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Every fact web-verified against primary sources

At the 2026 IISS Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore (late May), US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth

backed President Trump’s claim that the US had “brokered peace” between India and Pakistan. India

firmly rejected any third-party mediation. External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar reiterated that

the cessation of hostilities was reached directly, at the Director General of Military Operations

(DGMO) level, between the two countries — consistent with India’s long-standing doctrine of

bilateralism under the Simla Agreement, 1972.

WHAT WAS SAID

THE BACKDROP — OPERATION SINDOOR AND THE CEASEFIRE

US position: At the Shangri-La Dialogue, Hegseth praised Trump’s role in “brokering a peace

between India and Pakistan, two nuclear-capable countries.”

India’s position (official stand): EAM S. Jaishankar stated the India-Pakistan

understanding was the result of DGMO-level discussions between the two militaries. India

declined Trump’s offer of mediation and reaffirmed that issues relating to Jammu &

Kashmir are strictly bilateral.

The military confrontation followed the Pahalgam terror attack (April 2025) in Jammu &

Kashmir, which killed 26 people.

India launched Operation Sindoor in response; a short, intense conflict followed.

After hostilities, Pakistan’s DGMO initiated contact with India’s DGMO, and two rounds of

DGMO talks led to the cessation of cross-border firing — a bilateral, military-channel

outcome.
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INDIA’S DOCTRINE OF BILATERALISM

PILLAR DETAIL

Simla Agreement,

1972

Signed after the 1971 war; commits India and Pakistan to settle differences bilaterally

and peacefully, without third-party involvement

Lahore

Declaration, 1999

Reaffirmed bilateralism and confidence-building

Core line “Talks and terror don’t go together” — no dialogue under the shadow of cross-border

terrorism

On J&K / PoK Jammu & Kashmir and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) are integral parts of

India; the only outstanding matter is the vacation of PoK by Pakistan

DGMO channel The DGMO hotline is the established military-to-military mechanism for managing the

LoC

WHY INDIA RESISTS THIRD-PARTY MEDIATION

THE LARGER STRATEGIC FRAME

Sovereignty & strategic autonomy — accepting mediation would “internationalise” Kashmir,

which India has resisted since 1972.

1

Precedent risk — any acknowledgement of brokered peace invites recurring external involvement.2

Leverage asymmetry — bilateral channels keep the terms within India’s control; great-power

“deal-making” can be transactional (e.g., linked to trade/tariffs).

3

Consistency — India has rejected mediation offers across administrations, preserving doctrinal

continuity.

4

Shangri-La Dialogue — Asia’s premier security summit, hosted annually by the International

Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) in Singapore; a venue where Indo-Pacific security

postures are aired.

India-US ties — deep defence/technology partnership coexists with friction over trade, tariffs,

and now mediation optics; India must protect strategic autonomy while keeping the

partnership’s core intact.

Foreign affairs is a Union List subject; the conduct of such diplomacy lies with the Union

government.
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UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER RELEVANCE

GS2 IR — India-Pakistan relations, India-US relations, bilateralism doctrine, India’s stand on J&K, role of

multilateral security forums

Mains “India’s insistence on bilateralism in the face of great-power mediation offers reflects its commitment

to strategic autonomy. Discuss.”

Prelims Simla Agreement 1972; Lahore Declaration 1999; DGMO; Shangri-La Dialogue (IISS, Singapore);

Operation Sindoor; Pahalgam attack (April 2025)

FACTS CORNER

📌  FACTS CORNER — KNOWLEDGEPEDIA

SHANGRI-LA 2026 MEDIATION ROW:

INDIA’S BILATERALISM DOCTRINE:

BACKDROP:

SHANGRI-LA DIALOGUE:

NOTE: FOREIGN AFFAIRS IS A UNION LIST SUBJECT.

US (War Secretary Pete Hegseth) backed Trump’s “brokered peace” claim

India (EAM S. Jaishankar) rejected it — ceasefire reached at DGMO level, bilaterally

India declined mediation; J&K is strictly bilateral

Simla Agreement, 1972 — bilateral, peaceful settlement; no third party

Lahore Declaration, 1999

“Talks and terror don’t go together”

J&K and PoK are integral parts of India

Pahalgam terror attack (April 2025) — 26 killed

Operation Sindoor — India’s response

Ceasefire via two rounds of DGMO talks (Pakistan’s DGMO initiated contact)

Asia’s premier security summit

Hosted by IISS, in Singapore (annual)

UPSC & STATE PCS CURRENT AFFAIRS ujiyari.com ↗

India Rejects US Mediation Claim on Pakistan Ceasefire at Shangri-La 4 / 6

https://ujiyari.com/vocab/multilateral/
https://ujiyari.com/vocab/ceasefire/
https://ujiyari.com/


Sources: Ministry of External Affairs, The Hindu, PBS
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