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India—China Hold 35th WMCC Border Talks in
Beijing

28 May 2026 - S minread - 1tag v

WHY IN NEWS:

The 35th meeting of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China
Border Affairs (WMCC) was held in Beijing on May 27, 2026. The Indian delegation was led by Sujit
Ghosh, Joint Secretary (East Asia), MEA,; the Chinese side was led by Hou Yangqi, Director-General,
Boundary and Oceanic Affairs Department, MoFA. The two sides reviewed the LAC situation,
discussed delimitation, border management, and trans-border rivers, and agreed to prepare for the next

round of Special Representatives (SR) talks in China.

WHAT IS THE WMCC?

PARAMETER DETAIL

Full name Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs
Established 2012 (Joint Statement, January 17, 2012)

Composition Diplomatic + military officials from both sides — MEA (India), MoFA (China), plus

respective militaries
Function Border-management diplomacy; not boundary negotiation (that is the SR track)
Indian lead today Joint Secretary (East Asia), MEA
Chinese lead today DG, Boundary and Oceanic Affairs Department, MoFA
Meetings since 35 — including 16 between Galwan (June 2020) and 2026

2012

The WMCC operates below the Special Representatives (SR) mechanism in the India-China border-
diplomacy hierarchy. The SR Talks started in 2003 and remain the political-strategic channel; WMCC is the

operational/technical layer.
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TIER MECHANISM

THE THREE TIERS OF INDIA-CHINA BORDER DIPLOMACY

Strategic Special Representatives (SR) Talks — since 2003 Boundary settlement

framework; political-level

Operational WMCC — since 2012 LAC management,
diplomatic incidents, de-escalation
Military Corps Commander-level talks — Chushul-Moldo; Tactical de-escalation on the
Border Personnel Meetings (BPM) at 5 designated ground
points

KEY OUTCOMES FROM THE 35TH ROUND (BEIJING, MAY 27, 2026)

® LACreview — overall ground situation along the 3,488 km LAC was reviewed; both sides

reaffirmed adherence to Border Defence Cooperation Agreement (BDCA), 2013.

¢ Delimitation discussion — preparation for the next SR meeting that will continue boundary-

clarification work (the SR mechanism is the formal track for settlement).

e Trans-border rivers — discussion under the Expert Level Mechanism on hydrological data

sharing for the Brahmaputra/Yarlung Tsangpo and Sutlej.
¢ Personnel exchanges and direct flights — continued normalisation of post-2020 disruptions.

o Next SR meeting — agreed to be held in China; date to be announced.

India—China Hold 35th WMCC Border Talks in Beijing 3/9


https://ujiyari.com/vocab/mandate/
https://ujiyari.com/

\\ \
& ujivari UPSC & STATE PGS CURRENT AFFAIRS

DATE MILESTONE

THE POST-GALWAN NORMALISATION ARC

June 15, 2020 Galwan Valley clash — 20 Indian Army personnel martyred; Chinese casualties acknowledged

but never officially numbered

2020—2022 17 rounds of Corps Commander talks; phased disengagement at Pangong, Galwan, Gogra, Hot
Springs

October 21, 2024 Demchok and Depsang disengagement announcement

October 23, Modi-Xi Kazan bilateral (BRICS Summit) — first in 5 years

2024

December 2024 23rd SR Talks in Beijing (Doval-Wang Yi) — first SR Talks since 2019

2025 Resumption of Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, direct flights, journalist visas

May 27, 2026 35th WMCC in Beijing — institutional cadence restored

THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA'S POSITION

e Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh are integral parts of India. This stand is reaffirmed in
every WMCC and SR engagement.

e China’s claim to Arunachal Pradesh as “Zangnan” is rejected. China’s periodic “renaming” of

places in Arunachal (latest round in April 2024 — 30 places) is treated as legally meaningless.

¢ No discussion of Aksai Chin as “disputed” — India’s position remains that Aksai Chin is Indian

territory under Chinese illegal occupation since the 1962 war.

