in/
https://www.drdo.gov.in/
https://www.thehindu.com/
https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/02/rudram-ii-missile-drdo-iaf-test/
https://ujiyari.com/


RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

Intelligence at the Edge: Why On-Device AI Matters for India
24 Jul

INDIAN EXPRESS

Writing India's AI Law for Autonomous Agents and Deepfakes
23 Jul

THE HINDU

Heat from Below: India Drills Its First Geothermal Wells
23 Jul

THE HINDU

When Machines Decide: The Peril of Outsourcing Moral Judgment to AI
22 Jul

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM

3D Glass Solutions
US semiconductor packaging firm founded 2010, originating...

KEY TERM

3I-ATLAS Comet
The third confirmed interstellar object to enter our solar system,...

KEY TERM

Active Case Finding (TB)
A proactive public health strategy where health workers systematically...

KEY TERM

Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Programme
India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

RudraM-II — DRDO and IAF Successfully Test Air-to-Surface Missile 5 / 6

https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/07/th-on-device-ai-npu-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/07/ie-ai-law-deepfakes-agents-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/07/th-geothermal-puga-valley-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/editorials/2026/07/th-ai-ethics-outsourcing-2026/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/3dgs-3d-glass-solutions/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/3i-atlas-comet/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/active-case-finding-tb/
https://ujiyari.com/terms/atv-programme/
https://ujiyari.com/


C U R AT E D  &  W R I T T E N  B Y

Bharat Choudhary
UPSC Educator & Content Creator

linkedin.com/in/epicbharat

📖 Read Full Article on Ujiyari →

https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/02/rudram-ii-missile-drdo-iaf-test/

ALSO FROM THE CREATOR

BharatNotes
Free UPSC study platform — subject-wise notes across all 4 GS papers, Prelims MCQs, Mains answer frameworks,
PYQ analysis & progress tracking. 100% Free • No Login Required.

Start Preparing → bharatnotes.com

📢  OPPORTUNITY

Advertise with Ujiyari
Reach thousands of serious UPSC & State PCS aspirants daily through our PDFs, website, and social channels.

Ideal for: Coaching institutes • EdTech platforms • Book publishers • Exam prep apps

✉ epicbharat@gmail.com

Write to us for rates & media kit

Free UPSC & State PCS Current Affairs  ·  ujiyari.com  ·  bharatnotes.com

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

RudraM-II — DRDO and IAF Successfully Test Air-to-Surface Missile 6 / 6

https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/epicbharat/
https://ujiyari.com/daily/2026/06/02/rudram-ii-missile-drdo-iaf-test/
https://bharatnotes.com/
https://bharatnotes.com/
mailto:epicbharat@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20Placement%20Enquiry%20%E2%80%94%20Ujiyari
https://ujiyari.com/

