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Myanmar President Min Aung Hlaing Begins
First Foreign Visit to India

30 May 2026 - 6 minread - 2tags v

WHY IN NEWS:

Myanmar’s President Min Aung Hlaing — head of the country’s military junta who took oath as President
in April 2026 following a controversial election under the State Administration Council — began a four-day
official visit to India from May 30 to June 3, 2026, as confirmed by the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA). It is his first foreign visit as President. The visit begins at Bodh Gaya (Bihar), includes meetings
with PM Narendra Modi and President Droupadi Murmu in New Delhi on June 1, and concludes with a
leg in Mumbai. India becomes the first major democracy to host the Myanmar junta’s elevated

head of state — a diplomatic move that has drawn criticism from human-rights groups.

MYANMAR'S STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE TO INDIA

India and Myanmar share one of the most geopolitically sensitive bilateral relationships in India’s

neighbourhood:
Land border length 1,643 km
Indian states bordering 4 states: Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram
Myanmar
Maritime boundary In the Andaman Sea (Bay of Bengal); India’s eastern maritime frontier
Diaspora ~2.5 million people of Indian origin in Myanmar (largely PIO; few NRIs

after 1962 nationalisations)

Strategic location Bridge between South Asia and ASEAN/Southeast Asia; pivot of Act East
Policy

Bilateral trade (FY25) ~USD 1.7 billion
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THE JUNTA AND INDIA'S DILEMMA

Myanmar has been under military rule since the February 1, 2021 coup by Senior General Min Aung

Hlaing, who overthrew the elected NLD government of Aung San Suu Kyi. The State Administration
Council (SAC) has since governed the country. The post-coup civil war has involved the People’s Defence
Force (PDF) (loyal to the National Unity Government, NUG) and various Ethnic Armed Organisations
(EAOs) including the Arakan Army, Kachin Independence Army, Karen National Liberation Army, and Chin

National Front.

INDIA’S RESPONSE — PHASED

2021 (post-coup)
2022-23
2024

2026 (now)

India’s official position throughout: support for a Myanmar-led, Myanmar-owned democratic

transition while engaging with whoever holds effective authority on the ground.

WHY INDIA IS ENGAGING — FIVE REASONS

1. Border security. India faces militant sanctuaries in Myanmar’s Sagaing Region and Chin State — used
historically by groups including the NSCN (Khaplang faction), ULFA-Independent, PLA (Manipur),
KCP, and others. Indian military operations (cross-border strikes in 2015, 2019) required Myanmar Tatmadaw

cooperation.

2, Chinese influence. China runs the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC) under its Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), including the Kyaukphyu deep-sea port (Rakhine State, Bay of Bengal) and oil +
gas pipelines from Kyaukphyu to Kunming, Yunnan. Strategic infrastructure dependence on China has

deepened post-coup.
3. Connectivity projects. Two flagship India-Myanmar projects are stuck or in slow rollout:

e Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project — connecting Kolkata to Sittwe (Rakhine),

then via Kaladan River to Mizoram. Disrupted by the Arakan Army’s seizure of Sittwe port area.

¢ India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) Trilateral Highway — Moreh (Manipur) — Mae Sot

(Thailand) via Myanmar. Sections through Sagaing and Chin States remain insecure.
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4. Refugee flows. Following the coup and ongoing civil war, 40,000+ Myanmar refugees (including
many from the Chin community, ethnically/linguistically tied to Mizoram’s Mizo population) have
crossed into India — primarily Mizoram and Manipur. Manipur’s ethnic conflict (May 2023 onward, Meitei—

Kuki-Zo) was complicated by cross-border ethnic ties.

5. Act East Policy. Myanmar is the only ASEAN member with a land border with India; geographic
gateway to ASEAN connectivity, BIMSTEC integration, and the Bay of Bengal subregion.

DIPLOMATIC COST OF THE VISIT

Western criticism: The US State Department, EU, and human-rights groups (Human Rights Watch,
Amnesty International) have flagged the visit as legitimisation of a junta accused of war crimes in
Sagaing/Chin/Karenni. The April 2026 Myanmar election, conducted while large parts of the country

remained outside government control and major opposition (including NLD) was barred, is widely seen as non-

credible.

