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Quad FM Meet Curtain-Raiser: Rubio in India
for First Major US Outreach

24 May 2026 - 4 minread - 2tags v

WHY IN NEWS:

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will host the Quad Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi on
May 26, 2026 — the first such convening in India since 2023, and the first Quad FM ministerial since the July
1, 2025 Washington meeting. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio arrived in Delhi for a four-day visit on
May 22; he called on PM Modi on May 23 and extended a formal White House invitation — the first

post-tariff outreach from Washington after the 2025 trade frictions.

THE MEETING AT A GLANCE

DETAIL PARTICULARS

Date May 26, 2026

Venue New Delhi

Host EAM 8S. Jaishankar (India)

UsS Marco Rubio, Secretary of State
Australia Penny Wong, Foreign Minister
Japan Toshimitsu Motegi, Foreign Minister

Last FM Meet =~ Washington, July 1, 2025

This curtain-raiser piece tracks Rubio’s four-day Delhi presence and the structural agenda as the ministerial

approaches. (A separate May 22 preview piece covered the broader Quad outlook.)

RUBIO’S FOUR-DAY INDIA VISIT (MAY 22-25)

® May 22 — Arrival: Rubio lands in Delhi; inaugurates a new wing of the US Embassy at

Chanakyapuri.

¢ May 23 — Call on PM Modi: Rubio formally extends a White House invitation for a state visit by

PM Modi — the first such overture since the 2025 reciprocal-tariff confrontation.
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® May 24 — Trade and defence: Working-level trade talks and defence consultations across MEA
and South Block.

® May 25 — Pre-Quad bilateral: Sustained one-on-one with EAM Jaishankar before the ministerial

convening.

AGENDA — WHAT THE FOUR MINISTERS WILL DISCUSS

Per MEA briefings, the structured agenda mirrors the Quad’s existing workstreams:
® Maritime security — anchored by the Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA)
initiative, launched at the Tokyo Summit on May 24, 2022.
e (Critical & Emerging Technologies — semiconductors, Al, quantum.
e Supply-chain resilience — particularly critical minerals (lithium, cobalt, rare earths).
e Counter-terrorism cooperation.
e Infrastructure & connectivity.
© HADR — Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief.

® Quad Cancer Moonshot — launched at the Wilmington Summit, September 2024.

QUAD ARCHITECTURE — A SHORT HISTORY

MILESTONE YEAR

Origin — Indian Ocean Tsunami Core Group
Quad 1.0 — Manila exploratory meeting
Lapsed (Australia withdrew under PM Rudd)
Quad 2.0 revived

First Leaders’ Summit (virtual)

First in-person Summit (Washington DC)
Tokyo Summit

Hiroshima Summit

Wilmington (Delaware) Summit

FM Meet, Washington

FM Meet, New Delhi
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November 2017
March 12, 2021
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US-INDIA BILATERAL CONTEXT — TRUMP 2.0 FRICTIONS

The Delhi meeting takes place against a difficult bilateral backdrop:

® Section 232 tariffs reinstated at 25% on steel and aluminium.
e Threats of additional tariffs on Indian pharmaceuticals and IT services.

e US discomfort with India’s continued Russian crude oil imports (around a third of India’s crude

basket — the figure of 35.8% was carried in the May 23 editorial briefing).

e Reciprocal tariff regime announced in April 2025.

e Tightened H-1B restrictions and uncertainty around OPT/STEM extensions.

THE EXISTING BILATERAL ARCHITECTURE

Despite the frictions, the structural scaffolding of US—India ties has steadily deepened:

FRAMEWORK YEAR
Strategic Partnership 2005
Major Defence Partner (MDP) December 8, 2016

Strategic Trade Authorisation-1 (STA-1)  July 30, 2018

2+2 Ministerial Dialogue Since 2018

iCET launched May 2022; operationalised January 2023
TRUST initiative February 13, 2025 (Modi—Trump summit)
US-India Defence Framework Renewed 2025 (10-year)

Cumulative defence trade since 2008 ~ US$ 25 billion

STRATEGIC SIGNIFICANCE — WHY THIS MEET MATTERS

e First full-year Quad FM under Trump 2.0 — sets the tone for the second Trump term’s Indo-

Pacific posture.

e Rubio as a China hawk — his elevation to Secretary of State signals continuity of strategic

competition with Beijing.
¢ Penny Wong (Australia FM since 2022) brings Albanese-Wong continuity of Quad engagement.

¢ Toshimitsu Motegi (Japan FM) anchors the LDP coalition’s foreign-policy line.
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INDIA'S DISTINCT POSITION WITHIN THE QUAD

India remains the most independent of the four:

¢ Consistently frames the Quad as not a military alliance.
o Resists militarising the platform.
e Balances its long-standing Russia ties with Quad commitments.

e The only Quad member without a formal US treaty alliance.

THE IPOI ANCHOR

India brings its own Indo-Pacific framework to the table — the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI).

e Launched by PM Modi at the East Asia Summit in Bangkok on November 4, 2019.

® Built around seven pillars including maritime security, ecology, resources, capacity-building,

disaster risk reduction, science & technology, and trade connectivity.

e Reaffirmation of ASEAN centrality is likely to feature in the Delhi joint statement.

UPSC RELEVANCE

GS Paper 2: International Relations — multilateral groupings (Quad), bilateral relations (India—US), regional
architecture (Indo-Pacific, ASEAN centrality), India’s strategic autonomy doctrine. Defence partnerships and

technology diplomacy (iCET, TRUST) are increasingly examined.
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FACTS CORNER

Quad FM Meet: New Delhi, May 26, 2026

Quad members: India, USA, Japan, Australia

Marco Rubio: US Secretary of State (since January 20, 2025)
Penny Wong: Australian FM since 2022

Toshimitsu Motegi: Japanese FM

Last Quad FM meeting: Washington, July 1, 2025

Quad 2.0 revived: November 2017

First Quad Leaders’ Summit: March 12, 2021 (virtual)

IPMDA launched: Tokyo Summit, May 24, 2022

IPOI launched: East Asia Summit, Bangkok, November 4, 2019
Quad Cancer Moonshot launched: Wilmington Summit, September 2024

Strategic Partnership: 2005; Major Defence Partner: 2016; STA-1: 2018

Sources: MEA , PIB , TheHindu
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RELATED EDITORIALS

THE HINDU

Cyber Warfare is Qutpacing_Global Legal Accountability

23 May

INDIAN EXPRESS

In Xi and Putin's 'No Limits' Partnership, a Growing Asymmetry

23 May

INDIAN EXPRESS
India and the US Today: Interests Not Easily Aligned — Let's Confront This

23 May

BUSINESS STANDARD
West Asia Tensions Expose India's Fertiliser Vulnerabilities

22 May

RELATED KEY TERMS

KEY TERM
Act East Policy

India's strategic foreign policy framework prioritising active...

KEY TERM

Advanced Technology Vessel (ATV) Programme

India's classified, decades-long programme to indigenously design and...

KEY TERM
AFSPA (Armed Forces Special Powers Act)

A central legislation granting special powers to armed forces...
KEY TERM

Article 355

Constitutional provision making it the duty of the Union to protect...
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