¢ The boundary question itself will be resolved through the SR mechanism on a three-step

roadmap (Guiding Principles 2005 — Framework — Boundary Line).
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TRANS-BORDER RIVERS — WHY THEY MATTER

CHINESE
INDIAN NAME SIGNIFICANCE
NAME
Brahmaputra  Brahmaputra/Sia Yarlung Major Eastern river; China building massive 60 GW
ng Tsangpo Medog dam
Sutlej Sutlej Langgen Zangbo Western tributary; flash-flood risks from China-side

glacial events

Indus Indus Sengge Zangbo Originates in Tibet

The Expert Level Mechanism (created 2006) is the formal channel; hydrological data sharing during
monsoon months is the principal deliverable. However, China’s Medog Dam (Motuo) project — 60 GW,
the world’s largest planned hydropower, announced December 2024 — has raised major downstream concerns

in India.

WIDER SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 35TH WMCC

® Routinisation of dialogue — the 35th round signals that the post-Galwan normalisation is

institutionalised, not episodic.

e Operational stability — the LAC has been relatively quiet since the October 2024 disengagement;

this round buttresses the trend.

o Hedging strategy — even as India deepens Quad ties (recent 11th Quad FMM May 26, 2026), it

maintains structured engagement with Beijing. Multi-alignment in action.

e Trade angle — bilateral trade with China crossed USD 118 billion (FY24) and USD 127 billion
(FY25); India’s trade deficit with China has remained the largest single-country gap.

WATCHPOINTS

® Medog Dam — Chinese unilateralism on Brahmaputra is the biggest long-term risk.

e Buffer zones — created during 2020—22 disengagements; their permanence is contested by Indian

veterans who argue they freeze gains in disputed terrain.

e Patrolling rights — the October 21, 2024 disengagement in Demchok and Depsang restored

some patrolling; full pre-2020 status quo ante is yet to be confirmed.

e Cyber and grey-zone activities — under-discussed at WMCC; need a separate track.
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WAY FORWARD

e Boundary clarification at Sector level — Western, Middle and Eastern sectors need different

approaches.

¢ Hydrological agreement on Brahmaputra — push for a binding data-sharing + early-warning

treaty.

e Trade rebalancing — leverage market access concessions on critical goods (APIs, electronics, EVs)

to address the deficit.

e People-to-people normalisation — student visas, tourist exchanges, journalist accreditation.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2 — International Relations:

e India and its neighbourhood relations.
e Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

Analytical hooks for Mains:

e Three-tier architecture of India-China border diplomacy (SR + WMCC + Corps Commander).

e Multi-alignment as the operating logic — Quad on one side, structured engagement with China on the

other.

e Trans-boundary water cooperation as a strategic instrument.
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FACTS CORNER

35th WMCC meeting: Beijing, May 27, 2026.

WMCC established: January 17, 2012.
Indian lead: Sujit Ghosh, JS (East Asia), MEA.
Chinese lead: Hou Yangqi, DG, Boundary and Oceanic Affairs Department, MoFA.

Special Representatives mechanism: Established 2003; current SRs — NSA Ajit Doval (India), FM
Wang Yi (China).

23rd SR Talks: December 2024, Beijing — first SR Talks since 2019.
Border Defence Cooperation Agreement (BDCA): 2013.
LAC length: ~3,488 km.

Galwan clash: June 15, 2020 — 20 Indian soldiers martyred; Chinese casualties not officially
numbered.

Demchok/Depsang disengagement: October 21, 2024; Modi-Xi Kazan bilateral October 23, 2024.
Bilateral trade (FY25): ~USD 127 billion.

Gol stand: Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh are integral parts of India.

Chinese renaming: Latest round — April 2024, 30 places in Arunachal Pradesh (rejected by India).

Medog Dam (Yarlung Tsangpo): China’s planned 60 GW project, announced Dec 2024.

Sources: MEA, PIB, The Hindu
Source: India—China Hold 35th WMCC Border Talks in Beijing — Ujiyari.com | Free UPSC & State PCS Current

Affairs
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