India’s framing: The MEA has emphasised that engagement reflects realism and continuity — Myanmar
is a critical neighbour, and disengagement only cedes ground to China. India’s position is that dialogue with

whoever is in power is necessary to advance border security, connectivity, and refugee management.

ICC angle: The International Criminal Court has ongoing investigations into crimes against humanity in
Myanmar, particularly regarding the Rohingya. India is not a party to the Rome Statute (ICC) — so there is no

legal obstacle to hosting Min Aung Hlaing, but the optics are sensitive.

ASEAN FIVE-POINT CONSENSUS

ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus (April 2021, Jakarta) on Myanmar:

@ Immediate cessation of violence
© Constructive dialogue among all parties
© Mediation by ASEAN’s special envoy
® Humanitarian assistance via ASEAN
> Special envoy’s visit to Myanmar to meet all parties
The Consensus has been largely unimplemented by the junta. ASEAN has barred Myanmar’s political

representation at summits since 2021; India’s hosting is therefore a diplomatic divergence from ASEAN’s

stance.
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Kaladan Project review and possible resumption framework (security guarantees from junta)
IMT Highway progress assessment

Border management — formal protocols on insurgent sanctuaries

Refugee return discussions (a sensitive ask given ongoing conflict)

Possible Indian humanitarian assistance to Myanmar (medical / disaster aid)

No major defence/strategic agreement expected publicly

UPSC RELEVANCE

PAPER RELEVANCE

GS2 India’s Neighbourhood First & Act East policies; engagement with non-democratic regimes;
Quad/ASEAN/BIMSTEC interfaces; international law (Myanmar at ICJ, Gambia v Myanmar case on

Rohingya)

Mains “Critically examine India’s engagement with Myanmar’s military government. Does pragmatism in

neighbourhood policy outweigh democratic-values diplomacy?”

Prelims India-Myanmar border length (1,643 km), 4 bordering states, FMR scrapped (2024), Kaladan Project
(Sittwe—Mizoram), IMT Highway (Moreh—Mae Sot), Kyaukphyu port (Rakhine), Tatmadaw
(Myanmar military), SAC (State Administration Council), Min Aung Hlaing’s roles
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INDIA-MYANMAR GEOGRAPHY & BILATERAL:

FACTS CORNER

Land border: 1,643 km

Indian states bordering Myanmar: Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram (4)
Maritime boundary: Andaman Sea (Bay of Bengal)

Bilateral trade (FY25): ~USD 1.7 bn

Indian-origin diaspora: ~2.5 million

I CONNECTIVITY PROJECTS:

Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit: Kolkata — Sittwe — Mizoram (Kaladan River); MEA-funded;
disrupted by Arakan Army

India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) Trilateral Highway: Moreh (Manipur) — Mae Sot (Thailand)
Sittwe Port operated by India Ports Global Ltd; partially functional
| MYANMAR POLITICAL CONTEXT:
Coup: February 1, 2021 (Min Aung Hlaing, Tatmadaw)
State Administration Council (SAC): Governing body since coup
Min Aung Hlaing’s roles: SAC Chairman + Prime Minister + (now) President
National Unity Government (NUG): Government-in-exile of ousted MPs + opposition
People’s Defence Force (PDF): Armed wing of NUG

Major EAOs: Arakan Army (Rakhine), Kachin Independence Army (KIA), Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA), Chin National Front (CNF)

| INDIA’S POLICY TOOLS:
Free Movement Regime (FMR): Allowed 16-km cross-border movement; scrapped 2024
Border fencing: Renewed under MHA after Manipur conflict

2015, 2019 cross-border strikes against insurgent camps (with Tatmadaw cooperation)

I ASEAN & INTERNATIONAL:

ASEAN Five-Point Consensus (April 2021, Jakarta)
ICJ — Gambia v Myanmar (2019): Rohingya genocide case

ICC investigations: India not a party to Rome Statute
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Quad statement on Myanmar (2021): “concern” but no sanctions

I VISIT ITINERARY (MAY 30 — JUNE 3, 2026):
May 30 — Bodh Gaya (Bihar)
June 1 — Meetings with PM Modi + President Murmu in New Delhi

June 2-3 — Mumbai leg

Source: Myanmar President Min Aung Hlaing Begins First Foreign Visit to India — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC
State PCS Current Affairs
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